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Kathleen Graham Adams 
MS English/Geography 
Degree: Plymouth State Univ. BS, Notre Dame MEd 

Kathleen Adams, nee Graham, hails from the Green Mountain State.  She was born and raised in 
the same Vermont home that was built by her grandfather in 1913. After graduating from high school, she attended 
Plymouth State University where she received a BS in Elementary Education K-8 with a minor in history.  She spent 20 
years in the Merrimack Valley School District, a regional school district encompassing five towns and located just north 
of Concord, NH.  Kathleen taught 4th and 5th grade for 17 years, high school English for two years and served as the 
district’s teacher mentor for a year.  In 2009 she retired and moved to St. Croix to escape the ice storms and marry her 
husband, a resident of St. Croix for over 25 years.  Ms. Adams enjoys traveling, especially to visit family in New York, 
New England, and Ireland. 

Ximena Allub 
5th-8th Grade Spanish 
Degree:  
 
Ms. Allub was raised in both Argentina and Mexico and brings more than 20 years teaching 
experience. She has taught at Deerfield Academy, the Webb Schools in California, the Hewitt School 
in New York City, and most recently the Kinkaid School in Houston. She also owns a language 
institute in Argentina, which is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. Ms. Allub and her husband, 

head of school, Kari Loya, are proud parents of Kamila (2nd). 
 

 
Kate Baker 
US Math/Science 
Degree:  Castleton College, BA Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, MS 

Kate Baker was born and raised in Bolton Landing, NY, on the shores of Lake George, the Queen 
of American Lakes, in the midst of the Adirondack Park. She graduated from Castleton University 
with a degree in Mathematics, despite working full-time in Killington, VT.  After graduation, she 

came to visit her boyfriend who was a chemistry teacher at St. Croix Country Day School and he convinced her to stay. 
She got a teaching job that week and worked at St. Joseph High School from 1987 to 1998. This included working for 8 
months in a room partially destroyed by Hurricane Hugo and then teaching chemistry and physics for almost 3 years in a 
tent. Kate moved to St. Croix Country Day in 1998 and has consistently taught both middle school science and upper 
school math and science, until this year, when she finally graduated to Upper School. She is teaching exactly the courses 
she would choose, if given that option. In her spare time, Kate enjoys reading murder mysteries, sewing, cooking and 
diving. She writes a newspaper column about food (called the Corrupted Palate) for the local paper in Lake George. She 
married that chemistry teacher and they have shamelessly spoiled two Cruzan dumpster dogs. 

 



 

 
Suenita Banwaree 
MS/US Art 
Degree: CCAD, BFA 

Suenita Banwaree is a native of St. Croix. She has an energetic, playful, fun-loving personality. Her 
interest in art and fashion can date back to her childhood.  She enjoys art in several media, 
including drawing, painting or creating a garment with non-traditional materials or found 

objects.  Suenita is easy-going and loves exercise, movies, dancing, cooking, and traveling. 

 
 

Maurice Barrant  
US Computer Science/Technology 
Degree: ME, Harvard University; MS Computer Science, Northeastern 

Mr. Barrant holds a Master’s in Education from Harvard University, a Master’s in Computer Science 
from Northeastern, and a Bachelor’s of Science from MIT. He has spent the last four years teaching 
math and serving as a database administrator in Boston Public Schools. The prior two decades he 
worked in the private sector and the Air Force as an engineer, analyst, consultant, and project 

manager. He is originally from St. Croix and his brother still lives on Island. 

  

Amanda Beach 
 7th Grade CORE 
Degree: Ithaca College 

Ms. Beach grew up on St. Croix and graduated from Country Day School in 2003. She holds a BA in 
Social Studies Education (7-12) from Ithaca College and spent a year teaching conversational 

English in Seoul, South Korea. Ms. Beach returned to St. Croix in 2009 and began teaching at GHCDS in 2010. She has a 
passion for reading and animals - she is the proud "parent" of Dust Bunny and her two dogs, Riley and Scruffers.  

 

Michael Belgrave 
Steelpan 
Degree:  
 
 
 
 
Rita Bicette 
Early Childhood Learning Center 
Degree: UVI 

Ms. Bicette has many years of experience in the classroom teaching children between the ages of 3-
6. She worked for over thirty years at the Good Hope School and the past three years joined the 

Good Hope Country Day school family. Ms. Bicette has an Inclusive Early Childhood Certificate from UVI. She is a proud 
parent of GHS alumni Daneia class of (93) Benny (95) Emma (06). Ms. Bicette enjoys gardening, traveling and spending 
time with her family and friends.  



 

Phyllis Biddle 
US Art & Art History 
Degree: Albertus Magnus, VA Commonwealth 

Phyllis Biddle was born and raised in Philadelphia, PA.  She graduated from Albertus Magnus 
College/Yale University in Liberal Arts and from Virginia Commonwealth University with an MFA 
in Painting and Printmaking.  Phyllis taught at Hopkins School in New Haven, CT, and later was Art 

Dept., Head at St. Catherine’s/St. Christopher’s Schools in Richmond, VA.  Phyllis was Program Director at The Richmond 
Children’s Museum prior to coming to St. Croix in 2000 to be Director of Visual Studies at The Good Hope School which 
has since merged with Country Day School and is now Good Hope Country Day School where she is Artist in Residence 
and teaches upper school studio art, AP Art and Art History.  Phyllis is a landscape painter and portrait artist, and she 
lives in Frederiksted.  She loves teaching 9th through 12th grade students drawing and design and Art History.  She also 
loves St. Croix and having her sons and daughters visit often. 

  

Jean Bishop  
LS Art 
Degree: The Institute for Advanced Montessori Studies, Bath Univ. BA (Hons) & St. Mary’s 
College, UK 

Jean Bishop is the Elementary Art teacher. She graduated from Bath University in the UK with 
a BA (hons) in music, completed her graduate studies in education and also Elementary 

Montessori certification. Her journey as a teacher started as a child when she would organize plays and art projects with 
the neighborhood children. Throughout her 35 years in teaching, she has educated infants, pre-schoolers, elementary 
school students, teens and adults. The focus was always to help them reach for more and do their best, in spite of the 
subject matter. 

Her journey as an artist began as soon as she could pick up a pencil. Jean has always loved to sketch and paint. Art was 
something that provided relief from the stresses in life and also became a tool to reach children who did not always find 
success in other areas. In her own journey with art, Jean found that she could experience deep concentration for long 
periods, yet emerge refreshed. She felt that this was a gift that could be passed on. Jean has exhibited in several local art 
shows and has good connections with other artists in the community. A resident of St. Croix since 1983, Jean is married 
to Jack, owner of Armrey Industries, and has two children: Katherine, 22, and Julian, 15. 

 

Wanda Bishop 
Librarian 
Degree: Manhattan Community 

Wanda Bishop was born and raised in New York City.  She left New York to become a missionary 
at the age of 21. Ms. Bishop traveled all over the United States and visited Korea and Japan 
during her missionary work of nine years. She was matched and married to a native of St. Croix 

by Rev. Moon in 1982. Shortly after, she had four wonderful children who were raised on St. Croix like their Dad.  Ms. 
Bishop has been a librarian for the last fourteen years. 

  

 



 

Denise Blanchette 
Dean of Lower and Middle School 
Degree: Univ. of VT BA, St. Michaels MEd 

Denise Blanchette was born in Essex Junction, VT.   She attended Bates College, and graduated 
from the University of Vermont with a BA in Russian Language and Russian studies.   She spent a 
year at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow and attended a summer language program at 
Middlebury.  She earned her M Ed at St. Michael’s College in Vermont.   With the exception of a 

brief stint in Lake Placid – way too cold – she and her husband have lived on St. Croix for over 25 years.  She enjoys 
biking, swimming, and theater. 

 
Laurie Bohlke 
2nd Grade Core 
Degree: State University of NY at Albany BA, College of Saint Rose MS 

Laurie Bohlke is excited to start this year as the new 2nd grade teacher.  It has been a while since 
Mrs. Bohlke has been in the classroom so she is a bit nervous, of course, but still excited to see 
what the year will bring!  She is a mother of two young children, originally from upstate New 
York, and has lived on St Croix for 9 years.  Mrs. Bohlke has a diverse background (from 

archaeology to military and even aviation). She feels this diversity and experience allows her to bring a unique 
perspective to the classroom.  Among teaching and her curriculum, she has bright ideas and aspirations for after-school 
activities and clubs including archaeology, Legos, crafts and an Elementary School newspaper. 

Josh Canning 
US English 
Degree: St. Michael’s BA, Antioch NE Grad School MS 

After growing up in Bedford, NY, and attending prep school in Connecticut, Josh Canning 
majored in English Literature at St. Michael’s College in Vermont.  Fascinated by Japanese 
language and culture in college, Mr. Canning spent the next two years living in Japan where he 
taught English in the evenings and took intensive Japanese language classes by day.  He 

returned to Vermont to teach at the Pine Ridge School, but wanderlust continued to nip at Mr. Canning’s heels while the 
impact of Japan effervesced his mind.  In 1999 he returned to Japan with his wife, Wendy, and daughter, Shea. He 
taught English at Hino Junior High School and lived in a 100-year-old, traditional, post-and-beam Japanese farmhouse in 
a beautiful, rural town.  For over two years, the Cannings traveled the Japanese archipelago widely and enjoyed 
adventures in Thailand, Indonesia, and Singapore.  In 2004, Mr. Canning completed a master’s degree in Environmental 
Journalism at Antioch University and in 2008 was awarded a two-year Fellowship in Environmental Journalism by 
Middlebury College.  The $10,000 fellowship enabled him to travel throughout Japan to research and write about its 
burgeoning environmental movement and specific efforts at cultural and environmental revitalization.  Among other 
things, while there he helped re-thatch the prodigious roof of an historic 300-year-old building perched high on the 
steep, misty slopes that loom over the Iya Valley on Shikoku Island (a region known as the “Tibet of Japan”).  A love for 
literature and for teaching steered Mr. Canning away from pursuing journalism or environmental work full-time and 
back toward the classroom.  In 2009, he and his family relocated to St. Croix where he began to teach high school English 
at the Good Hope School.  Currently, Mr. Canning teaches AP English Literature & Composition and World Literature 
courses at the Good Hope Country Day School.  Meanwhile, his primary avocation remains the pursuit of transcendence 
through the art of jazz guitar! 

 

 



  

Wendy Canning 
Language Learning Specialist 
Degree: University of Vermont BS, Fellow of the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners 
(F/AOGPE) 

Wendy Canning is an Orton-Gillingham Fellow (F/AOGPE), Learning Disabilities Specialist, and 
Educational Diagnostician, with over 30 years of experience working with learners of all ages. For 

25 years, she worked at the Pine Ridge School in Vermont for adolescents with dyslexia and other language-based 
learning disabilities, as the primary Orton-Gillingham teacher trainer and Dean of Academics. From Hawaii to Vancouver, 
to Japan and Singapore, and most recently St. Croix, she has shared her expertise about learning disabilities, the 
structure of language and the Orton-Gillingham approach. Ms. Canning has also been a frequent presenter at the 
International Dyslexia Association annual conferences since 1989. Central to her work as an educator is helping remove 
the stigma that often accompanies the label of “learning disability”, and to focus on the strengths and talents of these 
unique learners. Ms. Canning moved to St. Croix and joined the Good Hope School in 2009, and the Good Hope Country 
Day School in 2013, as the Language Learning Specialist and Educational Diagnostician. She is a past member of the 
Board of the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators. 

 

Amy Carter 
Director of Athletics 
Degree: Auburn University 

Amy Carter is from Columbia, SC.  In 1976, her mother moved to St. Croix. During this time, Ms. 
Carter split her time between school in the states and adventures in St. Croix. On one of her 
young adventures, Ms. Carter learned to swim in a saltwater pool at St. Croix by the Sea.  She 
then began coaching swimming at the age of 16. Coach Amy continued teaching lessons and 

coaching intramural swimming while she attended Auburn University at Montgomery.  To pay for college, she worked as 
a customer service agent at a bank and was the regional accounts representative for Alabama and Florida Dairy Queens 
under Schloss and Kahn Inc. She returned to St. Croix in 1995, one week before hurricane Marilyn arrived.  She was hired 
quickly by the St. Croix Dolphins, and achieved her Level Three ASCA qualifications coaching Country Day School alumni, 
Ashley Allaire-Tammaro, to her first Junior National meet.  Shortly thereafter, she was offered a position teaching 
swimming part-time at Country Day School.  The following year they asked her to become full-time, and included 
physical education classes.  As time went by, Coach Amy slowly assumed responsibility for Lower School Athletics, and in 
2012, she became the Athletic Director for Country Day School. She now proudly serves The Panthers at Good Hope 
Country Day School.  When she’s not shouting on the sidelines, she’s representing our program and island-wide athletics 
on the Executive Board for the St. Croix Interscholastic Athletic Association. Beyond that, she can be found relaxing by a 
beach, playing with her dogs, or spending time with her son, who is a Senior at Good Hope Country Day School. 

 

Alma Castro-Nieves 
Registrar 
Degree: UVI 

Alma Nieves was born and raised on St. Croix. She has been part of the Good Hope Country Day 
School family for the past 15 years as Registrar. Alma has been married for 21 years and has two 
children.  She is the proud parent of son, Danny, a graduate from the St. Croix Country Day 

School class of 2013, and daughter, Jasmin, currently in the 5th grade at GHCDS. 

 



Stephen Chapman 
LS/IG Computer 
Degree: Columbus College of Art & Design BFA, UVI 

Mr. Chapman earned his BFA in Industrial Design from the Columbus College of Art and Design and 
built his experience as a toy and product designer for SwimWays Corporation and 5 Forty Design, 

Inc in Norfolk, VA. After freelancing for design firms in the United States, he returned to St. Croix to support his beloved 
island. In his spare time, he volunteers as a graphic design and career skills instructor at the Mon Bijou Youth Center. He 

aspires to encourage young people to become designers, entrepreneurs, and philanthropists. 

Jane Coles 
MS Science 
Degree: S.U.N.Y. Geneseo BS & MA 

Jane Coles started her teaching career 20 years ago as an 8th grade science teacher in 
Virginia.  After moving to St. Croix, she taught Upper School Science for 12 years at The Good 
Hope School before joining the Science team at GHCDS as the Lower School Teacher.  She is 

thrilled to be back in a Middle School Science Lab learning alongside young thinkers and doers!  Jane is a strong advocate 
for using nature as a classroom and is the proud mom of Duncan (GHCDS ’15) and Morgan (GHCDS ’16). 

 

Clarrisa Cooper 
School Nurse 
Degree: RN, UVI 

Clarrisa Cooper is originally from Maine and moved to St. Croix as a teenager. She graduated from 
UVI where she obtained her degree to be an RN. She has since been working at the local hospital. 
She and her CDS alumni partner are the loving parents of William, a current GHCDS student! 

 

Julie Crisler- Raub 
1st Grade Core 
Degree: DePauw Univ. BA, Indiana University MS 

After graduating from DePauw University, Julie Crisler started teaching in Bloomington, IN in 
1976.  She began working at Country Day School in 1978, having followed her future husband, 
Carl Raub, to the islands. They married in 1979 and had two sons, one in 1982 and one in 

1985.  Both graduated from Country Day School and are living on the mainland.  Ms. Crisler lost her husband in 2011 
following a long illness and currently lives with 4 dogs(!) and 2 birds. 

 

 

 

 

 



Laurie Dunton 
US Science 
Degree: IPFW, Kalamazoo MI MS & AS Nursing & Emergency Medicine 

Laurie Dunton is an experienced teacher, successful entrepreneur, and productive community 
member.  Laurie has resided on St. Croix for 28 years while raising two children and spoiling three 

grandchildren.  She has worked in the fields of emergency medicine, criminal investigation, tourism, and as a 
restaurateur and small business-owner.  Laurie is currently transitioning into the position of Chairwoman for the Virgin 
Islands Crime Stoppers and VIPD initiative.  Laurie remains busy in the community, but her first love entails working with 
youth.  She loves teaching and is inspired every day by the inquiry, talent and resilience demonstrated by her 
students.  Laurie considers GHCDS home away from home. 

 

Sara Dykstra 
6th Grade Core 
Degree: Smith College BA, Tufts University, MS 

Sara Dykstra is from Katonah, New York.  She graduated from Fox Lane High School and then 
attended Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts.  While attending Smith, Sara also spent 
her junior year at Vassar College through an exchange program.  She graduated from Smith with 

a B.A. in Biological Sciences and a minor in Economics.  Upon graduation, Sara moved with her family to Rolling 
Meadows, Illinois and worked as a laboratory technician at an environmental testing laboratory for several years.  It was 
in Illinois that Sara met and married her husband.  The Dykstras soon moved to North Grafton, Massachusetts so Sara 
could earn her Master’s degree in the Animals in Public Policy program at Tufts University.  At the conclusion of the 
program, the Dykstras moved to Navarre, Florida where the white sand beaches and blue waters of the Gulf Coast 
became home for 11 years.  Sara worked at Navarre High School and Gulf Breeze High School for 10 years before moving 
to St. Croix and becoming part of the Intermediate team at Good Hope Country Day School.  Sara loves to travel with her 
family as well as kayaking, snorkeling, SCUBA diving, hiking, and reading a good book at the beach. 

Sara Fauquher 
5th Grade Language Arts/Social Studies 
Degree: MS Reading/Literature; Ball State University 

Ms. Fauquher brings 15 years of teaching experience from Kindergarten up to 6th grade and holds 
a Master’s degree in Reading/Literature from Ball State University. She also holds certificate 
degrees in both Gifted and Talented Education and Special Education. She is the proud parent of 
GHCDS students Colton (7th), Carter (6th), and Ainsley (1st). 

Christopher Fletcher 
US Social Studies 
Degree: Hampshire College BA & S.U.N.Y MS 

Mr. Chris Fletcher is thrilled and deeply honored for the opportunity to practice critical pedagogy, 
inspire critical thinking, expand creative and empathic capacity, and enlarge the intellectual 
universes of young learners here at Good Hope Country Day School. A proud Country Day School 

alumnus (anyone remember The Free Press?), he has broad international and cross-cultural teaching experience in a 
variety of educational settings, such as The English Modern School in Doha, Qatar, to the Virgin Islands Sustainable Farm 
Institute, and even with the World Ocean School aboard the 137-foot Schooner, Roseway. Most recently, he taught 
Upper School Business, Sociology and Geography at El Alsson British and American International School in Cairo, Egypt, 
and was humbled working with a generation of students coming of age in a time of such unprecedented seismic shift 
and turmoil. 



An avid traveler and adventure-seeker, Chris has journeyed to over 60 countries across five continents, and has sailed 
across both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. A firm believer in maintaining a “lifestyle of experience” (once in a lifetime – 
all the time!), he has taken part in a rich kaleidoscope of human activity across the world stretching from Grenada, 
where he served for two years as a US Peace Corps Volunteer, to Thailand, where he briefly served as an ordained 
Buddhist monk at the Dhammakaya Temple. 

He has a Bachelor of Arts in Caribbean Economics from Hampshire College, and a Permaculture Design Certificate from 
the Virgin Islands Sustainable Farm Institute. Despite all the academic acronyms, he feels that his best education has 
come from conversations with people on buses and boats around the world. As such, his classroom is always open for 
visits from current and past students, parents, guest speakers, travelers from distant lands and friends of the school. 

  

Christopher Floyd 
Physical Education 
Degree: Springfield College BS 

Christopher Floyd teaches Physical Education to lower, middle and upper school students. He 
moved to St. Croix when he was two years old and has lived on island ever since, as he loves his 
home. Mr. Floyd first attended The Good Hope School from 1st through 9th grade and then 

made the switch to Country Day to complete high school. He believes he is truly blessed to be a teacher at GHCDS and to 
work with the people who taught and helped mold him into the person he is today. He looks forward to a new school 
year with new leadership and ideas for the future of this institution. 

 
Susan Gibbons 
CFO 
Degree: Gettysburg College, CPA 

Mrs. Gibbons has been a resident of St. Croix since 1985, when she moved here from 
Connecticut.  A graduate of Gettysburg College with a B.A. in Business Administration, Mrs. 
Gibbons earned her CPA in 1992.  She started with Good Hope Country Day School in 1998, after 

working in public accounting for fourteen years.  Mrs. Gibbons is the proud parent of alum Billy Gibbons (Class of 2011), 
his wife Melissa (Class of 2011), and doting grandmother to Eli.  She enjoys traveling, tennis and the warm Caribbean 

Sea. 

Malerie Gleason 
2nd Grade Teacher Assistant 
Degree: Emerson College 
Mrs. Gleason is a 2004 Country Day School graduate. She attended Emerson College where she 
majored in Media Studies with a focus in film. For the last three years, she has helped with pre-
school swimming, Destination Imagination, and other activities around the school. She and her 
husband, Jay, are proud parents of Kaeden (4th) and Teague (1st).  

 

Jolynn Grace 
US Humanities 
Degree: University of Iowa, BA 

Jolynn Grace has been a teacher her whole life. She started by teaching her little brothers and 
sisters how to read. Ms. Grace has also been a student her whole life, watching, listening, 
interacting and speaking to others. There is still so much that she feels is untaught and unlearned; a 



world of ideas and joyous skills. If Ms. Grace can share one iota of her love for learning with my students, she feels she 
will have been of value. 

  

Dawn Grey 
Dean of the Upper School 
Degree: University of Aston BS Cambridge, UK; Post Graduate Certificate 

Dawn Grey is from Birmingham, England (U.K). She graduated from Aston University with a B.S in 
Chemistry and from the University of Cambridge, U.K with Post Graduate Certificate in Education. 

She has taught Upper School math and science for 26 years in schools in England, the US, and St. Croix.  Before moving 
to the states in 1993, Mrs. Grey was the Head of the Chemistry Department at Stroud Girls High School, U.K., a selective 
girls school of 900 students, K 7-12. Before moving to St. Croix in 2001, Mrs. Grey taught AP Statistics (K12), Pre-calculus 
(K11) and Algebra II at Renaissance High School in Detroit, MI, Detroit’s top high school, 1100 students, K9-12. Dawn 
Grey has been a part of the GHCDS family for the past 13 years as a member of the faculty, and as a parent of three 
children, one who attended this school from kindergarten to 11th grade and two who graduated with the class of 2012 
and 2015. Mrs. Grey has been married for 22 years to Bishop Esron Grey.  She enjoys enjoy reading, sports, playing the 
piano, and being involved in various ministries in her local church. 

 
 

Annaly Guerra  
Upper School History  
Degree: BA in Law, Letters, and Society from the University of Chicago 

MA in Teaching Social Studies from Teachers College-Columbia University 
MEd in Learning and Teaching from Harvard University 
and a dissertator at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in Curriculum and Instruction  
 

Ms. Guerra, who taught previously at CDS, is currently finishing her dissertation for her doctorate in education from the 
University of Wisconsin. She is the proud parent of Che (5th) and Sabine (2nd), who will be returning to GHCDS. Her 
husband, Cesar, also formerly taught middle school math at GHCDS. 

  

Pamela Guye 
After-Care Director 
Degree: 
Ms. Guye worked in the Business Office at the Good Hope School for many years. She and her 
husband, Kenneth, are proud parents of Justin (9th), Jillian (7th), and Giselle (5th). 
 
 

 
 

Jeanette Hayworth 
Teacher Assistant, 1st grade.  
Degree: 
 
Ms. Hayworth has more than 25 years of teaching experience. She studied early childhood 
education at the University of Colorado at Denver before becoming executive director of an early 
childhood center and teaching various age groups at Aspen Country Day School.  She and her 



husband, Michael, are proud parents of Parker (7th). 
 
 

 
Sherry Hotter 
Choral Director/Music Teacher 
Degree: University of Wisconsin 
In 1975, Sherry Hotter graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, cum laud, with a 
comprehensive degree in music education and as a member of Kappa Delta Pi Epsilon Omicron 
Honor Educators Society. 
She taught K-12 vocal music for seven years in northern Wisconsin, where her students 

participated annually in the large as well as small ensemble district/state competitions and she was a certified 
adjudicator for the Wisconsin State Music Association. In 1982 she moved to St. Croix, VI where she worked for the 
Virgin Islands Department of Education teaching 7th-9th grade vocal music at John H. Woodson Jr. High for 13 years and 
K-6 music at Pearl B. Larsen Elementary School for 17 years. Sherry has been selected as a Virgin Islands Dept. of 
Education District of St. Croix Outstanding Teacher for 1997-98, 2003-04, and 2007-08.  She was chosen to represent the 
U. S. Virgin Islands at the Lincoln Center, Institute for the Arts in Education National Workshop in 2009. 

 

Olga Hutchins 
5th Grade Core 
Degree: Jorge Tadeo Lozano Univ., Columbia 

Olga Montealegre Hutchins was born in Bogotá, Colombia, one of the most bio-diverse 
countries on the planet, which might explain her love for nature, especially animals, oceans, 
mountains and trees.  She earned her degree in marine biology from Jorge Tadeo Lozano 
University in Colombia, and worked for a couple years on the effects of climate change and 
sea level rise in coral reefs and seagrass habitats before moving to St. Croix in 2004.  She 

started working at The Good Hope School in 2006 teaching Spanish, science and social studies.  Olga is happily married 
to Aaron (GHS’92) and is a proud mother to Sylvana (GHCDS’17), Kai (GHCDS’24) and Nicolás (GHCDS’29).  Olga and her 

family enjoy traveling, exploring, hiking, biking and being close to the ocean. 

Bridget Klein 
MS Math 
Degree: Saint Francis BA & MA, Indiana State MSPE 

Bridget Klein is from Carrollton, OH. She graduated from St. Francis University with a B.A. in 
Mathematics and Secondary Education and a Master’s of Education. She taught and coached at 
Bluffton High School in Bluffton, SC for five years. In 2011, she accepted a graduate assistant 
position with Indiana State University and worked with the P.E. Department and was an 

assistant volunteer coach with the track and field program. While at ISU, she met her now husband, Mike Klein, a long-
time resident of St. Croix, and moved here in 2013. She is now in her second year teaching middle school math and 
coaching Cross-Country and Track with Good Hope Country Day School. 

 

 

 

  



Aimee LaHaye 
Early Childhood Learning Center  
Degree: University of South Florida BS 

Ms. LaHaye grew up on St. Croix and graduated from Country Day School in 2005. She holds a 
Master’s in Education focused on curriculum and instruction from the University of New Orleans 
and she has taught the last six years at St. George’s Episcopal School, a highly collaborative 
preschool. She will be getting married on Island on June 25. 

  

Gwendolyn Lake 
Early Childhood Learning Center 
Degree: University of South Florida BS 

Gwendolyn Lake is a Preschool teacher at Good Hope Country Day School. She received her 
Bachelor of Science degree in education from the University of South Florida. She also has an 
Associate of Science Degree in Business which she obtained from Hillsborough Community 
College, Tampa. Gwendolyn attended Towson University for a short time for masters training in 

Early Childhood Education.  In 2011, she was recognized as teacher of the year at St. Croix Country Day School.  She 
enjoys cooking and gardening. Gwendolyn resides on St. Croix with her husband. They have two children. 

 
Megan Lambert  
2nd Grade Core 
Degree: Rollins College, BA in Elementary Education 
Megan Mault Lambert, 3rd grade teacher, was delighted to find the opportunity to move back 
to St. Croix 11 years ago when a position opened at the St. Croix Country Day School. With a 
BA degree in Elementary Education in hand, Mrs. Lambert found herself teaching alongside 
master teachers she had known and admired during her own school days here in St. Croix. As 
a faculty parent, Mrs. Lambert has a unique perspective and heightened interest and 

excitement that comes from looking not only at programs for her own students, but at those offered to her 3rd grade 
twins, Kirra and Mason. Mrs. Lambert is community-minded and participates in many extracurricular activities; she is 
coordinator of the popular GHCDS K-4 Running Club and coaches AYSO soccer on Saturday mornings. She runs to 
unwind, reads to gain insight, and can be spotted at the beach most weekends! 
 

 
Felix Lima 
Director of Maintenance 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Mark Locher 
Computer/Technology 
Degree: University of Toledo BA, Troy University MA 

Mark Locher was born, raised, and educated in the great state of Ohio.  His teaching career began 
in Virginia where he was fortunate enough to meet his beautiful wife, who coincidently is from 
Ohio as well.  Their shared sense of adventure brought them to St. Croix where they fell in love 

with the diversity of Washington D.C. but the pace and kindness of a small town.  The Locher’s have two beautiful 
Crucian girls who share in their love of the ocean and exploring. 

 

Florence Logan 
US French 
Degree: Universite de Pau, France BA 

Florence Logan was born in Bayonne in the Basque Country of France. She moved to St. Croix 
as an au pair in 1986. She worked for several years in the restaurant industry on island. 

Mrs. Logan began teaching the year that her oldest daughter was born and has taught ever 
since. In her free time, she enjoys playing tennis and reading on the beach. In spite of her fear of flying, she loves 
traveling. 

  

Savannah Logan 
US Math 
Degree: Loyola University New Orleans BS 

Savannah Logan was born in Bayonne, France, and raised in St. Croix. She attended Country Day 
School from 1st-12th grade. After getting her Bachelor’s Degree in Math and Spanish at Loyola 
University in New Orleans, she spent a year in Madrid, Spain on a Fulbright teaching fellowship 

getting more teaching experience and working on her Spanish. Along with teaching at Good Hope Country Day School 
this year, Ms. Logan hopes to complete her first marathon and get back to regularly scuba diving. 

  

Kari Loya 
Head of School 
Degree: Dartmouth College BA, Columbia University MBA 

Originally from Eugene, Oregon, Kari earned his BA in History from Dartmouth College and his 
MBA from Columbia University. He has spent nearly two decades working with innovative, 
educational organizations including Teach For America, the Edison Project, SCORE!, the Broad 

Foundation, and most recently, Dwight School in New York, where he served as the Director of Institutional 
Advancement. Kari is also an author, Emmy-winning voice-over artist, and lover of all outdoor activities. His wife, Ximena 
Allub, is from Argentina, and their daughter, Kamila, is currently in 1st grade at Good Hope Country Day School. 

 

 



 

Olga Lucia-Capriola 
US Spanish 
Degree: Universidad Santiago de Cali, Colombia 

Olga Capriola began her teaching career with St Croix Country Day School in 1995. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the Universidad of Santiago de Cali in Colombia.  Ms. Capriola is a 
native Spanish speaker and has played an important role in the development of the Spanish 
language curriculum. In addition to Spanish, Ms. Capriola teaches Latin Dance as an elective. 

She also serves as an advisor to the Student Council. Ms. Capriola enjoys sharing the culture and traditions of the 
Spanish-speaking world with her students.  She has lead students on educational travels to Puerto Rico, Spain, Portugal, 
and France as part of the Mini-Gusto program.  Ms. Capriola loves to spend time with her family, read, travel, volunteer, 
and dance.  Ms. Capriola also enjoys running.  She takes every opportunity to participate in races on St. Croix and she is 
currently training to run her sixth half-marathon in Puerto Rico. 

 

Sasha Marohn 
School Counselor 
Degree: Gynedd Mercy BSN, Antioch NE Grad. School MA 

Sasha Marohn was born in Philadelphia, PA, and grew up in the northeastern U.S.  She 
attended Friends World College in Kenya and, upon graduating from Gynedd Mercy College 
with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing in 1984, moved here with her two young sons to join her 
parents who had been teaching in St. Croix since 1970.  Sasha worked as a public health nurse 

with the V.I. Department of Health and Catholic Social Services for seven years and, then changing careers, she 
graduated in 1993 from Antioch New England Graduate School with a Master’s in Counseling Psychology. For the past 21 
years, Sasha has been providing counseling services to children and families in our community, first through her 
business, Childworth:  Support Services For Families, and for the last 10 years as school counselor for CDS and GHCDS.  In 
2012, Sasha’s third and youngest child graduated from CDS and is attending Texas A&M Maritime Academy. 

  

Cynthia Mault 
4th Grade Core 
Degree: Vermont College, BA 

Cindy Mault has lived and taught in the St. Croix community for 40 years. She has five children; 
all graduates of The Good Hope School. Mrs. Mault holds a BA in Elementary Education and 
during her exciting career has served as Head Librarian at The Good Hope School and taught 

Grades 2-5 at both GHS and GHCDS. Mrs. Mault is delighted with her current position in the 4th grade classroom 
because its curriculum offers so many ways to teach and learn creatively along with her students. In her spare time, Mrs. 
Mault enjoys reading, gardening, scuba diving and spending time with her family. She considers herself very fortunate to 
count among her GHCDS colleagues daughter Megan Lambert. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annie Myrvang 

Executive Secretary 
Degree: Swarthmore College BA 

 

 

 

Thor Nicholaysen 
Director of Technology 
Degree: Charter College 

Thor Nicolaysen is from Anchorage, AK.  He graduated from Charter College.  He worked with 
the Anchorage School District for 13 years before moving to St.Croix and taking a job at Good 
Hope Country Day School. 

  

Kiomie Pedrini 
Associate Director of Advancement 
Degree: Rollins College BA, Nova Southeastern, MS 

A proud Crucian and K-12 graduate of St. Croix Country Day School, Kiomie (Johansen) Pedrini 
has roots on St. Croix that go back several generations. The Johansen’s (grandfather side) 
were the egg farmers on the island, and the Schuster’s (grandmother side) were the dairy 
farmers on the island.  She is blessed to be married to Aldo Pedrini, (a Christiansen), another 

original Danish family, whose great uncle was a prominent business man on the island, owning and managing the 
original St. Croix By the Sea Hotel and whose grandmother, Ms. B, was a  “for the people politician”, back in her 
day.  Her extended family has been a part of the fiber of St. Croix for many generations and will continue to be a part of 
this fiber for many generations to come.  Continuing the tradition of entrepreneurship Kiomie and her husband Aldo, are 
the proud owners of Paradise Plumbing, Inc.  Kiomie has a Masters in Conflict Analysis and Dispute Resolution with a 
concentration in College Student Personnel Administration from Nova Southeastern University and her work/life 
education includes several varied management positions in communications, public outreach and long range planning. 
Kiomie is an avid sailor and thespian and enjoys sharing her talents with students both on the stage, and on the water. 

 
Daisy Pelovitz 
4th Grade Core 
Degree: Drew University, BA & UVI MA 

Daisy Pelovitz began her teaching career in 1997 as a teacher’s aide in the CDS 
Elementary building.  In 2000, she eagerly accepted the position of 3rd grade teacher 
and has been enjoying the classroom experience ever since.  Mrs. Pelovitz is currently 
teaching 4th grade at GHCDS.  She is also a recipient of the 2008 Sadler Faculty Award. 
Mrs. Pelovitz holds a B. A. in English from Drew University, an M. A. in Education from 
the University of the Virgin Islands, and Dual Teaching Certificates (VI) in Elementary 



Education K-6 and English. Mrs. Pelovitz is a native Virgin Islander. She and her husband, Alex, have two children, both 
graduates of CDS. In her spare time, Mrs. Pelovitz is an avid quilter, and enjoys teaching this skill to students in her After 
School activities. 

  

Mary Jane Provost 
US Pre-calculus 
Degree: MA, Mathematics 

With a Master's in Mathematics, Ms. Provost has taught a wide range of courses at secondary 
school and at university level, including the University of Malawi, the College of Wooster, Ohio 
State University, the University of the Virgin Islands for nine years and The Good Hope School for 
14 years where she also served as college counselor and the Head of Upper School. 

 

Laurie Schill 
US Language and History 
NYU BA & MA 

Laurie Schill earned her B.A. and M.A. at New York University, studying French, Spanish, and 
world affairs.  She moved to St. Croix in 1984 to concentrate on teaching in a new 
environment.  Mrs. Schill met her husband on island and their two children graduated from the 
Good Hope School, where she taught for 29 years.  The Schill Family also had the awesome 

experience of living in Paris for a year, as Mrs. Schill taught English in a high school under the Fulbright Teacher Exchange 
Program.  Her passion for teaching language stems from her own personal growth and the realization that the 
acquisition of a second language is infinitely enriching.  As the great Federico Fellini said, “A different language is a 
different vision of life.” 

  

Heidi Snow 
LS Spanish 
Southwestern Adventist University 

Heidi Snow is from Honduras, Central America.  She and her parents were immigrants from 
Honduras at the age of 8.  They relocated to Keene, Texas in 1983.  Heidi lived in TX and NM 
most of her growing up years.  She attended college in Southwestern Adventist University in 
Keene, TX in 1994-1995 school year.  She took a year off to do missionary work in Honduras 

and met the love of her life there.  She returned to college after a year of missionary work to marry Jason.  Heidi 
completed only 1 1/2 years of elementary education and began the wonderful life of a wife and mother.  Heidi 
homeschooled her children while Jason attended PA school in Kettering, OH.  Because of the desire to have beautiful 
tropical surroundings and weather just like in Honduras, Heidi relocated to St. Croix with her family in June of 2005.  In 
Sept 2006 to June of 2007 Heidi volunteered at Rattan Montessori giving the children a one hour Spanish class in the 
afternoons once a wk.  She was later hired at St. Croix Montessori to work as a TA for Silvia Sullivan and Jean Bishop for 
2007-2010 school years.  Heidi received a Montessori education in Denver, CO for young children.  Heidi continued to 
homeschool her children having each one arrive at GHCDS from 8th grade.  She has currently been working for GHCDS 
since Aug 2014.  Heidi enjoys the opportunity to do what she loves best, speaking and teaching Spanish. 

  

 



 

 

Linda Stamper-Keularts 
Director of Advancement 
Virginia Commonwealth University BA 

Linda Stamper-Keularts is the Director of Advancement for Good Hope Country Day School.  She 
manages a team of dynamic advancement professionals and volunteers who specialize in gift 
processing, database management and reporting, coordination of fundraising initiatives, 

prospect research and management, development and alumni relations.  Most recently, she served as the Manager of 
Medical Staff Services at Governor Juan F. Luis Hospital, where she was the coordinator of all recruitment and 
credentialing for the entire medical staff.  Prior to her time at the Governor Juan F. Luis Hospital, she spent over 20 years 
in development and investor relations having worked with a number of non-profit organizations, including the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation of Richmond, Grand Cayman Chamber of Commerce, St. Croix Foundation, and St. Croix 
Environmental Association.  Her current passion is to grow philanthropy and advancement for GHCDS.  She is the proud 
parent of four current GHCDS students, Isabelle, Ethan, Leo and Max. 

Mrs. Stamper-Keularts earned a BA in English from Virginia Commonwealth University. She is committed to making a 
difference in the world by empowering every GHCDS students with the optimal learning experience so they can go 
forward and help change the world. 

  

Roger Summerhayes 
US Science/Chemistry 
Union College BS, Stanford MA 

Now in his 35th year of teaching science, Roger Summerhayes began his career as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Fiji. After graduate school at Stanford, he taught briefly at a private school 
in Farmington, CT, before directing and producing a feature film. Mr. Summerhayes then 
combined his love of the tropics and private schools by coming to St. Croix in 1984 to begin 
teaching at St. Croix Country Day School. A sabbatical in 1996-97 allowed him to produce a 

documentary about his Nobel laureate grandfather — a project that was shown on PBS and at about a dozen film 
festivals. He also enjoys frequent Scuba diving, teaching karate, and playing badminton. 

  

Sonja Sundaram  
6th Grade Language Arts/Social Studies 
Post Graduate Certificate in Education, UK 

Ms. Sundaram has spent two decades in education and teaching, both in and out of the 
classroom. She holds a Post-Graduate Certificate of Education from the UK and has done 
everything from teaching in a Montessori classroom to designing environmental education 
materials, working in GHCDS’ Language Learning Center, and leading Destination Imagination. 
In the summer, she and her husband also run an historic inn and an arts & science institute in 

Maine. She is the proud parent of Kieran (9th) and Kalyani. 

  

 



 

 

Nancy Thatcher 
College Counselor 
Humboldt State BA, UC San Diego 

Nancy Thatcher originally hails from the amazing state of California, where she attended 
Humboldt State University. She has lived on St. Croix since 1984. Here she met her partner of 
27 years, Gary Ousley, and they have raised two wonderful daughters, Kathryn (Kali), GHS 
Class of 2010, and Bridget, GHCDS Class of 2014. Ms. Thatcher has had many interesting 

employment experiences in her life but none as enriching as her current position as a college counselor (UCSD College 
Counseling Certification). She loves to travel, cook, garden, and work, but especially spend time with family and friends. 

  

Tina Thompson 
US Music & Band Teacher 
Univ. of Wisconsin/Osh Kosh MSE 

Tina Thompson has been a professional musician since the age of 14 when she was hired as the 
weekly piano accompanist in her church and began teaching her first piano lessons. After 
earning a Bachelor of Arts in music and a Master of Science in Education in community 

counseling from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, she moved to the Mississippi Gulf Coast where she worked as a 
therapist, family counselor, flutist and church organist. In 1992, Tina made the island of St. Croix her home where she 
volunteered as a cottage parent for the Queen Louise Home and began teaching music at the Good Hope School in 1993. 
While at this school, she was awarded the Sandi Howard Savage grant to study choral conducting in Biarritz, France in 
1998 and the Leonard J. Chasin grant to supplement her award from the National Endowment for the Humanities to 
study Mozart’s World in Vienna, Austria, 2011. As a national scholar she developed a 4th grade music curriculum to 
include the study of opera. Currently, the Band Director at Good Hope Country Day School, Tina is enthusiastically 
exploring the use of Smart Music technology in order to improve the assessment of her instrumental players in band 
where students can complete performance tests at home and then submit them by email ensuring more practice 
outside of the classroom. 

  

Lea Wilson 
US English/Humanities 
Sam Houston State BA, Texas State 

Hailing from the Great White North, Lea Wilson spent the first 18 years of her life in Winnipeg, 
Canada. Seeking warmer winters, she moved to Texas to attend university. Lea graduated in 
1993 with a B.A. in English and French, then went back to earn her teaching certification. She 

taught in the Austin area before relocating to St. Croix in 2005, where she found employment as an upper school 
teacher at St. Croix Country Day School. 

Currently, Lea teaches American Literature, British Literature and Western Civilization. Outside of the classroom, she 
enjoys reading, travelling, hanging out at the beach and spending time with her family. 

  

 



 

 

 

Linda Yoder 
3rd Grade Core 
Shippensburg University 

Linda Yoder is originally from Carlisle, PA. She graduated from Shippensburg State 
University in 1969 with a B.S. in Education and received her M. Ed. in 1972. She and her 
husband traveled to St. Croix for their honeymoon and fell in love with the island. They 
returned one year later, purchased undeveloped land, and applied for teaching positions. 
Both were offered positions at the former Good Hope School in Frederiksted. Linda 

remained at The Good Hope School until 1985 when she earned her real estate license and went to work as a sales 
associate for Richards and Ayer Real estate in Frederiksted. Realizing that teaching was her love, Linda joined the faculty 
of the former St. Croix Country Day school in 1988. Both of Linda’s children graduated from The Good Hope School and 
went on to colleges in the northeast. While her children were growing up on the island, Linda became involved with The 
United States Pony Club. Her daughters rode in many on-island and off-island competitions. She served as District 
Commissioner to the National Level. She is still active in The St. Croix Pony Club and most recently was an assistant judge 
at The Pony Club Championships in Lexington, VA. Linda continues to remain a part of the Good Hope Country Day 
School community. 

 


