
GOOD HOPE COUNTRY DAY SUMMER READING, 2017 

Seventh & Eighth Grade 

 

Students are expected to read and complete the Google Form about at least three books.  

 One should come from the fiction list.  

 One should come from either non-fiction or the classic list.  

 The third can be from any of the lists or a book of your own choosing. 

 

Seventh and Eighth Grade Google Form Link : 

https://docs.google.com/a/ghcdsstudent.org/forms/d/1YceCX0j78LjkoLa7DqXPl3ubqqmZe6oBjN4

N01GuYSo/prefill 

A wonderful source for more books is the American Library Association’s Annual List of Notable books: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb.   

 

Fiction Options: 

 

An Ember in the Ashes, by Sabaa Tahir 

 

Laia is a slave. Elias is a soldier. Neither is free. 

  

Under the Martial Empire, defiance is met with death. Those who do not vow their blood and bodies to 

the Emperor risk the execution of their loved ones and the destruction of all they hold dear. 

  

It is in this brutal world, inspired by ancient Rome, that Laia lives with her grandparents and older 

brother. The family ekes out an existence in the Empire’s impoverished backstreets. They do not 

challenge the Empire. They’ve seen what happens to those who do. 

  

But when Laia’s brother is arrested for treason, Laia is forced to make a decision. In exchange for help 

from rebels who promise to rescue her brother, she will risk her life to spy for them from within the 

Empire’s greatest military academy. 

  

There, Laia meets Elias, the school’s finest soldier—and secretly, its most unwilling. Elias wants only to 

be free of the tyranny he’s being trained to enforce. He and Laia will soon realize that their destinies are 

intertwined—and that their choices will change the fate of the Empire itself. 

 

Diamonds in the Shadow, by Caroline Cooney   

 

THE FINCH FAMILY did not know that five refugees landed from Africa on the day they went to the 

airport to welcome the family sponsored by their church. The Finch family only knew about the four 

refugees they were meeting - Andre, Celestine, Mattu, and Alake - mother, father, teenage son and 

daughter. 

Soon Jared realizes that the good guys are not always innocent, and he must make a decision that could 

change the fate of both families. This story presents many points of view and a fresh perspective on doing 

the right thing. 

 

The Outsiders, by SE Hinton 

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He knows that 

he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count on his friends—true 

friends who would do anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit. And when it comes to the Socs—a 

vicious gang of rich kids who enjoy beating up on "greasers" like him and his friends—he knows that he 

can count on them for trouble. But one night someone takes things too far, and Ponyboy's world is turned 

upside down... 

 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb


The Total Tragedy of a Girl Named Hamlet, by Erin Dionne 

 

Eighth grader Hamlet Kennedy just wants to be normal.  But it’s not easy with parents who are 

Shakespearean scholars and dress in Elizabethan costume- in public!  And having a genius seven-year-old 

sister who not only goes to her school but becomes the math tutor doesn’t help.  Then, as if things could 

get any worse, the school’s Shakespeare project is announced.  By the time an in-class recitation reveals 

that Hamlet is a talented actress, she can no longer hide from the fact that she is anything but average. 

 

Wolf Hollow, by Lauren Wolk 

A 2017 Newbery Honor Book 

A young girl's kindness, compassion, and honesty overcome bullying.  

Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady life in her 

small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. Betty quickly 

reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and while her bullying seems isolated at first, things quickly 

escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a target of her attacks. While others have 

always seen Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. She will soon need to find the courage 

to stand as a lone voice of justice as tensions mount. 

Brilliantly crafted, Wolf Hollow is a haunting tale of America at a crossroads and a time when one girl’s 

resilience, strength, and compassion help to illuminate the darkest corners of our history. 

Ashes, by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Return to the American Revolution in this blistering conclusion to the trilogy that began with the 

bestselling National Book Award Finalist Chains and continued with Forge, which The New York Times 

called “a return not only to the colonial era but to historical accuracy.” 

As the Revolutionary War rages on, Isabel and Curzon have narrowly escaped Valley Forge—but their 

relief is short-lived. Before long they are reported as runaways, and the awful Bellingham is determined 

to track them down. With purpose and faith, Isabel and Curzon march on, fiercely determined to find 

Isabel’s little sister Ruth, who is enslaved in a Southern state—where bounty hunters are thick as flies. 

Heroism and heartbreak pave their path, but Isabel and Curzon won’t stop until they reach Ruth, and then 

freedom, in this grand finale to the acclaimed Seeds of America trilogy from Laurie Halse Anderson. 

 

Booked, by Kwame Alexander 

 

Like lightning/you strike/fast and free/legs zoom/down field/eyes fixed/on the checkered ball/on the 

goal/ten yards to go/can’t nobody stop you/ 

can’t nobody cop you… 

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER,  soccer, family, love, and 

friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with 

problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are 

his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring 

books to read.   

This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame Alexander bends and breaks as it captures all 

the thrills and setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup match! 

 



Ghost, by Jason Reynolds 

Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school track team, but his past is slowing him 

down in this first electrifying novel of a brand-new series from Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award–

winning author Jason Reynolds. 

Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are 

explosive when they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a 

team that could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all have a 

lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 

Ghost has a crazy natural talent, but no formal training. If he can stay on track, literally and figuratively, 

he could be the best sprinter in the city. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all starting 

with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and his mother 

through their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has 

been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic 

Medalist who blew his own shot at success by using drugs, and who is determined to keep other kids from 

blowing their shots at life. 

 

The Martian: Young Readers Edition, by Andy Weir 

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. 

Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. 

After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds 

himself stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive – and even if he 

could get word out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. 

Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. Damaged machinery, the unforgiving 

environment, or plain old "human error" are much more likely to kill him first. 

But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills and a relentless, 

dogged refusal to quit, he steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. 

Will his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible odds against him? 

 

Nimona, by Noelle Stevenson 

 

National Book Award Finalist * New York Times Bestseller * New York Times Notable Book 

* Kirkus Best Book * School Library Journal Best Book * Publishers Weekly Best Book * NPR Best 

Book * New York Public Library Best Book * Chicago Public Library Best Book * A Spring 2015 

Indie Next List Pick 
 

The New York Times bestselling graphic novel sensation from Noelle Stevenson, based on her beloved 

and critically acclaimed web comic. Kirkus says, “If you’re going to read one graphic novel this year, 

make it this one.” 

Nemeses! Dragons! Science! Symbolism! All these and more await in this brilliantly subversive, sharply 

irreverent epic from Noelle Stevenson. Featuring an exclusive epilogue not seen in the web comic, along 

with bonus conceptual sketches and revised pages throughout, this gorgeous full-color graphic novel has 

been hailed by critics and fans alike as the arrival of a “superstar” talent (NPR.org). 



Nimona is an impulsive young shapeshifter with a knack for villainy. Lord Ballister Blackheart is a villain 

with a vendetta. As sidekick and supervillain, Nimona and Lord Blackheart are about to wreak some 

serious havoc. Their mission: prove to the kingdom that Sir Ambrosius Goldenloin and his buddies at the 

Institution of Law Enforcement and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone thinks they are. 

But as small acts of mischief escalate into a vicious battle, Lord Blackheart realizes that Nimona's powers 

are as murky and mysterious as her past. And her unpredictable wild side might be more dangerous than 

he is willing to admit. 

 

 

Non-Fiction Options 

 

 

Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune, by Pamela S. Turner and Gareth Hinds 

This epic warrior tale reads like a novel, but this is the true story of the greatest samurai in Japanese 

history.  

When Yoshitsune was just a baby, his father went to war with a rival samurai family—and lost. His father 

was killed, his mother captured, and his surviving half-brother banished. Yoshitsune was sent away to 

live in a monastery. Skinny, small, and unskilled in the warrior arts, he nevertheless escaped and learned 

the ways of the samurai. When the time came for the Minamoto clan to rise up against their enemies, 

Yoshitsune answered the call. His daring feats and impossible bravery earned him immortality. 

 

In The Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden History  of Slavery, Four Presidents, and Five Black Lives, 

by Kenneth C. Davis 

 

Did you know that many of America’s Founding Fathers―who fought for liberty and justice for 

all―were slave owners? 

Through the powerful stories of five enslaved people who were “owned” by four of our greatest 

presidents, this book helps set the record straight about the role slavery played in the founding of 

America. From Billy Lee, valet to George Washington, to Alfred Jackson, faithful servant of Andrew 

Jackson, these dramatic narratives explore our country’s great tragedy―that a nation “conceived in 

liberty” was also born in shackles. 

These stories help us know the real people who were essential to the birth of this nation but traditionally 

have been left out of the history books. Their stories are true―and they should be heard. 

 

March: Book Three, by Johwn Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and artist Nate Powell 

 

2016 National Book Award Winner for Young People's Literature 

2017 Printz Award Winner 

2017 Coretta Scott King Author Award Winner 

2017 Sibert Medal Winner 

2017 YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction Winner 

2017 Walter Award Winner 
Welcome to the stunning conclusion of the award-winning and best-selling MARCH trilogy. 

Congressman John Lewis, an American icon and one of the key figures of the civil rights movement, 

joins co-writer Andrew Aydin and artist Nate Powell to bring the lessons of history to vivid life for a new 

generation, urgently relevant for today's world. 



By the fall of 1963, the Civil Rights Movement has penetrated deep into the American consciousness, and 

as chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, John Lewis is guiding the tip of the 

spear. Through relentless direct action, SNCC continues to force the nation to confront its own blatant 

injustice, but for every step forward, the danger grows more intense: Jim Crow strikes back through legal 

tricks, intimidation, violence, and death. The only hope for lasting change is to give voice to the millions 

of Americans silenced by voter suppression: "One Man, One Vote."  

To carry out their nonviolent revolution, Lewis and an army of young activists launch a series of 

innovative campaigns, including the Freedom Vote, Mississippi Freedom Summer, and an all-out battle 

for the soul of the Democratic Party waged live on national television. 

With these new struggles come new allies, new opponents, and an unpredictable new president who might 

be both at once. But fractures within the movement are deepening ... even as 25-year-old John Lewis 

prepares to risk everything in a historic showdown high above the Alabama river, in a town called Selma. 

Hidden Figures: Young Readers Edition, by Margot Lee Shetterly 

 

Now in a special new edition perfect for young readers, this is the amazing true story of four African-

American female mathematicians at NASA who helped achieve some of the greatest moments in our 

space program. Soon to be a major motion picture. 

 

Before John Glenn orbited the earth or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated female 

mathematicians known as “human computers" used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate 

the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This book brings to life the stories of 

Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, four African-American 

women who lived through the Civil Rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for 

gender equality, and whose work forever changed the face of NASA and the country. 

 

Quiet Power: The Secret Strengths of Introverts, by Susan Cain 

 

The monumental bestseller Quiet has been recast in a new edition that empowers introverted kids and 

teens . 

Susan Cain sparked a worldwide conversation when she published Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a 

World That Can’t Stop Talking. With her inspiring book, she permanently changed the way we see 

introverts and the way introverts see themselves. 

The original book focused on the workplace, and Susan realized that a version for and about kids was also 

badly needed. This book is all about kids' world—school, extracurriculars, family life, and friendship. 

You’ll read about actual kids who have tackled the challenges of not being extroverted and who have 

made a mark in their own quiet way. You’ll hear Susan Cain’s own story, and you’ll be able to make use 

of the tips at the end of each chapter. There’s even a guide at the end of the book for parents and teachers. 

This insightful, accessible, and empowering book, illustrated with amusing comic-style art, will be eye-

opening to extroverts and introverts alike. 

I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young Readers 

Edition), by Malala Yousafzai  (Author), Patricia McCormick  (Contributor) 

I Am Malala. This is my story. 

 

Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said music 

was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to school. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Malala-Yousafzai/e/B00EZMLL5W/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Patricia-McCormick/e/B001JS0O30/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2


Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for 

what she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her 

life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. 

 

No one expected her to survive. 

 

Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize 

winner. In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been reimagined specifically 

for a younger audience and includes exclusive photos and material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story 

of a girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to change the world -- and did. 

 

Malala's powerful story will open your eyes to another world and will make you believe in hope, truth, 

miracles and the possibility that one person -- one young person -- can inspire change in her community 

and beyond. 

 

 

Classic Options 

 

Treasure Island, by Robert Louis Stevenson   

The most popular pirate story ever written in English, featuring one of literature’s most beloved “bad 

guys,” Treasure Island has been happily devoured by several generations of boys—and girls—and 

grownups. Its unforgettable characters include: young Jim Hawkins, who finds himself owner of a map to 

Treasure Island, where the fabled pirate booty is buried; honest Captain Smollett, heroic Dr. Livesey,  

ambiguous Long John Silver - one moment a friendly, laughing, one-legged sea-cook . . .and the next a 

dangerous pirate leader- and many more! 

The unexpected and complex relationship that develops between Silver and Jim helps transform what 

seems at first to be a simple, rip-roaring adventure story into a deeply moving study of a boy’s growth 

into manhood, as he learns hard lessons about friendship, loyalty, courage and honor—and the uncertain 

meaning of good and evil. 

 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, by  Lewis Carroll 

On a golden afternoon, young Alice follows a White Rabbit, who disappears down a nearby rabbit hole. 

Quickly following him, she tumbles into the burrow - and enters the merry, topsy-turvy world of 

Wonderland. A series of whimsical escapades and nonsensical obstacles dictate Alice's journey, which 

culminates in a madcap encounter with the Queen of Hearts - and her army of playing cards! Is it all a 

dream, or just an alternate reality...? 

 

Watership Down, by Richard Adams 

 

A phenomenal worldwide bestseller for more than forty years, Richard Adams's Watership Down is a 

timeless classic and one of the most beloved novels of all time. 

 

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of adventure, courage, and 

survival follows a band of very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man and the certain 

destruction of their home. Led by a stouthearted pair of brothers, they journey forth from their native 

Sandleford Warren through the harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, to a mysterious 

promised land and a more perfect society. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


