
2017 HEADS OF SCHOOLS PARTICIPANTS 

 

Name School and Location 

Cavon Ahangarzadeh  International School of Ningbo, China 

Mary Ashun  Ghana International School, Accra, Ghana 

Julian Cameron  St. George's Grammar School, Cape Town, South Africa 

Catarina Chen The American School of Belo Horizonte, Brazil 

Steve Dare Hong Kong Academy, Sai Kung New Territories, Hong Kong 

Tom Egerton Franconian International School, Erlangen, Germany 

Dina Eletreby New Horizon School Irvine, Irvine, CA  

Mathew Gould Norwood School, Bethesda, MD  

Mike Hirschfeld St. Paul's School, Concord, NH  

Marisa Leon Magellan International School, Austin, TX 

Kari Loya Good Hope Country Day School, St Croix, USVI  

Marta Medved Krajnovic Stockholm International School, Stockholm, Sweden 

Steven Morris The San Francisco School, San Francisco, CA  

Tim Saburn Oak Knoll School of The Holy Child, Summit, NJ  

Rebecca Skinner International School of Brooklyn, Brooklyn, NY  

Jay Underwood High Meadows School, Roswell, GA  

Vince Watchorn The Providence Country Day School, East Providence, RI  

Jackie Westerfeld Grandview Preparatory School, Boca Raton, FL 

Bob Whelan Lake Forest Country Day School, Lake Forest, IL  

Anne-Evan Williams Billings Middle School, Seattle, WA  

Kevin Yaley Francis Parker School, San Diego, CA  
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Mary Ashun taught sciences for over 15 years in Southwest-
ern Ontario schools before joining the education faculty of 
Redeemer University.  She has since headed a private co-ed 
school in Mississauga, Ontario and is currently the head of 
Ghana International School, a K - 13 co-ed British curricu-
lum school, established in 1955 in Ghana, West Africa. Mary 
holds a BSc from Univeristy of East London (UK), a B.Ed. from 
University of Toronto and a Ph.D from SUNY Buffalo, NY.

Cavon Ahangarzadeh is the founding head of school and 
principal of the International School of Ningbo (ISN), a co-
educational Pre-K – grade 12 day and boarding school located 
140 miles south of Shanghai.  Cavon has lived in and worked 
within educational administration at international schools 
in China since 2009.  Prior to his tenure as head of school at 
ISN, Cavon worked as director of operations for a group of 
private schools in Texas.  Cavon’s prior professional experience 
includes work within the EduTech sector designing e-learning 
solutions for international k-12 schools.  Cavon and his family 
hail from Austin, Texas.

Cavon Ahangarzadeh

Mary Ashun
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Catarina Song Chen is currently serving in her seventh 
year as the school head of Escola Americana de Belo 
Horizonte (Brazil), a PK-12, coed, nonprofit international 
school. Prior to that, she worked as the International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme Coordinator and 
Lower School Principal, and has taught in both public and 
private schools. In addition to her teaching credential, 
Catarina received a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy from 
UCLA and a master’s degree in Educational Administration 
from Pepperdine University. Catarina was awarded the 2015 
National Distinguished Principal award in Washington, DC. 
In her previous life, Catarina has dabbled in fashion and 
merchandising. She enjoys volunteering for and serving on 
the board of various organizations.

Julian Cameron serves as head of St George’s Grammar School in 
Cape Town, South Africa, and has held this position since January 
2011.  Prior to joining St George’s Grammar, Julian had experience 
as deputy principal in three different South African Catholic Schools 
where he also taught. Julian took a mid-career break (2001 – 2003) 
to complete training as a psychologist including an internship year 
and year of community service within community psychiatric clinics. 
Julian had earlier international teaching experience in Australia 
and the United Kingdom. Julian holds a science degree with majors 
in chemistry and applied chemistry, a master’s degree in clinical 
psychology and post graduate diplomas in secondary education 
and in religious education.  He is married to Catherine and they are 
proud parents to Erica and Philippa, aged 9 and 7 respectively. The 
family enjoy camping, spending time on the beach and outdoors 
and relaxing at home with friends.Julian Cameron

Catarina Chen
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Stephen Dare is the head of school at Hong Kong Academy. He 
earned his undergraduate degree in education from Nottingham 
Trent University in the United Kingdom and his masters in 
international education and administration from Oxford Brookes 
University. Stephen started his career as a preschool teacher in 
Southeast England then worked as an administrator in international 
schools in North and South America as well as in Southeast Asia. 
He is the Treasurer of the Association of China and Mongolia 
International Schools (ACAMIS) Board and sits on the East Asia 
Regional Council of Overseas Schools (EARCOS) Board and the Next 
Frontier Inclusion and Common Ground Collaborative Advisory 
Boards. Stephen has embedded the work of Cognitive Coaching and 
Adaptive Schools into the daily practices and procedures of Hong 
Kong Academy and regularly presents on the role of coaching in 
building institutional trust at schools and conferences in Hong Kong 
and the Asia-Pacific region.Steve Dare

Tom Egerton
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Tom Egerton is in his third year as Director of Franconian 
International School in Erlangen, Germany. Prior to working in 
Germany, Tom was head of International School Myanmar for five 
years. Before this, Tom spent twelve years in the Philippines at 
Brent International School where he began his administrative career 
gaining experience as an elementary and middle school principal 
and principal of a K-8 campus. Tom has also has taught in England 
and Singapore and for five years in Australia. Tom is married, has 
three daughters, and  is a keen sportsman who enjoys playing golf, 
squash and tennis and in a previous life represented The Philippines 
in their first ever rugby test match.His overseas adventures began in 
Papua New Guinea where he spent the first five years of his life.
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Matthew A. Gould, Ph.D, joined Norwood School in Bethesda, 
MD as head of school in July of 2014 after serving as head of 
Community School in St. Louis, MO for 10 years. He began his 
career as a kindergarten teacher at Newtown Friends School in PA. 
While studying at the University of Chicago, Matthew taught at the 
Murray Language Academy.  In 1997, Matthew became assistant 
head of school and head of lower school at Far Brook School in 
Short Hills, NJ, where he served until 2004. Matthew has served 
on various independent school associations’ accreditation teams. 
He currently serves on the board of trustees of Horizons Greater 
Washington and the Field School, Washington, D.C., where he 
attended high school. Matthew earned his B.A. in sociology and 
anthropology from Earlham College and a Ph.D. in education from 
the University of Chicago. He has two children: Molly, a eleventh 
grader at Sidwell Friends School and Dave, ninth grader at Field 
School and Norwood alum.

Dr. Dina Eletreby has been the Head of New Horizon School, 
Irvine, an independent Islamic school in Southern Califor-
nia, since 2004 and an educator for over 25 years. She is an 
American Muslim of Egyptian descent who was raised in two 
religiously and culturally different environments of home and 
school. She brings with her a unique perspective that allows 
for insights into teaching and research as it relates to being a 
Muslim youth within the context of the United States. Her focus 
includes the study of American Muslim identity, considering 
their sociocultural-sociopolitical context in the U.S., as it relates 
to communities, families, and the schools that serve them. Dr. 
Eletreby received her Ph.D. in Education from Chapman Univer-
sity and has presented papers at numerous state and national 
conferences on such topics as Self-Determination, Critical Peda-
gogy, and Culturally Responsive Research Methodology.Dina Eletreby

Matthew Gould
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María Isabel (“Marisa”) León is deeply committed to 
international and multilingual education. She has worked in 
the US, Venezuela, and Colombia as a primary teacher, middle 
school principal, high school principal and head of Sschool. 
She left her position as the high school principal of Gimnasio 
Fontana, one of the leading bilingual schools in Colombia, 
to serve as the Founding Head of the Magellan International 
School in 2009. A native of Colombia, she received her BA in 
history from Bryn Mawr College and her MA in educational 
sdministration from New Mexico Highlands University. Marisa 
volunteers with the United World College (UWC) movement 
and served on the international board, now servesing on the 
Board of Trustees of UWC- USA. Marisa has two daughters 
(16 and 19) and she loves to dance and to explore new 
restaurants with her husband of 25 years.

Mike Hirschfeld is currently in his sixth year as rector of St. 
Paul’s School in Concord, NH. Mike arrived at St. Paul’s in 
the fall of 1994 to teach in the school’s then new humanities 
program. In his time at the school has also served as vice 
rector of external affairs, vice rector for admissions and 
communications, director of admissions, college adviser and 
head of house. Much of Mike’s energy as rector has been 
devoted to creating a culture of ongoing professional learning 
and continuous quality improvement at the school. He began 
his career in education at the Kent School in Kent, CT. Mike 
lives at St. Paul’s with his wife, Liesbeth, and their children 
Hannah and Gus.

Mike Hirschfeld

Marisa Leon
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Marta Medved Krajnovic was appointed director of 
Stockholm International School in Stockholm, Sweden in 
August 2013. Prior to that she worked as Associate Professor 
and Director of the Postgraduate Programme in Applied 
Linguistics at the University of Zagreb. She still teaches in 
that programme and supervises doctoral students. She is the 
author of one book and numerous research papers on the 
topic of second language acquisition and multilingualism. 
Marta has extensive international experience having lived in 
Croatia, England, Ireland, Japan, Hungary and Sweden. The 
thing she loves most is spending time with her husband and 
three children.

Kari Loya has been head of Good Hope Country Day School 
in St. Croix, Virgin Islands since 2015. Prior to his headship, 
Kari served as the director of institutional advancement at 
The Dwight School Foundation in New York City. Kari is also 
an Emmy-winning voice-over artist, author and outdoor 
adventurer. He and his wife, a private school educator and 
entrepreneur, have a seven-year-old daughter.

Kari Loya

Marta Medved Krajnovic
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Tim Saburn has been head of School at Oak Knoll School of the 
Holy Child in Summit, N.J. since 2005. Prior to his time at Oak 
Knoll, Tim was the head of Saddle River Day School in N.J. for 
seven years. He is married to Tish Hartmann and they have three 
children: Matt, Tess and Rob--all at various stages of college at 
the moment. Tim loves the water and they have a small house in 
coastal Rhode Island.

Steve Morris is in his ninth year as the head of the San 
Francisco School (SFS) in San Francisco, CA. Previously, Steve 
was the dean of multicultural programs at the San Francisco 
University High School (UHS). While at UHS, Steve also 
taught English, served as the service learning co-director, and 
coached soccer. His career in education began at Sewickley 
Academy in Sewickley, PA, where Steve was the executive 
director of Summerbridge Pittsburgh, a national educational 
enrichment program for underrepresented middle school 
students, and young adults who are interested in exploring 
the teaching profession. He holds a MA degree in education 
from Stanford University and he earned his BA in English at 
The College of Wooster in Ohio.Steve Morris

Tim Saburn
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Jay Underwood has been the head of High Meadows 
School in Roswell, GA since July 2010. He moved to the 
Atlanta area from Santa Fe, NM, where he was the head 
of the Rio Grande School for five years. Jay has over 20 
years’ experience in education across the grade levels, 
holding positions as diverse as public middle school vice 
principal and adult English language instructor in Ecuador. 
He has a master’s degree in educational administration and 
supervision from Rutgers University and a bachelor of arts 
degree in English from Guilford College. Jay and his wife 
Maureen have two sixteen-year-old daughters who attended 
all of the schools at which he has been head.

Rebecca Skinner has been the head of school and co-
founder of International School of Brooklyn since its launch in 
September 2005. From 2003-2005, Rebecca led the planning 
team for the school as well as conceived of and launched 
language playgroup classes in Brooklyn as a way to introduce 
the idea of language immersion education to the community. 
Prior to her work with ISB, Rebecca worked in the non-profit 
educational world in NYC as a grantmaker and a practitioner. 
Rebecca’s love of languages and cultures began at an early age, 
led her to focus her undergraduate (Southwestern University) 
and graduate work (NYU) in French culture, international 
studies and anthropology, and is a core element of her life at 
work and home. Her husband and twins (daughter and son) 
have been equally involved in the creation and development of 
ISB; her twins will graduate from ISB in June 2017.Rebecca Skinner

Jay Underwood
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Jacqueline Westerfield has served as head of school at 
Grandview Preparatory School in Boca Raton, FL since 2003. 
Having previously worked as an attorney in Iowa and Illinois, 
Ms.Westerfield was involved with Grandview before its 
inception in 1997, relocating to Florida with her family as a 
part of the founding administration of the school. Jacqueline 
(Jackie) has four sons, a dog, and a cat. She enjoys reading, 
movies, yoga and the beach.

Vince Watchorn is head of the Providence Country Day School 
in Rhode Island. A graduate and former trustee of the Tatnall 
School (DE), he is a member of the NAIS Institute for New 
Heads faculty, lead faculty of the NAIS Fellowship for Aspiring 
School Heads, and a trustee of West Nottingham Academy 
(MD). He also serves on the Rhode Island Judicial Nominating 
Commission. Vince publishes frequently on the topics 
of education, leadership, and the history of Wilmington, 
Delaware.

Vince Watchorn

Jackie Westerfield
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Bob Whelan has been head of school at Lake Forest Country 
Day School since 2013. Prior to his time at this preK-8th grade 
school north of Chicago, Bob was the associate head of school 
at Rippowam Cisqua School in Bedford, NY. Bob also spent 
six years as an administrator at Brown University. A native 
northeasterner, Bob was a singer songwriter in a band on 
Blackbird/Atlantic records for many years in the nineties. 

Bob Whelan
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Anne-Evan Williams has been the head of school at Billings 
Middle School, in Seattle, Washington, since 2015. Prior to 
her time at Billings, Anne-Evan was the head of school at The 
Ridgewood School, in Springfield, Ohio. Anne-Evan has served 
as both a public school reading specialist, and independent 
school teacher, as well as working in the for-profit sector 
of educational publishing. Anne-Evan holds a doctorate in 
educational research from The Ohio State University. She 
resides in Seattle with her husband, Jeremiah, and son, 
Franklin, where they are enjoying exploring the Pacific 
Northwest.

Anne-Evan Williams
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Kevin Yaley was named head of Francis Parker School in San Diego, 
CA in 2010, and is the 12th person to fill the position since the 
school’s founding in 1912. Previously, Kevin enjoyed 13 years of 
teaching history, ethics and philosophy, first at the University of 
San Diego High School and later at Parker. He also coached cross 
country, track and field and soccer during that time. In 2004, 
Kevin was tapped to serve as Parker’s director of admissions. 
The following year, he was appointed associate head of school, a 
position he held for five years. He was a fellow at the NAIS E.E. Ford 
Fellowship for Aspiring Heads, and has served on the California 
Association of Independent Schools (CAIS) Board of Standards. He 
received his B.A. and M.A. in theology from the University of Notre 
Dame and his M.Ed. in educational leadership from San Diego State 
University. Kevin and his wife, Shawna, are parents of two Parker 
graduates—Solia, Class of 2013, and Indiana, Class of 2016. Their 
youngest daughter, Ansel, is a member of the Class of 2017.Kevin Yaley


