
6th grade Summer Reading List 2017 
Dear Parents, 

We are so excited about our summer reading lists, which include many wonderful selections with 

something for everyone!  Students are expected to read and complete a google form for at least three 

books; one should be fiction, one should be non-fiction and the third is their own choice. 

Links for Google Forms 

Sixth Grade:  http://goo.gl/forms/RP2CJTeGLW7B25Bi2 

  

A wonderful source for more books is the American Library Association’s Annual List of Notable books: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb.  

  

Fiction 

Raymie Nightingale by Two-time Newbery Medalist Kate DiCamillo returns to her roots 

with a moving, masterful story of an unforgettable summer friendship. A 2016 National 

Book Award Finalist!  Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely 

everything, depends on her. And she has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss 

Central Florida Tire competition, then her father, who left town two days ago with a 

dental hygienist, will see Raymie's picture in the paper and (maybe) come home. To 

win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds and learn how to twirl a baton; she 

also has to contend with the wispy, frequently fainting Louisiana Elefante, who has a 

show-business background, and the fiery, stubborn Beverly Tapinski, who’s determined 

to sabotage the contest. But as the competition approaches, loneliness, loss, and 

unanswerable questions draw the three girls into an unlikely friendship — and challenge 

each of them to come to the rescue in unexpected ways. - Amazon 

  

  

Garvey’s Choice by Nikki Grimes.  Garvey’s father has always wanted Garvey to be 

athletic, but Garvey is interested in astronomy, science fiction, reading—anything but 

sports. Feeling like a failure, he comforts himself with food. Garvey is kind, funny, smart, 

a loyal friend, and he is also overweight, teased by bullies, and lonely. When his only 

friend encourages him to join the school chorus, Garvey’s life changes. The chorus 

finds a new soloist in Garvey, and through chorus, Garvey finds a way to accept 

himself, and a way to finally reach his distant father—by speaking the language of 

music instead of the language of sports. This emotionally resonant novel in verse by 

award-winning author Nikki Grimes celebrates choosing to be true to yourself. - Amazon 

  

All Rise For The Honorable Perry T. Cook by Leslie Connor, award-winning author of 

Waiting for Normal and Crunch.  A soaring and heartfelt story about love, forgiveness, 

and how innocence makes us all rise up. All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook is a 

powerful story, perfect for fans of Wonder and When You Reach Me. 
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Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by his mom at the Blue River Co-ed 

Correctional Facility in tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is a resident on Cell Block C, 

and so far Warden Daugherty has made it possible for them to be together. That is, until 

a new district attorney discovers the truth—and Perry is removed from the facility and 

forced into a foster home. 

When Perry moves to the “outside” world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited 

with his mom, Perry goes on a quest for answers about her past crime. As he gets 

closer to the truth, he will discover that love makes people resilient no matter where 

they come from . . . but can he find a way to tell everyone what home truly means? - 

Amazon 

  

Out of My Mind by, Susan Draper: Born with cerebral palsy, Melody, 10, has never 

spoken a word. She is a brilliant fifth grader trapped in an uncontrollable body. Her 

world is enhanced by insight and intellect, but gypped by physical limitations and 

misunderstandings. She will never sing or dance, talk on the phone, or whisper secrets 

to her friends. She's not complaining, though; she's planning and fighting the odds. In 

her court are family, good neighbors, and an attentive student teacher. Pitted against 

her is the "normal" world: schools with limited resources, cliquish girls, superficial 

assumptions, and her own disability. Melody's life is tragically complicated. She is 

mainly placed in the special-ed classroom where education means being babysat in a 

room with replayed cartoons and nursery tunes. Her supportive family sets her up with a 

computer. She learns the strength of thumbs as she taps on a special keyboard that 

finally lets her "talk." When she is transitioned into the regular classroom, Melody's 

undeniable contribution enables her class to make it to the national quiz team finals. 

Then something happens that causes her to miss the finals, and she is devastated by 

her classmates' actions. Kids will benefit from being introduced to Melody and her gutsy, 

candid, and compelling story.—Alison Follos, North Country School, Lake Placid, NY   

  

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan: An impassioned, uplifting, and virtuosic tour de force from a 

treasured storyteller. Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious 

sisters and suddenly finds himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a 

promise, and a harmonica.  Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, 

and Ivy in California each, in turn, become interwoven when the very same harmonica 

lands in their lives. All the children face daunting challenges: rescuing a father, 

protecting a brother, holding a family together. And ultimately, pulled by the invisible 

thread of destiny, their suspenseful solo stories converge in an orchestral crescendo. 

  

Richly imagined and masterfully crafted, Echo pushes the boundaries of genre, form, 

and storytelling innovation to create a wholly original novel that will resound in your 

heart long after the last note has been struck -Amazon 



  

It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel by Firoozeh Dumas. Zomorod (Cindy) Yousefzadeh is the 

new kid on the block . . . for the fourth time. California’s Newport Beach is her family’s 

latest perch, and she’s determined to shuck her brainy loner persona and start afresh 

with a new Brady Bunch name—Cindy. It’s the late 1970s, and fitting in becomes more 

difficult as Iran makes U.S. headlines with protests, revolution, and finally the taking of 

American hostages. Even mood rings and puka shell necklaces can't distract Cindy 

from the anti-Iran sentiments that creep way too close to home. A poignant yet 

lighthearted middle grade debut from the author of the best-selling Funny in Farsi. - 

Amazon 

Pax by bestselling and award-winning author Sara Pennypacker.  A beautifully wrought, 

utterly compelling novel about the powerful relationship between a boy and his fox. Pax 

is destined to become a classic, beloved for generations to come.  Pax and Peter have 

been inseparable ever since Peter rescued him as a kit. But one day, the unimaginable 

happens: Peter's dad enlists in the military and makes him return the fox to the wild. At 

his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away from home, Peter knows he isn't 

where he should be—with Pax. He strikes out on his own despite the encroaching war, 

spurred by love, loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his fox. Meanwhile Pax, 

steadfastly waiting for his boy, embarks on adventures and discoveries of his own. . .  - 

Amazon 

  

  

Non-fiction 

Some Writer! The Story Of E. B. White by Melissa Sweet.  Caldecott Honor winner  

Sweet mixes White’s personal letters, photos, and family ephemera with her own 

exquisite artwork to tell the story of this American literary icon. Throughout his life, E.B. 

White (1899–1985) divided his time between New York City and Belgrade Lakes in 

Maine. He drew inspiration for his books from the bucolic setting near author Sweet's 

own home and studio. As a child, he contributed short pieces to magazines, winning 

awards for his studies of nature, dogs, and his family. Readers young and old will be 

fascinated and inspired by the journalist, New Yorker contributor, and children’s book 

author who loved words his whole life.This authorized tribute, a New York Times 

bestseller, includes an afterword by Martha White, his granddaughter. - Amazon 

  

Breakthrough!: How Three People Saved "Blue Babies" and Changed Medicine 

Forever by Jim Murphy.  In 1944 a groundbreaking operation repaired the congenital 

heart defect known as blue baby syndrome. The operation's success brought the 

surgeon Alfred Blalock international fame and paved the way for open-heart surgery. 



But the technique had been painstakingly developed by Vivien Thomas, Blalock's 

African American lab assistant, who stood behind Blalock in the operating room to give 

him step-by-step instructions. The stories of this medical and social breakthrough and 

the lives of Thomas, Blalock, and their colleague Dr. Helen Taussig are intertwined in 

this compelling nonfiction narrative. - Amazon 

  

  

Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America by Susan 

Campbell Bartoletti: This well-researched biography of Mary Mallon, also known as 

Typhoid Mary, begins in 1906, when Mallon was hired as a cook for a wealthy family 

vacationing in Oyster Bay, Long Island. The outbreak of typhoid that swept through the 

household a few weeks later turned out to be a pivotal event that forever changed her 

life. George Soper, a sanitation engineer and typhoid expert, was hired to discover the 

source of the disease. He eventually determined that Mallon was what was known as a 

healthy carrier: although she experienced no symptoms of typhoid, her body continued 

to produce the bacteria, which she inadvertently shed. Soper took his discovery to the 

New York City Board of Health, and soon thereafter, Mallon was arrested and 

quarantined against her will on North Brother Island. Mallon has often been described 

as ignorant and a menace to society due to her refusal to stop working as a cook when 

she was later briefly released from quarantine, but Bartoletti tells the woman's story with 

empathy and understanding. The author also explores the myriad violations of Mallon's 

civil rights and her unusually harsh treatment in comparison to other healthy typhoid 

carriers.--Ragan O’Malley, St. Ann’s School, Brooklyn, NY    

  

Additional “Good Reads”: 

  

Mr. Lemoncello’s Library                                       Ghosts of Tupelo Landing 

Artemis Fowl                                                       14th Goldfish                                 

   

The Phantom Tollbooth                                         Wonder 

The Girl Who Could Fly                                         The One and Only Ivan 

Chomp                                                                    The Thing About Jellyfish 

The Paperboy                                                         Julie of the Wolves 

Green Glass House                                Isle of Dr Libris 

 

 

 

  



5th grade Summer Reading List 
Dear Parents, 

We are so excited about our summer reading lists, which include many wonderful selections with 

something for everyone!  Students are expected to read and complete a google form for at least three 

books; one should be fiction, one should be non-fiction, and the third is their choice. 

Links for Google Forms 

Fifth Grade:  https://goo.gl/WsGEzJ 

  

A wonderful source for more books is the American Library Association’s Annual List of Notable books: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb.  

  

Fiction 

Rain Reign, by Ann M. Martin: Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled 

that her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with 

two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very 

special. Not everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things 

that make her different – not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father. 

When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes 

missing. Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even 

if it means leaving her routines and safe places to search. Hearts will break and spirits 

will soar for this powerful story, brilliantly told from Rose's point of view.--Amazon 

  

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown: When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she 

discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there 

or what her purpose is--but she knows she needs to survive. After battling a fierce storm 

and escaping a vicious bear attack, she realizes that her only hope for survival is to 

adapt to her surroundings and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants. 

As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home--until, one day, 

the robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her.--Amazon 

- 

  

Stella and the Starlight by, Sharon Draper: When the Ku Klux Klan’s unwelcome 

reappearance rattles Stella’s segregated southern town, bravery battles prejudice in this 

New York Times bestselling Depression-era “novel that soars” (The New York Times 

Book Review) that School Library Journal called “storytelling at its finest” in a starred 

review. Stella lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact 

about it. Some stores she can go into. Some stores she can’t. Some folks are right 

pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and heck, the Klan 

hasn’t bothered them for years. But one late night, later than she should ever be up, 

much less wandering around outside, Stella and her little brother see something they’re 

never supposed to see, something that is the first flicker of change to come, unwelcome 

change by any stretch of the imagination. As Stella’s community—her world—is 
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upended, she decides to fight fire with fire. And she learns that ashes don’t necessarily 

signify an end.--Amazon 

  

Book Scavenger by Jennifer Chambliss Bertman: For twelve-year-old Emily, the best 

thing about moving to San Francisco is that it's the home city of her literary idol: 

Garrison Griswold, book publisher and creator of the online sensation Book Scavenger 

(a game where books are hidden in cities all over the country and clues to find them are 

revealed through puzzles). Upon her arrival, however, Emily learns that Griswold has 

been attacked and is now in a coma, and no one knows anything about the epic new 

game he had been poised to launch. Then Emily and her new friend James discover an 

odd book, which they come to believe is from Griswold himself, and might contain the 

only copy of his mysterious new game. 

Racing against time, Emily and James rush from clue to clue, desperate to figure out 

the secret at the heart of Griswold's new game―before those who attacked Griswold 

come after them too.--Amazon 

  

Circus Mirandus by, Cassie Beasley:  Fifth-grader Micah Tuttle has been living with his 

Grandpa Ephraim since his parents died when he was very young. The two are close; 

Grandpa Ephraim teaches Micah how to tie complicated knots and tells him fanciful 

tales about the magical Circus Mirandus and its many performers, including a powerful 

illusionist called the Lightbender. When Grandpa Ephraim becomes gravely ill, his 

sister, the strict and dour Aunt Gertrudis, comes to take care of the household. She 

severely limits Micah's time with his sick grandfather, and the boy is distraught at the 

idea of losing the only important person in his life. In a stolen moment, Grandpa 

Ephraim surprises Micah by revealing that the Circus Mirandus is real, and that the 

Lightbender promised him a miracle when he was a child. The protagonist begins to 

hope that his grandfather will get well. The Circus Mirandus arrives in town on the wind, 

and Micah, with the help of his classmate Jenny Mendoza, seeks out the Lightbender 

and tries to retrieve the miracle that Grandpa Ephraim has requested. During a 

whirlwind adventure in the Circus, Micah learns about his family and discovers that the 

miracle that Grandpa Ephraim asked for might not be the one that Micah had in mind. 

—Sarah Reid, Broome County Public Library, Binghamton, NY 

  

Non-Fiction 
Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller by Sarah Miller: Annie Sullivan was little more 

than a half-blind orphan with a fiery tongue when she arrived at Ivy Green in 1887. 

Desperate for work, she’d taken on a seemingly impossible job—teaching a child who 

was deaf, blind, and as ferocious as any wild animal. But if anyone was a match for 

Helen Keller, it was the girl who’d been nicknamed Miss Spitfire. In her efforts to reach 



Helen’s mind, Annie lost teeth to the girl’s raging blows, but she never lost faith in her 

ability to triumph. Told in first person, Annie Sullivan’s past, her brazen determination, 

and her connection to the girl who would call her Teacher are vividly depicted in this 

powerful novel.-- Amazon 

  

Bubonic Panic. When Plague Invaded America by Gail Jarrow.  In March 1900, San 

Francisco’s health department investigated a strange and horrible death in Chinatown. 

A man had died of bubonic plague, one of the world’s deadliest diseases. But how could 

that be possible? Bubonic Panic tells the true story of America’s first plague epidemic—

the public health doctors who desperately fought to end it, the political leaders who tried 

to keep it hidden, and the brave scientists who uncovered the plague’s secrets. Once 

again, acclaimed author and scientific expert Gail Jarrow brings the history of a medical 

mystery to life in vivid and exciting detail for young readers. This title includes 

photographs and drawings, a glossary, a timeline, further resources, an author’s note, 

and source notes. 

  

  

Call of the Osprey by, Dorothy Hinshaw Patent: This meticulously researched and 

photographed account follows three University of Montana scientists and their 

interdisciplinary work with osprey: fish-catching birds with gigantic nests and a family 

that functions with teamwork and cooperation. Today the osprey is studied to monitor 

the effects of mercury on living things. --Amazon 

  

Additional “Good Reads”: 

  

Mr. Lemoncello’s Library                                       Ghosts of Tupelo Landing 

Isle of Dr Libris                                                       14th Goldfish 

Chomp                                                                    Wonder 

The Girl Who Could Fly                                      The One and Only Ivan 

Artemis Fowl                                                          Green Glass House 

Peter Nimble and his Fantastic Eyes 

  

  

 


