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On Friday October 26th, students from 
grades 9-12, along with faculty, packed into 
cars and a taxi bus to head to Caribbean Cin-
emas to view the newly-released film The 
Hate U Give. This was accomplished due to 
a modified schedule which allowed every-
one to experience all of their classes (which 
were shortened), and still leave school by 
12:10pm. 
 This was the first schoolwide movie 
field trip in our school’s history, although not 
without precedent: last year, Ms. Guerra took 
US History students to see Marshall, and in 
1997 Country Day School students went to 
see Amistad in the theater. Many students, 
such as Savanna Capdeville ‘20,  reported 
that it was a positive and worthwhile experi-
ence overall. “It was a great idea to take the 
high school to the movies”, she recalled, “I 
had a great time.” A similar sentiment was 
shared by Christopher Cawley ‘22, who 
wrote that students “should attend and partic-
ipate in more learning events like this. Not all 
learning may come from the classroom. Out-
side trips are very important.” Nayan Bansal 

‘19 echoed this mood by adding “we should 
do it again.” 
 Immediately after the film, The 
Panther Post emailed a Google Form survey 
to the entire High School, and received a di-
verse collection of responses. When asked 
what she liked best about the film, Miko 
Dizon-Bumann ‘20 wrote: “How well it fol-
lowed the book, while not going too much 
into detail that it got boring, and it still left 
room for some variation. It conveyed the 
overall feeling and meaning of the book re-
ally really well. It had a lot of relatable parts 
and funny scenes, while remaining serious 

and on topic. There wasn’t a moment of the 
movie that was too slow and boring. It was 
always interesting. Music choices and editing 
of scenes were really good at enhancing the 
emotions they were trying to convey.” Ms. 
Baker enjoyed the character development, 
noting: “I liked seeing Starr find her way and 
her true self - I think it’s a good message for 
everyone.” Fritz Boynes ‘22 enjoyed how 
stirring the depiction was, noting: “you could 
feel the emotions throughout the movie.”

A summary of responses from our other 
survey questions are reprinted on page 6: 

“POIGNANT AND 
POWERFUL!”

High School Field Trip to   
Caribbean Cinemas An 
Overall Success 

Actress Amandla Stenberg, cast as the lead role of Starr Carter, uses a megaphone to 
address a crowd during a climactic scene in the film The Hate U Give. 
__________________________________________________________________________
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How to join our awesome team: If you are a Good 
Hope Country Day School student interested in 
contributing to The Panther Post on either its news 
reporting or editorial teams, please email either the 
Editor-in-Chief or Faculty Advisor, or just stop by the 
PUB room and inquire face to face! 

Editorials and Letter to the Editor Policy: For over a 
year, the opinion pages of The Panther Post have 
served as an open public forum for the exchange of 
comment and criticism in a well-written and thought-
ful manner. These pages are open to students, staff, 
parents and others interested in GHCDS. To have an 
editorial or letter printed in The Panther Post, please 
limit your piece to 600 words. Editorial submissions 
must be emailed to pantherpost@ghcdsstudent.org. 
Please include your full name and title (such as grade 
level or position in the school). Letters will be pub-
lished in the paper as spacing allows. Anonymous 
submissions will not be published. Letters should not 
include any personal information pertaining to other 
people unless it is relevant to the topic at hand, which 
will be decided at the discretion of The Panther Post’s 
managing editors. All letters will be edited for style 
and grammar. While we strive to print as many letters 
to the editor as space allows, we also reserve the right 
not to print any letter. 

Advertising Policy: The Panther Post will not accept 
advertising that the staff believes to be: factually in-
accurate, designed to mislead, deceive or defraud, 
containing malicious, vindictive or unsubstantiated 
attacks, offering goods and/or services illegal for teens 
to possess, buy or use, libelous, obscene, or certain to 
create imminent danger or disruption to the educa-
tional mission of GHCDS. 

Thank you in advance for following these guidelines.

Mission: The Panther Post was established in the fall of 2017, 
and is the student-run newspaper of Good Hope Country Day 
School.
 We hope to serve two main functions on this campus. 
As an open community forum, we faithfully aim to both announce 
quality news about the GHCDS community, and present thought-
ful analysis of issues pertaining to this campus and the world at 
large. We hope to be a comprehensive source of information as 
well as a site for dialogue and discussion. The editors are partic-
ularly interested in social and political commentary and analysis 
related to campus events and global issues. We know that The 
Panther Post will function at its best when its connections with 
staff, faculty, students, alumni and student groups are strong. 
Thus, we hope to use The Panther Post to present the voices of 
a diverse cross section of Good Hope Country Day School as we 
aim to be as open and inclusive as possible. This is, we believe, 
an integral principal of journalism that must be upheld both at this 
school and beyond. 
 We aim to include (albeit not exclusively) political writ-
ings, pop culture commentary, and writings from those traditional-
ly underrepresented within the media. The Panther Post aims to 
publish online as well as 2-5 substantial print issues a semester.
 As one of the few outlets for students to explore their 
interests in journalism while at Good Hope Country Day School, 
we hope to work with students at any point in their career here. 
The Panther Post will gladly work with any interested writers, 
photographers, graphic designers, multimedia artists, and web 
designers. We hold regular staff meetings that are open to all 
members of the GHCDS community. 
 The views expressed in The Panther Post do not nec-
essarily reflect those of the paper, its staff, or Good Hope Country 
Day School. All content is copyright 2018-2019, The Panther Post. 
All rights reserved. Revised September 2018. 
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The Index!
_______________

38
Number of platinum certifications the 
Eagles album Their Greatest Hits 1971-
1975 has now earned, overtaking Michael 
Jackson’s Thriller as the best-selling al-
bum of all time, according to the Record-
ing Industry of America. 

130
Number of pink Cadillacs that escorted 
Queen of Soul Aretha Franklin’s casket to 
her August 31 funeral in Detroit. 

240
Number of students attending the I 
Promise School in Akron, Ohio, which 
is being bankrolled in part by NBA star 
LeBron James; the new public school, 
which opened on July 30 to third and 
fourth-graders, provides each student 
with, among other perks, a bike and 
scholarships to the University of Akron.  

312 to 1
The CEO-to-worker compensation ration 
in 2017, according to a new report on the 
CEOs of America’s top 350 publicly held 
companies by the Economic Policy Insti-
tute. 

6,000
Average number of tweets posted per 
second worldwide, according to Internet 
Live Stats. 

7,000
Approximate number of children under 
5 who die of diarrhea each year world-
wide, according to a new Global Burden 
of Disease study. The number of such 
deaths dropped by a third between 2005 
and 2015. 

60,000
Number of households across Puerto 
Rico that still don’t have a proper roof ca-
pable of withstanding a Category 1 storm, 
according to Fernando Gil, the island’s 
housing secretary. 

$306 billion
The total cost of weather damage to the 
U.S. economy in 2017. 

FOR THE RECORD
A Collection of Quotes From Around Campus, the Territory, the Country and the World  

“You have given America an 
amazing, teaching moment. 
You have inspired and you have         
enlightened Americans.” 
~ Connecticut Senator Richard Blumen-
thal, praising Dr. Christine Blasey Ford for      
coming forward and testisfying to the Senate 
in the Supreme Court confirmation hearing.

“Our country is telling [boys] 
not only that sexual assault as a 
teenager is forgivable, but that if 
the allegations are true, it would 
not even disqualify a person from 
the highest court in America. As a 
teenage girl, it terrifies me.” 
~ Elizabeth Love, student, age 18.

“It is time for this war in                           
Afghanistan to end.”
~ General John W. Nicholson, outgoing com-
mander of the U.S. and NATO forces in Af-
ghanistan, at the ceremony marking the Sep-
tember 2 change in command there.

“There is rape because there are 
rapists, not because there are 
pretty girls.” 
~ Leni Robredo, Vice President of the       
Philippines, denouncing President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s remark that rape will exist “as long 
as there are many beautiful women.”  

“Truth isn’t truth.” 
~Rudolph Giuliani, President Trump’s per-
sonal lawyer, discussing on NBC’s Meet the 
Press whether Trump should testify to special 
councel Robert Mueller; he later explained 
that he meant the statement as a description 
of a he-said, she-said situation, not “a pontif-
ication on moral theology.”

“The best way to stop a bad 
guy with a gun is 75.4 million                
Millennials with a vote.”
~ Jenna Blum, author 

“Words matter, particularly when 
they are spoken by the head 
of government. The President 
shouldn’t refer to the press as the 
enemy of the people. People hear 
that and they follow it.”
~ Republican Arizona Sen. Jeff Flake, a 
frequent Trump critic, in an interview with 
CNN’s Chris Cuomo on Wednesday October 
24. 

“Please don’t use a blowtorch to 
kill spiders.” 
~ Tweet posted October 25th by the Fresno, 
California Fire Department, after authorities 
say a man apparently set a California home 
on fire while using a blowtorch to kill spi-
ders. 29 firefighters were called to a housing 
development to put out a two-alarm blaze. 
Authorities say a man was house-sitting for 
his parents when he tried to kill black widow 
spiders with a blowtorch. He got out safely, 
but the home’s attic and second story were 
damaged. There’s no word on what happened 
to the spiders.
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From the 
Editor 

Even More of
The Index!

_______________

7,000
Number of lizards and insects worth 
about $40,000 stolen from the Philadel-
phia Insectarium and Butterfly Pavilion in 
late August; authorities suspect the theft 
of up to 80% to 90% of the museum’s col-
lection was an inside job. 

14,000
Number of cans of deodorant the city of 
Vienna, Austria handed out to subway 
passengers when temperatures climbed to 
95 degrees F last summer. 

2045
Year by which California vows to rely 
100% on renewable energy, per a bill 
Governor Jerry Brown signed September 
10. 

800,000
A record number of people regis-
tered to vote in the midterm elections 
on National Voter Registration Day, 
September 25th, surpassing the previ-
ous record set during the 2016 pres-
idential campaign. The correspond-
ing campaign had aimed to register 
300,000 people.

$3 million
Amount Jocelyn Bell Burnell earned as 
part of a Special Breakthrough Prize in 
Fundamental Physics, which she plans 
to use to fund scholarships for under-
represented groups in the field; her work 
earned a 1974 Nobel Prize, but the award 
went to her supervisor as she was a grad-
uate student at the time. 

$350 million
Amount the National Retail Federation 
estimates that people spent on Halloween 
costumes for their pets this fall.

950 million
Average number of hours per day that 
users spent on Facebook’s services at the 
end of 2017, according to the company. 

It’s always an interesting experience going 
into a new school year. What will classes be 
like? What new thing will happen this year, 
not to be forgotten for years to come? (Se-
nior prank day 2018, anyone?) How will our 
social lives change? How will our sports sea-
sons go? Who will we have become by the 
end of the year?
 Though we’ve only just finished 
the first quarter, some of these questions are 
already have answers. Classes are definitely 
getting difficult, or at least for chemistry stu-
dents like myself. We’ve all heard our share 
of stories around campus, ranging from the 
controversial to the comedic. It’s gotten to 
the point where we’re all starting to get in 
the groove of things, taking baby steps into 
the 2018-2019 school year. The same goes 
for the Panther Post - we’re taking baby steps 
into our first issue for this year. And we need 
you to help us.
 I know writing for the school paper 
seems boring or lame to a lot of the Upper 
School. Despite how much it seems like I 
probably don’t understand this concept - after 
all, as some of you may know, I live for this 
journalism thing - I get it. This isn’t River-
dale, and if there’s no murder to investigate 
(and no Cole Sprouse to investigate with, 
ahem), why bother writing for the school 
paper? Nobody reads it anyway, right? Plus, 
we’re all busy with our respective academ-
ic, extracurricular, and social responsibility. 
Why waste precious time writing something 
that very few people will bother with any-
way?
 Here’s the thing. Passing through 
the hallways and talking with friends, I hear a 
whole lot of talk about things students aren’t 

happy with. 
 “The school isn’t worth the price 
we pay for it. Dress code is enforced unfair-
ly. The administration treats some students 
differently than others. We don’t learn any-
thing in this class. We don’t do anything in 
that club. This rule is messed up. That rule is 
messed up.” 
 I’ve heard variations of every single 
one of these statements from so many differ-
ent people at GHCDS. It makes me wonder: 
if this issue makes you so upset, why don’t 
you bother to say anything about it? Why do 
we expect change if we don’t voice our opin-
ions?
 This is our school. We have the 
power to change it.
 So say what you think. Take 15 
minutes out of your study hall, type up your 
burning opinions in a Google Doc, and share 
it with the Panther Post. You’re done. That’s 
all it takes.
 Yeah, maybe the school paper is 
kind of lame. Our staff writes for a fairly 
uninterested audience that’ll probably throw 
the paper away within 10 minutes of being 
handed a copy. But our school paper is by 
the students, for the students, and it has the 
potential to be a powerful tool. My personal 
goal for the Panther Post this year is to create 
a place for us to say what we believe in a way 
that will get people to listen. We deserve to 
have our voices heard.
 If you’ve made it this far, then what 
are you waiting for? You’ve read this whole 
thing for a reason. Clearly, you’ve got some-
thing to say.
 Have a great year, Panthers.

~ Carolyn Grimm, Editor-in-Chief
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It is difficult to quantify the number of pos-
itive benefits that exist as a result of having 
a student newspaper within an educational 
institution. It in an invaluable resource for 
students who, after all, need an outlet for 
their creativity, ideas, and developing crit-
ical thinking skills. A school newspaper is 
the perfect medium to allow responsible ex-
pression, the challenging of ideas, create new 
student interactions and expand peer-to-peer 
influence, and much more.
 At the High School level, students 
are essentially adults with developing ma-
turity, ideas, philosophies, and identities. 
A newspaper can be instrumental in shap-
ing opinion, perspective, and debate - all 
of which are invaluable when entering the 
workplace and contributing to society. With 
a newspaper, students have a voice and can 
learn invaluable skills that will aid them in 
their future, and grow intellectually, socially 
and emotionally - as writers, artists and citi-
zens.
 I’d like to highlight a few of the 
many different realms  that a newspaper can 
contribute towards. These include: 

Essential Skill of Writing: Writing and jour-
nalism is an outlet for many people. For those 
in your school where this can be an outlet, a 
school newspaper is important. Want to vent? 
Put it in writing and share it! Love creative 
writing? Type it up and share it! This can also 
serve you well in the future, as the ability to 
communicate is a vital skill in any workplace 
environment, and writing helps develop that 
skill.

Essential Skill of Editing: This actually 
goes along with writing, but both of them 
are part of a communication skill set that is 
invaluable to people. Learning to communi-
cate properly and well means a student will 
be more successful in whatever they try their 
hand at. By the way, we could use a good 
Copy Editor with an eye for detail! 

Interviewing: The ability to get to the heart 
of a matter, to talk with people, ask the right 
questions, and put people at ease in reporting 
are all part of a skill that those in a student 
newspaper can learn.

- The Critical Importance of Maintaining a Student Newspaper -

~ Christopher Lewis-Gonzalez Fletcher
FACULTY ADVISOR 

@Fletcher_USVI
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Essential Skill of Graphic Design and Lay-
out: For the graphical artists in your midst, 
a student newspaper allows them to explore 
areas of creativity and design they may not 
have had the opportunity to do before. A 
newspaper can print many things from com-
ics to advertisements. All of it will require a 
graphic artist to lay it out in a way that not 
only makes sense, but is pleasing to readers. 
This is another skill a newspaper can help 
develop. And while we’re on the subject, I’d 
like add that we’re eagerly seeking a Layout 
Editor to join our team, learn the InDesign 
software used for layout and help us put to-
gether each issue. This is a great opportunity 
for creative-minded students, it looks good 
on a college application, and community ser-
vice hours will be awarded for your effort. 
Win-win-win! 

Keeping people informed: This is what it’s 
all about - a school newspaper is a great way 
to keep people in the know. What’s happen-
ing on or off campus? What are the latest 
fads and trends? What are worthwhile books 
to read or films to watch? How are our sports 
team doing? As tangible objects you hold in 
your hands, newspapers tend to get explored 
more thoroughly than websites, and thus still 
hold a paramount place in the transission of 
ideas. 

Student Body: There are many things that 
the student body needs to know that Snap-
chat, Twitter and Facebook don’t adequately 
cover. While social media thrives on rumour 
and gossip (and, let’s be honest, cat memes), 
a school newspaper committed to objective 
reporting can do so much more and keep 
people informed of the truth at the same 
time. And given that the degree of autono-
my and independence that a student newspa-
per affords and nurtures, it can also connect 
students more strongly to their school. The 
newspaper aids all other student activities 
through stories about the activities that stim-
ulate attendance and participation. Working 
for a school newspaper is something that 
students can put on their resumes. A school 
newspaper provides real-world experience 
that exceeds a classroom assignment - be-
cause it isn’t a classroom assignment.

Parents: Parents like to be informed and kept 
abreast of what’s going on, and beyond The 
Weekly News emails or our school’s Face-
book page, a newspaper is a great medium to 
achieve this. Not only can parents and fami-
lies stay informed, they can also see the lev-
el of student involvement on a much broad-
er scope, which can help generate topics of 
conversations with their children. Ultimately, 
parents will find a school newspaper to be a 
very informative and valuable tool.

Staff, Faculty, and Administration: The 
newspaper is just another way - a great way - 
to keep teachers and the administration in the 
know of legitimate student concerns, likes, 
dislikes, and trends. This is invaluable for 
teachers who want to stay more connected to 
the student body. The school administration 
also profits from having a school newspaper. 
If the newspaper is run by the students, the 
administration will be more plugged into the 
pulse of the student body, able to understand 
and know what is important to the students.

The Wider Community: Many people who 
are not necessarily directly involved with 
day-to-day happenings in school will still 
feel a desire to be part of the school - par-
ticularly alumni. A newspaper can help keep 
these and other parts of our community in-
formed and engaged.

 All of this is in addition to the true 
purpose and value of a newspaper which is to 
give students a voice in the school. That alone 
brings participation, interest, and value to the 
overall school experience, and that alone is 
worth having a journalism elective or news-
paper club in school. I encourage everyone to 
support local student journalists, whether by 
reading and sharing our articles, donating pa-
per or other resources (hint: high school kids 
will never turn down pizza) or stopping by 
the PUB newsroom to share a skill you have, 
such as editing, publishing or layout design.
 We need your support, and as this 
publication grows stronger, so will our com-
munity. #SaveStudentNewsrooms   #Student-
JournalismRocks  #PressFreedom
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Poll results taken from a Google Form survey emailed to the entire Upper School. 
__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________

“The film, to me, was much better 
than the book. I thought the book 
could’ve been written better, but 
the movie was produced  wonder-
fully. I wish that the   movie didn’t 
skip on something’s, though.” - 
Savanna Capdeville ‘20
____________________________________

[Continued from the front page]

What part of the story told by the movie 
was the most powerful? Why?
Kara Barton ‘22: “When Starr stood up and 
spoke for Khalil, because she wanted to be 
a better friend for him, and speak up, make 
a change.” 
Miko Dizon-Bumann ‘20: “For me, I think 
one part that was really powerful, was a rel-
atively simply put scene, with no more than 
what happened. This scene was Maverick’s 
altercation with the cops and they treated him 
so badly for doing absolutely nothing. I think 
it was really powerful because it showed ex-
actly the type of abuse we talk about black 
people facing. There was nothing made up 
about that scene, anyone watching it saw 
how this was really what it was like out there. 
And then we had Sekani crying because they 
were hurting his dad, and we have everyone 
around recording the abuse, infuriated, which 
is very accurate for how a lot of police brutal-
ity cases are exposed to the public.”
Savanna Capdeville ‘20: “When Sekani has 
the gun. The hate that society and the peo-
ple around him had given him lead up to him 
holding that gun, an action whose conse-
quences could have taken his life. I was so 
terrified that Sekani would lose his life and I 
knew he wasn’t a threat but I also knew who 
the police saw. They saw an armed black boy 
and I was so scared that he’d lose his life for 
making this mistake.”
Christopher Hasson ‘22: “The protest.”
Nayan Bansal ‘19: “When Starr got the cour-
age to go up on the car and tell everybody 
that she was the witness.  At that moment, she 
no longer was scared about what happened 
to her, but instead to what could happen to 
her race.” 
Dean of Upper School Ms. Grey: “When 
Starr’s little brother picked up the gun. See-
ing how the hatred of the adults around af-
fected him relates to how hatred passes from 
one generation to the other.” 

What was the strongest emotion that you 
felt when watching the film?
“Shock and sadness.” - Kara Barton ‘22
“Pain. I felt so much pain when Khalil was 
shot. I wanted to cry. It was awful knowing 
that he didn’t deserve to die and that his life 
was over.” ~ Savanna Capdeville 
“Sadness.” - Nayan Bansal ‘19
“I felt joy, and sadness.” ~ Ms. Grey 

“Poignant and powerful!” - Mr. Fletcher 
“How are we 
going to fix so-
ciety? Shame for 
my country.” ~ 
Ms. Schill

How did the 
film compare 
with the book? 
Which version 
did you enjoy 
more? Why?
“I liked the mov-
ie more because 
it honestly felt as 
if you were there 
yourself.” - Kara Barton ‘22
“I liked the book better - the richer details of 
Starr’s story.” - Ms. Baker 
“The film, to me, was much better than the 
book. I thought the book could’ve been writ-
ten better, but the movie was produced won-
derfully. I wish that the movie didn’t skip on 
something’s, though.” - Savanna Capdeville 
‘20
“I enjoyed the movie a little bit more.  The 
book was good, but it doesn’t emphasize the 
emotions people had as well as the movie 
did (where you can actually see it).” - Nayan 
Bansal

“I enjoyed the book more because the mov-
ie had parts that weren’t 
in the movie so you saw 
the complete version.” ~ 
Fritz Boynes ‘22
“I enjoyed the book more 
because, while reading I 
had everything set up in a 
certain way, but the mov-
ie is someone else’s work 
and interpretation of the 
book. Also I was able to 
achieve a better connec-
tion.” - Andre Mcintosh 
‘20 
 The film also in-
spired a number of deep 

reflections that mirrored the ones from the 
Student Symposium at the start of the semes-
ter. For example, Josie Calhoon ‘21, opined: 
“it angers me that not all white people real-
ize they are privileged and automatically get 
more power than others because of their race; 
in the movie at first Chris did not understand 
that but in the end he did, but the thing that 
gets me mad is people like Haley, who never 
understand what black people go through.”
 Overall, it appears that the field trip 
to Caribbean Cinemas was a success, as ev-
idenced by the positive feedback from stu-
dents and faculty alike. 



TEACHER’S 
ASSISTANTS 

NEEDED!
If you have a “spare” Study Hall 
that you can use to help in the 
Lower School, please see Ms. 
Thatcher. Thank you! 

SCHOOL NEWS 

On the third day of the 2018-
2019 school year, an Upper 
School student symposium 

was held in lieu of regular classes. 
The symposium, an all-day event, 
featured several different events, in-
cluding instructions on what to do in 
an active shooter situation, a review 
of key handbook rules, and group 
discussions on the summer common 
read, The Hate U Give.
 During the first part of the 
day, FBI Agent Calhoun came in to 
discuss what to do in the event of an 
active shooter situation. The adminis-
tration explained that the necessity of 
such a conversation is due to the in-
creasing number of school shootings 
in recent years.
 The day also included dis-
cussions on other topics. Several stu-
dents went up in front of their peers to 
give their thoughts on the meanings 
of GHCDS’s four core values: citi-
zenship, integrity, respect, and schol-
arship. Additionally, a review of sev-
eral handbook rules was conducted, 
sparking conversation about some of 
the rules. In particular, the new dress 
code caused a bit of a stir among stu-
dents, with some praising the more 
gender-neutral wording of this year’s 
dress code and others voicing concern 
over the possibility of having uni-
forms next year. Ms. Banwaree also 
held a “dress code fashion show,” 
where a group of students got on 
stage to demonstrate which clothing 
items fit dress code and which ones 
don’t. 
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Above: Students share their reflections on the meaning of the Core Values with the Up-
per School student body. Photo by Lilyana Stevens. 
__________________________________________________________________________

 Students were given a break 
from these more serious topics with a 
game of bingo, designed to help stu-
dents interact with each other, espe-
cially new students.
 During lunch, students were 
able to enjoy free pizza, courtesy of 
last year’s senior class. Tables were 
set up for group discussions of the 
common summer read, The Hate U 
Give by Angie Thomas. During the 
discussions, students talked about 
themes the novel touched on, from 
racial discrimination to police brutal-
ity to class divisions. A special show-
ing of the book’s movie adaptation 
will be held during school hours so 
GHCDS students can continue these 
important conversations.

Welcome Back - GHCDS’s First Student 
Symposium
By Carolyn Grimm



SCHOOL NEWS 8

AP English scholars/lawyers square off in the annual Snow Falling on Cedars mock trial. The stu-
dent-led mock trial was based on David Guterson’s novel Snow Falling on Cedars, and was held 
in the “San Piedro Courthouse” (actually a transformed GHCDS library building. Photo collage 
by Mr. Canning. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
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The Hate U Give 
Movie Review
By Brice Richards 

The Hate You Give is a story 
about african American teen-

age girl who struggles with her 
identity and her voice. The story 
follows the girl Starr as she ex-
periences trauma and tries to find 
justice. The teenager’s life sud-
denly begins to revolve over her 
voice and its impact. Starr, along 
with her half-brother Seven, her 
dad Maverick, her little brother 
Sekani and her Mother, Lisa, begin 
to become more and more known 
throughout their neighborhood of 
Garden Heights and the world. The 
more Starr uses her voice the more 
the world listens whether they like 
what she says or not.
 My favorite character was 
Starr’s half-brother Seven. I liked 

him because of how he seemed to 
be the least complicated out of the 
family. Seven 
always want-
ed what was 
best for both 
sides of his 
family. Seven 
took a beat-
ing from his 
d r u g - d e a l -
ing father King just so that Starr 

wouldn’t have to suffer for using 
her voice. Seven never seemed to 

be committed 
to anything 
else other 
than protect-
ing his fami-
ly and that’s 
s o m e t h i n g 
anyone can 
respect.

 I really enjoyed this movie. 
I think it did, however, cut out a lot 
of quality scenes from the book by 
Angie Thomas. The scene where 
Seven and Chris had become basi-
cally brothers shouldn’t have been 
cut. The other missing scene was 
the one where Starr and her Asian 
friend talk about Hailey. I would 
rank the movie a 8.5 out of 10 with 
1 being the worst and 10 the best. 
I rate it this because the movie was 
really good but could have been a 
bit better with the character devel-
opment of other characters besides 
Starr. 

_______________________________

“I really enjoyed this movie. I think 
it did, however, cut out a lot of 
quality scenes from the book by 
Angie Thomas.” 
_______________________________



EDUCATOR PLEDGE
 
 Voting is critical to the future of our democracy.

As teachers, professors, school administrators, and staff, we believe that every student who is eligible to vote 
should have the opportunity to do so. Part of our responsibility as educators is to help young people recognize that 
their voices matter. And yet, in the last midterm election, less than 20% of 18-29 year olds voted. We hope that all 
students, no matter who they support, will make their voices heard at the ballot box this November. 

By signing this pledge, we commit to encouraging our students to vote on Election Day - November 6, 2018. 
We will make every effort to accommodate students as they seek to participate in our democracy, including by 
recording classes and distributing notes. We will help to provide information about voter registration and polling 
places. And, where possible, we will excuse temporary absences for students who are exercising their right to 
vote, or reschedule our classes altogether. We hope our colleagues will do the same.

Signed,

Kate Baker 
Olga Capriola 
Christopher Fletcher 
Laurie Schill 
Roger R. Summerhayes
Sherry Hotter 

Got an opinion on something important? 
Submit an editorial to The Panther Post! 

Email to pantherpost@ghcdsstudent.org
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*This pledge has over 350 signatures from educators at 180+ institutions 
in 45 states and territories, as of 11:45am November 5th.  



Safeguarding Our 
Election System
By Michael Dizon-Bumann 
 

An estimated 67 percent of Americans 
get at least some of  their news informa-
tion from social media and this may not 
sound like much but it is affecting elec-
tions through fake news, disinformation, 
and spam. In the 2016 presidential elec-
tion fake news was common and made up 
news sites were spreading rumors in an 
attempt to shift the election in either Hil-
lary’s favor or Trump’s favor. For example 
in the 2016 election The Denver Post’s 
“there’s no such thing as The Denver 
Guardian,” article calls out a fake news 
site claiming to be the oldest news 
_______________________________

“The government cannot just 
simply shut down these bots 
because that would violate our 
freedom of speech but what they 
can do is educate the     masses 
on fake news and the reality of 
social media with its bot crisis.” 

_______________________________

source in Denver and causing disinforma-
tion about Hillary with an article named 
“FBI AGENT SUSPECTED IN HILLARY 
EMAIL LEAKS FOUND DEAD IN APPAR-
ENT MURDER-SUICIDE.” Although most 
people will verify the source and discover 
that it is total nonsense, there are some 
who will believe this and vote for Trump 
because of fake news articles like this 
one.

 Another way people are trying to 
influence elections is with mass amounts 
of social media bots. A report from The 
Sun claimed that up to 20% of tweets 
related to the 2016  presidential elec-
tion were posted from bots. These social 
media bots are designed to appear like 
regular social media accounts but are             
really just computer programs designed 
to spread misinformation and usually right 
wing views. Russia has been suspected 
to create mass amounts of social media 
bots to influence the U.S, French, and 
German election with right wing views 
and fake news about the rivalling parties.
 Social media aren’t doing much 
too prevent these bots from flooding their 
platforms in an attempt to cause chaos 

because they actually benefit them. Bots 
generate more data for these companies, 
which in turn generates more advertising 
opportunities. The government cannot 
just simply shut down these bots because 
that would violate our freedom of speech 
but what they can do is educate the     
masses on fake news and the reality of 
social media with its bot crisis. This would 
in turn give foreign powers and powerful 
individuals less influence from creating 
these bots and spreading fake news and 
would give the U.S better and more reli-
able elections.

EDITORIALS 
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Infographic How to spot fake news published by the International Federation of Library Associations and 
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Should We Be                            
Concerned About the 
Decreasing Voter              
Turnout? 
By Shana Sargeant

Democracy is a political value in the 
United States. It is said that the gov-
ernment should be accountable to the 
people, but what do the people give in 
return? All Americans have individu-
al responsibility and civic duties that 
they can fulfill and do their part. Vot-
ing is one of the many ways citizens 
can participate in government, and 
one of the most important rights they 
have. However, even with this right 
there is a low voter turnout percent-
age, especially by the younger crowd. 
How does this affect our country and 
democracy?
    One reason we should be concerned 
about the low voter turnout is be-
cause when the voter turnout is low, 
the “majority rule, minority rights” 
concept gets destroyed. In the 2016 
Presidential Election, voter turnout 
fell to 57.9%, meaning around 95 
million voters decided not to partic-
ipate. Breaking it down further, the 
black voter turnout rate dropped all 
the way to 59.6% in 2016 from its 
peak in 2012 of 66.6%. Meanwhile, 
the voter turnout increased for whites 
from 64.1% in 2012 to a 65.3% in 
2016. Latinos’ voter turnout stayed 
around the same with 48.0% in 2012 
to 47.6% in 2016, likewise, the wom-

en’s turnout was close with 59.3% in 
2016 versus 59.7% in 2012. Millenni-
als voter turnout had an increase from 
46.4% in 2012 to 50.8% in 2016, 
however, considering they are the fu-
ture of our country, there should be 
more participation from that group. 
        What do all these statistics mean? 
Having just 57.9% of people voting 
______________________________

“Lack of participation destroys 
democracy,  majority rule and  
minority rights, and does not 
give an accurate representation 
of what the people want.”
______________________________

has a huge impact on our politics. In 
addition, the minority will rule and 
still have their rights protected. When 
this occurs, the majority of the coun-

try will be unhappy with the political 
process causing an inaccurate repre-
sentation of what the people want. 
Moreover, participation from citizens 
is the essence of democracy and with-
out it, can it still be called that? If the 
voter turnout continues to stay low, 
this could destroy the sense of de-
mocracy in America. 
    Political efficacy is the idea that 
one’s vote will have an influence on 
the political process. There are people 
that genuinely think they have no im-
pact on our government, so they don’t 
vote. This is a growing problem es-
pecially among the young, millennial 
generation. “What’s one vote going to 
do?” is the mindset they’ve built for 
themselves when in reality, their vote 
matters more than they know.
    It is clear that low voter turnout 
has an impact on our country. Lack 
of participation destroys democracy,  
majority rule and minority rights, and 
does not give an accurate representa-
tion of what the people want. While 
the idea of voting can seem intimi-
dating, it is still a very important and 
valuable right Americans have. Citi-
zens should make it their responsi-
bility to educate themselves and par-
ticipate in voting for the sake of the 
country’s future.
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FELONS AND FRANCHISE 
By Jonathan Berry 

Felons should have their franchise re-
stored after serving their time,          be-
cause the whole point is to reform and 
rehabilitate. Once they are released 
they are considered fit to return to so-
ciety and fulfill their duties as good 
citizens. 
 In most states felons lose 
their franchise while being incarcer-
ated and for a short period of time 
after release. “In 21 states, felons 
lose their voting rights during incar-
ceration, and for a period of time af-
ter, typically while on parole and/or 
probation. Voting rights are automat-
ically restored after this time period. 
Former felons may also have to pay 
any outstanding fines, fees or resti-
tution before their rights are restored 
as well.”  To be a good citizen is to 
participate in government, well if the 
government expects to release felons 
back into society and want them to be 
good members they have to do so by 
voting. Some felons are jailed for pet-
ty crimes and should not reflect their 
ability to vote for who they believe 
will push their community or the 
country in the right direction. 
 The best way to see wheth-
er or not felons are truly reformed is 
to give them the ability to carry out 
their rights as citizens normally. “Re-
stricting ex-felons from voting really 
says that, if you have committed a 
crime in the U.S., you can never be 
a full citizen again, even after serv-

ing punishment.” If the government 
shuns felons and tells them they ar-
en’t worthy or good enough to be 
apart of society even after paying 
back debts, then they will feel as if 
doing that is meaningless.“But stud-
ies have shown that, when people are 
reintegrated meaningfully in our so
______________________________

“Felons are citizens too, and if 
they are citizens enough to go 
to jail and serve time and have 
their rights read to them, then 
they should have the right to 
vote after being rehabilitated and 
released.”
______________________________

ciety, the chances that they return to 
prison are reduced and the public is 

safer.” Felons are citizens too, and if 
they are citizens enough to go to jail 
and serve time and have their rights 
read to them, then they should have 
the right to vote  after being rehabili-
tated and released.  It is contradictory 
to release prisoners for being good 
and then once they are free to say they 
are not good enough to have rights re-
instituted.

Bibliography 
Kras, Kimberly R. “Should Convict-
ed Felons Lose the Right to Vote?” 
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By Lydia Wilson

In a poll 8 years ago, only 24% of all 
eligible 18-29 year old voters in the 
United States actually voted in the 2010 
midterm elections.  This is evidence that 
young adults have lost their faith in the 
American government.  In a paper by 
Tufts University they said, “..if you study 
civics in high school you are more like-
ly to be an informed voter.”  (Medford, 
MA: Jonathan M. Tisch College of Civic 
Life, Tufts University. “The Republic is 

(Still) at Risk—and Civics is Part of the 
Solution”. 2017)   The more informed 
you are, the more likely you are to vote.  
This is why I believe, every school in the 
United States should be required to teach 
its students a government or civics class.  
 According to a study carried out 
by the American Federation of Teachers, 
26 states (District of Columbia includ-
ed) only require students to take a civics 
course, 3 states only require students to 
take a civics exam, 14 states require stu-
dents to take a civics course and test, and 
8 states don’t have any civics require-
ments.  This shows the lack of priority 
and importance of civics education in 
United States of America.
  Researchers at Tufts University 
argue, “Civic learning has been an af-
terthought in school.” (Medford, MA: 
Jonathan M. Tisch College of Civic 
Life, Tufts University. “The Republic 
is (Still) at Risk—and Civics is Part of 
the Solution”. 2017) But there are solu-
tions.  Schools can offer more courses on 

law, civics, and government.  They can 
hold debates and discussions about cur-
rent politics so that students can become 
interested in the political world around 
them.  Also there are now programs, like 
Model U.N. and iCivics, that give stu-
dents a new look at government through 
role-playing games and simulations.  Fi-
nally, let the young adults have a chance 
to speak, so they can feel that their views 
are appreciated and valued.  
 The students of today are the 
same people that will decide our future 
tomorrow.  If we don’t make the educa-
tion and nurturing our young adults our 
priority, we are practically destroying our 
chance at a better future.  But, if these 
students learn how government and poli-
tics work, they will have knowledge that 
can help them to better their communities 
and the world around them.  They will 
want to vote and be apart of selecting the 
leaders and the laws that govern them.  
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Are voter ID laws too 
strict, or important 
in preventing voter 
fraud? 
By Luca Gruber

Voter ID laws are definitely not too strict, 
and play an enormous role in preventing 
voter fraud and ensuring a fair election, in 
any circumstances. This past 2016 elec-
tion raised a couple questions that had not 
been seriously asked by a US president. 
Donald Trump brought up voter fraud 
and illegal votes. Voter fraud is a very se-
rious crime, it is the illegal interference 
with the process of an election. A total 
of 17 states require a proof of id when 
voting, considering the former, how can 
there not be voter fraud if we have illegal 
aliens. In a recent study conducted by the 
GIA concluded that upwards of 45,000 
illegal aliens have voted in the past 2016 
election. To put this into perspective, in 
the 2016 national election, Clinton won 
New Hampshire by 3,000 votes out of 
700,000. This is absurd. Lawmakers 
must do something about voter fraud.  

One way the United States can cut down 
on votes cast by illegal aliens is a man-
datory proof of ID shown by voters at 
polls. Multiple studies have concluded 
that the states that require a proof of ID 
have a lower rate of voter fraud. Recent-
ly CIS, along with other organizations, 
conducted a study that totally proved 
the grim reality of voter fraud in Amer-
ica. Voter fraud is such a serious crime 
with a very easy fix, implement vot-
er ID laws. It may make some wonder, 
____________________________

“Multiple studies have                        
concluded that the states that   
require a proof of ID have a   
lower rate of voter fraud.”

____________________________
what is the motive behind those who are 
adamantly against voter ID laws. Some 
that are for keeping illegals in the coun-
try  may say it is to get more free votes or 
to get cheap labor, either way it is unfair 
and unjust, and frankly, illegal. Another 
way to prevent voter fraud is to have pa-
per ballots, not electronic. This will elim-

Digital or Manual?
By Frances Falcon Vasquez 

“Electronic voting was supposed to be the 
future. Now paper is making a comeback.” 
says Laura Hautala CNET news writer about 
cybersecurity and privacy. At first, electronic 
voting relieved everyone and left them think-
ing that voting was going to be easy, quick, 
and errorless from then one. This was true 
until we realized how vulnerable and unre-
liable the security for these machines really 
are. On April 14 , 2015 ,  Jeremy Epstein , 
a senior computer scientist at SRI Interna-
tional, “broke down the Voting Equipment 
Report that revealed many concerns with the 
WinVote system, namely its complete and 
utter vulnerability to even the most basic of 
hackers. ” With this knowledge, in an attempt 
to save money, election administrators con-
tinued to use the same machines year after 
year even though its vulnerability to hack-
ing still persisted. If paper ballots are used 
as often as they should be , citizens would 
not have to worry that their vote might not 
count. What if a machine is hacked on elec-
tion day? They would have to shutdown the 

inate the thought of a third party interfer-
ing with our election by cyber hacking. 
The American government should fund 
organizations that have a sole purpose of 
stopping voter fraud in national elections. 
Free votes or cheap labor or not, it has 
one simple solution, make voters show a 
proof of ID when voting. A proof of ID 
when voting is a very effective thing that 
will stop illegal voter fraud, along with 
paper ballots instead of electronic ones, 
and finally, the government should heav-
ily fund organizations that solely focus 
on voter fraud  in America. These three 
methods should eradicate voter fraud 
for the years to come, so maybe the next 
generation can have a fair election.

machine, and rush to hand out paper ballots. 
By the time they find enough ballots, people 
might have left, resulting in less voters and 
less votes. Why not start the day of simply 
and use paper ballots? By voting manually 
we can prevent all of these risks. 
 In several states, including Penn-
sylvania, Virginia and Florida, many Ameri-
cans vote on machines that produce no paper 

trail.  If things go wrong, there’s nothing to 
recount. In other words, the votes that might 
have determined the real winner, were lost 
and excluded. If they were to use paper bal-
lots, this would not have occured. There are 
clearly less risks to losing your vote when 
you use paper ballots. I would rather not take 
any chances and vote on paper. What would 
you do?
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Felons Should Have 
the Right to Vote
By Aleah Mann

 A felon is a person who has 
been convicted of a crime, usual-
ly punishable by one or more years 
in prison. But the question that gets 
raised is, should felons be able to vote 
after their time is served? In some 
states, for example, Indiana, Alaska, 
or Idaho, once a felon has served their 
time, they are eligible to vote again. 
But in other states, for example,  Mis-
sissippi, Virginia, or Kentucky,  it’s 
the opposite. I believe that once a fel-
on has served their time, they should 
have the right to vote.  
 A felon is still a citizen. 
Their voice and opinion matters just 
as much as the next citizens. Judg-
ing someone based on past mistakes 
alone is a form of discriminating, and 
democracy relies on the equality of 
the people. Voting is not something 
that should be rewarded for following 
the law, it’s a privilege for all citizens. 
Punishments are supposed to better 
the felon and reintroduce them into 
society, but alienating them from the 
rest of the population by taking away 
their right to vote, does just the oppo-
site. 
 In 2016, 6.1 million citizens 
couldn’t vote because they were fel-
ons. One of the main reasons why 
felons aren’t allowed to vote in some 
states is the fact that they can’t be 
trusted to chose our leader. But, they 

can be trusted to purchase alcohol, 
drive, marry, and reproduce. They 
still have their first amendment rights, 
but not the right to vote because they 
can’t be trusted. Seems odd that they 
____________________________

“Voting is not something 
that should be rewarded 
for following the law, it’s a          
privilege for all citizens.” 

____________________________

get the same rights and treatment as 
other citizens, but can’t vote.
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 Some might think that felons 
don’t deserve the right to vote, or that 
they lost their privilege, but felons 
are citizens just like you. Just because 
they were in jail at one time, doesn’t 
mean they’re a terrible person. Most 
of them have normal lives, maybe 
even similar to yours. The United 
States of America was built off of the 
idea of freedom, and that’s what our 
country should be about today. 
 In conclusion, felons should 
have the right to vote after serving 
their time because they are citizens 
too, and if they get some of the rights 
a regular citizen gets, they should get 
all, including the right to vote. 
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Should I selfie 
my ballot?
By Melvyn Fox 

     Picture this; you have recently be-
come a citizen of the U.S. Pretty excit-
ing, right? And lucky you! It’s just about 
that time you were looking forward to; 
elections. This is your first time ever vot-
ing in the U.S, and you get so excited, 
that you want to let all your friends, and 
family on social media know. So what 
do you do? You take out your cell phone, 
and take a selfie of yourself holding the 
ballot. You then post it on Instagram, or 
Facebook, or whatever form of social 
media that you have. Now all of your 
family knows, but are you aware of the 
other people who will soon figure this 
out? It’s not safe to take a selfie with 
your ballot because this can put you at 
risk of voter fraud. In Illinois, there is 
a law which states that it is a felony to 
take a picture of your ballot. Although, 
it doesn’t mean that you would end up in 
prison because, according to Jim Tenuto, 
part of the Illinois State Board of Elec-
tions, “The reality is that no one is likely 
going to have the time to catch you on 
Election Day, and make the case against 
you”. What that is saying is that this is 
basically giving people  the green light to 

take a selfie of their ballot, and not have 
to worry about getting caught. Tenuto 
also says that “this dates back decades, 
and has more to do with voter fraud than 
just bragging on Facebook”. According 
to nowdecatur.com, “People usually take 
selfies in order to say, ‘I voted the way 
you wanted me to’”. There have also 
been bans in other states about the self-
ie-taking, but they have been overturned. 
But there is still a total of 35 states that 
have banned taking selfies during vot-
ing. For example, in Ohio, you are not 
allowed to express, tell, or show what 
you are going to do, and who you are 
going to vote for. Votes are supposed to 
be a secret. They are not supposed to be 
shown to other people. New Hampshire 

has made an updated law on September 
1st, 2014 that prohibits citizens from 
sharing the ballots on social media. And 
the New Hampshire Secretary of State 
had already investigated violations from 
a primary on September 9th. According 
to a news report on October 26th, 2016, 
famous singer, Justin Timberlake, had 
gone to Memphis, Tennessee, his home 
town, on October 24th, 2016. It is said 
that he had taken a picture of his ballot, 
and could have spent 30 days in prison. 
But he didn’t because the court said that 
no one had filed a formal complaint. He 
would have if they did, though because 
it is illegal to take selfies of the ballot in 
Tennessee. So next time, just take a pic-
ture of the “I voted” sticker instead.

Celebrity artists Justin Timberlake was threat-
ened with jail time for taking and tweeting this 
selfie with his ballot. 
________________________________________



Miraculous Celebrates 
the 3rd Anniversary of 
the Show’s Premiere!
by Alexis Matarangas -King

If you’re into anime, superheroes,and 
complicated romance cliches, this is the 
show for you! Miraculous: Tales of La-
dybug and Chat Noir tells the story of 
Marinette Dupain-Cheng and Adrien 
Agreste. By day, they’re ordinary high 
schoolers forming friendships, coping 
with bullies and teen angst, and strug-
gling to form romantic relationships. By 
night, however, they are Ladybug and 
Chat Noir, crime fighting protectors of 
Paris who are constantly fighting off the 
henchmen of the evil Hawkmoth, a fash-
ion model who controls his henchmen 
through Akumas, cursed butterflies, and 
would stop at nothing to gain the heroes’ 
Miraculouses,(jewels that gives pow-
ers to those who use them), to get three 
wishes granted, but at the cost of bending 

reality (similar to a certain evil Titan in 
Avengers: Infinity War!).
 Outside this cute dynamic 
duo,the show also focuses on other color-
ful characters including; Alya and Nino, 
a spunky blogger and aspiring DJ who 
befriends Marinette and Adrien,Tiki and 
Plagg, the adorable Kwamis, guardians 
of the Miraculouses, who help the heroes 
on their many adventures, Chloe Bour-
geois, the spoiled queen bee at the duo’s 
high school who would stop at nothing 
to make the lives of everyone on campus 
miserable, and many more. The show 
has gained a huge pop culture following! 
Gaining merchandise, appearances at 
anime conventions, a Christmas special, 
and now has a spot on popular channels 
and streaming services such as Netflix 
and Disney XD. 
 To celebrate the show’s 3rd anni-
versary, the clothing brand,GUESS, has 
launched a new clothing line inspired by 
Miraculous and the producers launched a 
new web series called Miraculous ZAG 
Chibi, in which Ladybug and Chat Noir 
appears as kawaii-anime characters. To 
learn more about Miraculous, we asked 
fans on Instagram and locally about their 

thoughts on the show and what they feel 
will be the future of the series, and this is 
what they had to say…
 “So far I think the series shows 
many issues with the characters that kind 
of pulls you in, and it makes you wonder 
how they are going to come out of their 
zone. The love square is as complicated 
as ever, the double life of the characters 
trying to stand for what is ‘right’ for them. 
So far it looks like the creators are trying 
to further draw the characters together 
and complicate more things for them, 
and with that, they are getting character 
growth. Like for example Chloe’s slow 
redemption has risen controversy over 
if people who are bullies really deserve 
a second chance, and they are showing 
it through the show, making kids and 
people learn new ideologies on how we 
should behave with people.Ok, now that 
I think about it,I think that the series is 
gonna go deep into the miraculous. With 
each new power the heroes and villains 
get they would get to explore and search 
for new dangers. Well, that’s what I think 
because if something happened to Emi-
lie and Gabriel is so desperate to bring 
her back safe, there must be something 
worse than Hawkmoth on the shadows 
that they haven’t shown yet, like when 
Master Fu escaped  from the temple. I 
think that’s where it’s going. Hopefully, 
the whole love square is going to solve 
itself, kind of. Because they love each 
other but they just don’t know it yet! And 
there are many plot holes on which they 
could easily tell, but hey who cares? It’s 
a “kid’s show” as some people would 
describe it, which I hate. So the thing is 
that, how Master Fu said in the beginning 
of Season 2, that they “have to trust each 
other in order to defeat Hawkmoth”, the 
reveal I think is gonna happen based on 
that and little by little they will work to 
get through their insecurities, specially 
Marinette.” ~ Mery Febrillet, Cosplay 
Expert
 “I think the show so far is really 
cool in the sense of the dynamic between 
the main characters. It’s always so enter-
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Alexis Matarangas-King as Capper from MLP (right) taking a selfie with Lana Perlowitz as 
Marinette (left) and a Chat Noir Cosplayer (center) at the 2018 Liberty City Anime Convent.

__________________________________________________________________________
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Played a cool game recently? Seen an awesome new movie? 
Submit a review to The Panther Post! 

_______________________
“I adore this show with all 
my teenage heart. I believe 
this show is taking a turn 
for the better! New charac-
ters and new plots? Can-
not wait for more seasons 
to come!”
_______________________

19

taining to watch these two dance around 
their feelings while also unknowingly in 
the presence of their other half. The con-
cept of Ladybug and Cat Noir’s roles of 
being good luck and bad luck (creation 
and destruction) definitely adds to the 
symbolism of what their interactions 
represent. The Miraculous jewels them-
selves have a cool design and recently 
with the addition of new powers is also 
cool. As for the direction the show will 
take, well, eventually they will have to 
reveal themselves,that’s the obvious part. 
I’m gonna guess having new Miraculous-
es being introduced will results in more 
heroes joining the fight. At this point, 
there is a lot of teasers being shown so 
it’s honestly hard to pinpoint. But new 
heroes and new villains? Definitely!This 
is probably because of the show’s target 
audience, but I would like for the ZAG 
team to put more emphasis on Ladybug 
and Chat being partners because hon-
estly, Ladybug is usually the one who 
is represented the most in the episodes. 
Chat Noir is my favorite character of the 
two and I know for a fact he is just as 
much of a hero as Ladybug. He saved her 
countless times and doesn’t usually get 
the credit where it’s due. There’s a reason 
why they are a team. They’re both im-
portant. One cannot function without the 
other.” -Anonymous, Expert Cosplayer
 “I adore this show with all my 
teenage heart. I believe this show is tak-
ing a turn for the better! New characters 
and new plots? Cannot wait for more sea-
sons to come!” -N Long, Youtuber 
 “ My thoughts on the show so 
far is that everyone has shown great 
character development. I really appreci-
ate how they are making sure that every 
little detail will in fact add more depth 
later down the line to the story and how 
the community is brainstorming about it. 
I believe it will take a slightly darker turn 
as the series goes on and Hawkmoth is 

revealed but only time will tell.” -Gem, 
Expert Cosplayer
 “I love the show. I love Adrien! 
He’s so dreamy and I love the Adrienette, 
(Adrien x Marinette), scenes. I’m hoping 
that they will find out their identities and 
finally get a romantic scene!” - Rain-
bow01Llama, Instagram Artist
 “I think the show has been tak-
ing more risks with new developments 
and many unexpected things have hap-
pened in the 2nd season that hadn’t been, 
or wasn’t explored, in the 1st season. So 
the show has gotten very exciting ,has 
found its footing, and I’d even say it’s 
now must-watch TV. Villains get even 
closer to winning and it was interest-
ing that they had twin villains at once. 
More heroes are there to help, so that’s 
cool to watch. When Ladybug and Cat 
Noir’s secret identities almost got re-

vealed, even to each other too, they took 
it in a different direction than I expected. 
I’m excited about Chloe growing a little 
in being a better person. The show has 
embraced it’s sometimes absurd humor 
such as making a baby a villain and hav-
ing dumpsters shot into space. Ladybug 
started to understand Cat Noir’s love for 
her better and Adrien got closer to Mari-
nette, but I hope for more advancement 
of all of that soon. For the show’s future 
I see it hinted that some epic fights could 
be going down, so that could be amaz-
ing! It’s also hinted that the show will be 

getting even better. I don’t expect secret 
identity reveals for a long time still, how-
ever, since Hawkmoth could use some-
body as a pawn, but if the show keeps 
taking risks then I could be wrong about 
that.”  -Lana Perlowitz, Cosplay Expert   
 “I love this show because of all 
the action and animation, but most im-
portantly because of the ships. They for 
one keep me super entertained and want 
to keep watching, and they give the show 
some sparkle. Without them, I don’t think 
I would watch the show, to be honest... I 
think the show is going to keep getting 
popular because we won a Teen Choice 
Award! So more people know about it, 
the fan accounts are getting more popu-
lar, and the ships keep getting more in-
tense with all the drama!” - Kwami Tik-
ki, Fanpager

My Ladybug and  Chat Noir Digital Fa-
nart 8/30/18 (above)

 Well, you’ve read it here folks! 
Fans are captivated by the where the se-
ries is going so far, and from their com-
ments, looks like things are about to get 
juicy!With the hype train fully loaded for 
the next season of the show, a broadway 
musical coming in 2019, and a live action 
movie coming in 2020, the show doesn’t 
seem to be going anytime soon! This is 
Alexis Matarangas -King giving you the 
scoop from The Panther Post!
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Aries (March 21 to April 19) — Ever since your 
ruling planet, Mars, ended its retrograde on Au-
gust 27, you’ve been feeling light as a feather, 
Aries. Expect those can-do vibes to continue into 
the school year — and even intensify with the full 
moon in your sign on October 24. All this posi-
tive celestial energy will likely make you feel in-
vincible (but really, when doesn’t a Ram feel this 
way?). Be sure to balance your confidence with 
a healthy amount of foresight — sure, go out on 
a Thursday night, but make sure you’re work for 
Friday is done beforehand.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)  — The cosmos 
might feel like a one trick pony for you this semes-
ter, Taurus, as Uranus (and its ongoing retrograde) 
continues to dominate your astrological outlook. 
The planet of revolution and change has been 
hanging out in your sign since May, kicking off a 
seven-year period of material and environmental 
changes. And you know who isn’t a huge fan of 
major changes? Why, it’s you, dear Bull. The best 
way to deal with the shifts that are sure to come is 
to let them roll on by without raising the alarm. As 
hard as it may be, you’ll want to resist the urge to 
lock horns with anyone this semester.

Gemini (May 21 to June 20) — Be honest, Gem: 
You kind of love going back to school. Between 
the chance to catch up three months’ worth of 
gossip and the process of selecting a whole new 
course load, you’ll likely spend all of September 
thoroughly engaged and excited to listen to what-
ever’s going on around you. The trick is to stay fo-
cused after the first month. Mercury starts its last 
retrograde of 2018 in November. Since it’s your 
ruling planet, you stand a chance at surviving this 
final backspin with relative ease — just don’t get 
careless with your commitments and communica-
tions. Find little ways to stay focused this semes-
ter, Gem. Keeping your eyes on the prize will pay 
dividends by the spring.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22) — It might be best if 
you just kept your head down this fall, Cancer. The 
cosmos is charged with Capricorn-infused energy 
right now, which might not make you feel as free 
to express your deeply held emotions as you nor-
mally would. The sign of the Goat directly oppos-
es you on the Wheel of the Zodiac, and it exists to 
teach you focus, objectivity, and ambition. You’ll 

have a chance to teach the Caps in your life about 
compassion and patience later — for now, take a 
page out of Capricorn’s book and concentrate on 
your long-term success. Look into internships, ask 
about joining the varsity team, and save any major 
projects that you’re proud of.

Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22) — Don’t be surprised if 
you want to start the school year off with an entire-
ly clean slate, Leo. Uranus in Taurus is likely the 
root of your craving for reinvention, which will 
likely hit your academic and professional sectors, 
rather than your social ones. So, unfortunately, 
last year’s friendship and relationship drama isn’t 
going away, but you’ll have the opportunity to 
change course in your education or even find a 
post-class gig that brings in a little extra cash. The 
fall semester has serious potential for you, Leo — 
just don’t jump at the first new thing that comes 
your way. Check in with yourself and deeper val-
ues before committing to anything.

Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22) — You’re in for a 
quiet start to the school year, Virgo — just the way 
you like it. Your solar season, which lasts from 
August 23 to September 22, will offer you smooth 
sailing through the first few weeks, lighting you 
up from the inside out and putting your keen orga-
nizational skills on full display. And, in the midst 
of your season comes the new moon in your sign 
on September 9. Remember what we said about 
those organizational skills? This is a perfect night 
to buckle down and set some serious goals for the 
year ahead. Maybe it’s time to start that club — or 
run for student office.

Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) — You very well 
may spend your fall semester feeling like a real 
hot commodity, Libra. For one thing, your solar 
season will highlight your already dazzling charm 
from September 23 to October 22. For another, 
Venus, your ruling planet, will flit from your sign 
to Scorpio and back again this fall, inspiring you 
to pursue harmony in your relationships and beau-
ty in your surroundings. However, the planet of 
love will begin its retrograde on October 5, so be-
ware if an ex or two starts viewing you as too hot 
of a commodity.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) — How’s that spot-
light feel, Scorpio? Are you going to bask in it or 

shrink under its glare this fall? Don’t worry — you 
have more than those two options, but the pres-
sure to perform as the school year kicks off might 
feel intense. You have your solar season, starting 
on October 23, and Jupiter to thank. The planet 
of luck and wisdom will spend the fall finishing 
up its 13-month stay in your sign, urging you to 
act with intensity and commitment, all in the name 
of uncovering the mysteries in your life. In other 
words, you could be in for a major cosmic reward 
if you just, well, be as much of a Scorpio as pos-
sible.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) — Ever hear the 
fable about the grasshopper and the ant, in which 
the ant spends all summer and fall preparing for 
the winter, while the grasshopper kicks back and 
chills, only to get caught without enough food for 
the cold months? Trust us, you’re going to want to 
be the ant this semester, Sag. Mercury will begin 
its final retrograde of the year on November 16 — 
and it’ll be in your sign when that happens. Use 
September and October to get organized. It’s nev-
er too early to start those study guides for finals.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19) — Living within 
a set of strict, specific rules is kind of a Capricorn 
kink — you all but jump at the chance to game 
(and win) a system that stands between you and 
your goals. With that in mind, prepare for a stim-
ulating fall semester, Cap: Saturn and Pluto are 
hanging out in your sign all fall, with the former’s 
retrograde ending on September 6 and the latter’s 
ending on September 30. When these outer planets 
go direct, you’ll be in for a major energy boost, so 
don’t shy away from committing to a challenging 
course load or trying out a new activity (ideally 
one you have little to no experience with).

Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) — Mars will spend 
the majority of the fall simmering in your sign, 
Aquarius, so brace yourself for a major boost in 
energy. You’ll feel like a million bucks, but your 
challenge will be to channel your renewed sense 
of motivation toward productive means. That 
doesn’t mean you can’t have fun (or take a few 
calculated risks), but you’ll be well-served to use 
Mars’ ultra-confident influence to reach the more 
scholarly goals you’ve set for yourself. Don’t be 

Continued on the next page: 



STUDENT 
SURVEY!

Question of the Issue: 
What do you think of a school uniform     

possibly being instituted next year?

21

“We had the pavilion talk, right? And Ms. 
Banwaree came and there was a whole fash-
ion show telling people about what they can 
wear, what they can’t wear, to express them-
selves, to embrace their own bodies but stay 
within the dress code. And then [Ms. Grey] 
was like, ‘Oh yeah, and by the way, we’re 
having uniforms next year,’ so you can’t 
express yourself anymore… it’s just stifling 
[creativity].” - Kieran Walter Sundaram, Ju-
nior

“I don’t think it should happen at all… I think 
there should be a dress code, and I think we 
should follow it, maybe a stricter dress code. 
I don’t think we need to do uniforms. I like 
what I wear everyday. It’s kind of what I plan 
to do in the morning. I plan to wear my own 
outfit. It sets my own mood for the day. I 
don’t wanna wake up and put the same thing 
on everyday.” - Zack Bozzo, Junior

“They should deal with the people that can’t 
obey [dress code]. I don’t think we should 
have uniforms because I feel like that’s just 
the school backing down and saying, ‘We 
give up.’ You’re supposed to have rules and 
you should be able to make people follow 
them… We’re a lot more free to express our-
selves here and be ourselves than we would 
be able to in a lot of other schools.” - Nyama 
Gibbs, Junior

“There’s not gonna be any school on St Croix 

that doesn’t have uniforms… Our school is 
known for being creative and unique… and 
[a uniform] takes away all ability of that… 
It doesn’t affect me, but if I were being af-
fected by this, I’d be very frustrated.” - Rider 
Odom, Senior

“Just take all their things, put it together, and 
that’s how I feel.” - Roxy Wallace on Zack, 
Nyama, and Rider’s statements, Sophomore

“I wore uniforms for 8 years of my life, and 
I never realized until I came here how much 
clothing expresses who you are and your 
opinions and your creativity. I really don’t 
like [the possibility of having uniforms] be-
cause you should be able to express who you 
are, and that’s basically what this school is 
about. You come here to express who you 
are. The whole thing with dress code and all 
of that doesn’t make any sense. I feel like 
they’re making it into something it’s not. It 
doesn’t really feel like it’s that big of a deal. 
They should be focusing on the education 
and other things like that - things that are ac-
tually important.” - Layla Bradshaw, Junior
“I don’t agree with it… If you go out to Cen-
tral, Complex, any of those schools, and you 

ask ‘What do you think Good Hope Country 
Day is known for?’ They make jokes, but by 
the end of it, almost everybody says ‘creativ-
ity.’ Welcome to Good Hope Country Day, 
the school that breathes creativity. Putting a 
uniform on that just locks it down.” - Carlos 
Van Gurp, Junior

And now… from a teacher’s perspective:
“I don’t disagree with uniforms. To some de-
gree, I see how it could be helpful to have a 
uniform, but it has nothing to do with dress 
code to me... I believe that no matter what 
you put on teenagers’ bodies, you guys are 
going to figure out how you want to iden-
tify yourselves, and how you want to show 
yourself and be comfortable in your skin... 
I grew up with uniforms, and people broke 
dress code all the time with uniforms. I think 
if it’s for uniformity, like the way the Antilles 
school has a uniform but it’s not a strict uni-
form, it’s just a t-shirt with the emblem and 
they wear khakis or blue shorts or something, 
I get that. But if it came into a strict, like, 
‘This is what it is,’ I don’t see how students 
are gonna be comfortable with that... I just 
don’t see it happening.” - Ms. Banwaree, Ju-
nior Class Advisor

Continued from previous page: 
afraid to get ambitious with what seems like 
a middling assignment — your initiative will 
shoot you straight to the top of the class.

Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20) — You just 
might see some of those fantastical dreams of 
yours come true this fall, little Fish. The Sep-
tember full moon, aka the Harvest Moon, will 
arrive in your sign on the 24th. As its name 
might suggest, this lunar phase is spiritually 
associated with reaping what you sow, receiv-
ing the fruits of your labor. So, what will you 
work toward ahead of the full moon, Pisces? 
A flawless test score, maybe? A leading role 
in the play? Chase your dream, but keep your 
aspirations within reason while Neptune is still 
retrograde in your sign. This movement can 
make your wildest hopes and dreams seem 
more attainable than they really are.

Student responses to the Question Of The Day whiteboard located outside of Room 5. 
__________________________________________________________________________
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ASK ALEXIS
Advice Column 

Dear Alexis, I have an 89 in Chemistry, what 
should I do to get a 90?
A: Good question! First off, an 89 is actually a 
really good grade. Good Job! Now, if you want 
to raise your grade, you can either ask your 
teacher for additional worksheets or you can 
ask for your test back, see what you did wrong, 
and make some corrections. That way, once you 
make the corrections, you can look on over your 
test and be able to understand the material by the 
time midterm or final exams come around.

Dear Alexis, what should I do if someone skips 
me in the Snack Shack line?
A: If someone skips you in the snack shack, call 
them out in a calm matter and tell them they need 
to get in the back of the line. If he/she refuses to 
get in the back of the line, either way, It’s either 
going to take him/her forever to get their lunch 
or they’ll probably get no lunch because, by the 
time they’re next in line, the main lunch of the 
day will probably run out . Tasteless actions 
equal the tasteless meal of..the karma!

Dear Alexis, should I wear a Condom for    
Halloween?
A: Your question is unclear. If you intend on hav-
ing sexual intercourse that evening, you should, 
in fact, have a condom available. But wearing 
one the whole evening...would be ridiculous and 
ineffective. If you intend to dress in a full body 
condom costume, it’s been done on numerous 
occasions and shows no sense of creativity. All 
you’ll become is a contraceptive covered d***. 
But, if wearing a condom costume will result in 
you refraining from asking such ridiculous ques-
tions like this in the future, then, by all means, 
put on the full body condom. 
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POETRY & CREATIVE WRITING 
Three Haikus for the Soul
by Alexis Matarangas-King

The Ballad of Night 

As the daytime comes to a close...
the darkness, like a cloak...
shrouds the world in it’s black mist...

Tiny gems light up the dark abyss...
like little radiant fireflies...
that were punctured delicately into the sky.

A circular light filled with great energy...
controls the stars with it’s
presence...a light bright as heaven’s smile...

Everything and everyone is surrounded by the...
majestic colors; blue and violet...
and silence..accompanied only by the wind...

The scent of Lavender and Blue Jasmine...
fills the fresh night air...
And then...the world is at rest…

Do you love creative writing? 
Are you a budding poet? 

Have you begun drafting a novel that is going to 
take the world by storm?  

Submit your writing to The Panther Post! 

The Afternoon Trials 

Leaves fall off a tree                                                                
as fast as                                                                                    
the years that go by.

The wind, like my heart                                                      
races...with every                                                                    
passing step that I take.

The afternoon sky, mixture of    

Souls That Are Entwined 

The souls that are entwined...  
in rose petals                                                                           
are the ones that last eternity.

The heart that is entwined...                                              
 to one spiritually                                                                    
makes one yearn                                                       
everlasting  compassion.      

The eyes that are fixed...                                                        
in one’s mind                                                                            
can see past another’s imperfections.

And minds that are entwined...                                            
to the heart                                                                               
only they could fully understand.

darkness and light,                                                                
like of bliss and restlessness.

The rocks stand their ground                                              
watching you to                                                                  
 see how far you’ll go.

And like the trees growing                                                      
 it’s fine branches,                                                                      
heart and mind grows stronger.



DEEP MUSINGS

By Alexis Matarangas-King

Larissa and Miko: We’d rather die 
as heroes because we can’t imagine 
ourselves being villains and terroriz-
ing others.

Makari: I would rather die a hero be-
cause to die a hero is to die a good 
citizen.

Frances:  I would rather die a hero 
because I know I can help someone 
and make a difference if I put my 
mind to it.

Shana and Imani: We’d rather die as 
heroes so we can make a difference 
and save the innocent.

Lucia: I would rather live to see my-
self become a villain because I like 
seeing things the way that they’ll 
eventually become.

Nia: I would rather die a hero to be a 
martyr and do the right thing.

25

Is there a serious, thought-provoking concept 
or idea you’d like us to write about? 

Interested in philosophy 
and the meaning of life?  

Submit your writing to The Panther Post! 

Philosophy relates to the study of, and attempts to understand, the root nature 
of reality, existence, and knowledge. There are many questions in life for which 
there are no set answers, or such diverging opinions on answers that just raise 
more questions. Each issue we will ask members of our community one such 
profound question, in order to illuminate each other in the pursuit of wisdom. 

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE: 
Would You Rather Die A Hero Or Live Long Enough 

To See Yourself Become the Villain?
Nia Canton and Chloe:  We would 
rather die as heroes because we want 
to spread good vibes and decrease 
negativity. 

Shawn: I would rather die a hero be-
cause who wants to 
be a villain?

Opher: I would rath-
er die a hero so I can 
be a good role model 
for the children!

Ouca:  I would rath-
er die a hero because 
it’s the right thing to 
do.

Molly: I would rath-
er live to see myself 
become a villain be-
cause...I wanna live!

Quincy: To become 
a villain is to live life 
to the fullest!

Savannah: I would rather die a hero 
because I want to die a good person.

Malik: I would rather live to see my-
self become a villain because villains 
are the ones who challenge society 
and the status quo.
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VOTING IN THE U.S.A. 
by Frank Longo | © 2014, The New York Times

  ACROSS 
 1 This may be 

pulled inside a 
voting booth 

 6 Big rigs on 
highways 

 11 Grp. contributing 
to a campaign 

 14 It’s often stuffed 
with pimento 

 15 Polling ___ 
(where people   
go to vote) 

 16 “The Avengers” 
co-star Thurman 

 17 A voter marks 
choices on this:   
2 wds. 

 19 Negative votes 
 20 Naval officer: 

Abbr.
 21 “___ the land of 

the free ...” 
 22 See 48-Down 
 23 Kind of PC 

monitor 
 24 ___ good job 

(performs well):   
2 wds. 

 26 “___ Out of My 
League” (2010 
romantic comedy) 

 27 Kind of election 
that follows the 
42-Across when 
no candidate 
receives the 
required minimum 
percentage of 
votes 

 30 Pertaining to 
France 

 34 “Unto us ___ is 
given” (line     
from Handel’s 
“Messiah”): 2 wds. 

 35 Kind of 
government in 
which the people 
freely elect its 
leaders 

 38 Person who 
belongs to an 
organization: 
Abbr.

 39 Make confused 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

 41 ___ v. Wade 
 42 Elections in which 

voters of each 
party choose 
candidates for 
office 

 44 “The Simpsons” 
schoolteacher
Krabappel 

 45 Actor Chuck of 
action films 

 46 Roman Catholic 
church services 

 48 ___-up (end of 
election-night 
coverage) 

 50 What a governor 
is elected to lead 

 52 Rodent in a sewer 
 53 F.B.I. employee: 

Abbr.
 56 “Norma ___” 

(Sally Field’s Best 
Actress film) 

 57 Eggs, to a 
biologist

 60 Ugandan tyrant 
___ Amin 

 61 Divide a            
50-Across into 
oddly shaped 
districts in order  
to give one 
political party     
an advantage 

 64 Spanish for 
“uncle” 

 65 Opera solos 
 66 “Now you ___, 

now you don’t”:    
2 wds. 

 67 Near-infinite time 
span

 68 What voting is, to 
every U.S. citizen 

 69 ___ returns 
(voting results just 
after the polls 
have closed) 

  DOWN 
 1 Run with 

bounding steps 
 2 Vigorous 

enthusiasm
 3 Folks given red-

carpet treatment 
 4 Election ___ 

(night before 
voting) 

 5 Put new shingles 
on, as a housetop 

 6 Practices in a 
boxing ring 

 7 Letter before em 
 8 West African 

country whose 
capital is Bamako 

 9 Clickable 
computer symbol 

 10 Tennis match 
divisions

 11 These may be 
used in voting 
booths instead
of 17-Acrosses:       
2 wds. 

 12 Love, Italian-style 

 13 ___ a vote (picks 
one of the 
candidates) 

 18 Red meat 
 24 “Nash Bridges” 

star Johnson 
 25 Eternal 
 26 Title for a knight 
 27 Highway exit 
 28 Consumer 
 29 Appointment of a 

candidate to run 
for an office 

 31 Famous ___ 
(cookie brand) 

 32 Gymnast Mary 
___ Retton 

 33 Digital watch 
readout, for short 

 35 602, in Roman 
numerals 

 36 Orange traffic 
marker

 37 Positive votes on 
the Senate floor 

 39 Tavern 
 40 Make a blunder 
 43 Floor-cleaning tool 

 44 Suffix with Japan 
or Vietnam 

 46 Polite address   
for a lady 

 47 “Relax, soldier!”:  
2 wds. 

 48 With 22-Across, 
candidates added 
to 17-Acrosses by 
voters themselves 

 49 Election news 
may be heard    
on this 

 51 Lovers’ secret 
meeting 

 53 Gel in a petri dish 
 54 Former Spice Girl 

Halliwell 
 55 High-school   

math subj. 
 57 German-Polish 

border river 
 58 It may cover a 

bride’s face 
 59 Like the SoHo 

crowd 
 62 Cheerleader’s 

shout
 63 Teachers’ org. 
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Above: Seniors John David, Nayan Bansal, Angelo Capriola and David Conhoff 
perform a musical skit during the Halloween Talent Show on Friday November 2nd. 
Photo by Aleah Mann. 
______________________________________________________________________

Crossword Puzzle Answer Key
(we know you got them all correct the 

first time and are just checking!)



2910 QUESTIONS
PERSONAL PROFILE

Aaron Roberts (Voice Actor)
By Alexis Matarangas-King

Q: Do you have other occupations out-
side of voice acting?
A: I make a living through various forms 
of acting: commercials, industrial films, 
print work, film/television, as well as 
theatre, and I’m also a scenic carpenter. I 
probably build sets for about five produc-
tions every year.

Q: What was your experience like 
voice acting on Tokyo Ghoul?
A: Unexpected. I had no idea that I was 
going to be recording the character of Uta 
the first day. It was a total surprise. That’s 
one of the most subtle and nuanced per-
formances I’ve had the opportunity to 
provide, and one of the more challeng-
ing, considering his character shift in the 
third season. Navigating that was very 
interesting. 

Q: Of all the work that you’ve done, 
what has been your favorite voice act-
ing project?
A: Of course, this answer will change 
with time, but currently, it’s a toss up. 
It’s between Max Galactica from Ace At-
torney and Barbero from 91 Days. Max 
provided a chance to do something you 
don’t get to do a lot in anime: playing a 
character with multiple personas and per-
forming with an American Southern ac-
cent. 91 Days is one of the most sophisti-
cated projects I’ve worked on. It felt like 
I was doing ADR (Automated Dialog 
Replacement) for a project for which I 
did on-camera acting.

Q: What’s your favorite anime charac-
ter(s)?
A: Dr. Stein from Soul Eater, and Unico 
(Google it; you won’t be sorry.)

Q: There is a Tokyo Ghoul theory go-
ing around that Uta was, at one point, 
the One Eyed King, what do you have 
to say about that theory?

A: I’ve been tracking this theory, and I 
want to commit to it, but I’m not entirely 
sold.

Q: Do you consider Uta x Yomo or Uta 
x Itori to be an official Tokyo Ghoul 
ship?
A: Ships are ships when you ship them, 
official or not. So, yes.

Q: What’s the most challenging part of 
voice acting?
A: I would say the most challenging 
part of voice acting is auditioning. You 
analyze the character breakdown, try to 
make sense of the direction, personify 
the voice to the best of your ability, give 
it your all, and then you have to forget 
about it and let it go.

Q: Any upcoming projects outside of 
Tokyo Ghoul?
A: I’m voicing Cae (Khai) in Dragon 
Ball Super, which is a true honor. And 
I’m currently working on numerous other 
anime shows, which is always awesome. 

Q: Ever thought about directing and/
or acting in movies or broadway shows 
outside of voice acting?
A: Of course! I audition for film and TV 
all the time, but there’s not a lot of huge 

Aaron Roberts (left) and Alexis Matarangas- King as a Jellicle Cat from CATS (right) at 
the 2018 Liberty City Anime Convention.
__________________________________________________________________________

projects filming in Texas right now. I was 
recently on a month-long hold to play a 
detective in the 3rd season of a very pop-
ular TV show, but was released after re-
writes. That’s show business. I’d always 
be open to performing on Broadway, but 
the theatrical world has changed a lot, and 
you can find high-caliber performances 
all over this country. And wherever good 
work is being done, I’ll be happy to be 
there to do it.

Q: Anything else you would like to say 
to all your fans or Tokyo Ghoul fans 
reading this?
A: Get an Uta tattoo on your body as soon 
as you can! And tag me with @aaronrob-
ertsyes on all platforms! But seriously, 
thank you for all your love and support. 
It means the world.



Panthers            
Compete at 43rd 
World Chess  
Olympiad in          
Batumi, Georgia
Congratulations to our Chess Olym-
piads! David Conhoff and Nayan 
Bansal represented the Virgin Islands 
at the 43rd World Chess Olympiad in 
Batumi, the Republic of Georgia for 
a two week period.  They competed 
against Grand Masters from all over 
the world. 
 During a lunch break on the 
Upper School patio, The Panther Post 
staff got a chance to meet with senior 
Nayan Bansal, who just recently re-
turned from Georgia. Excerpts from 
the interview are below: 

Describe your toughest match: 
“For our toughest match we went 
against Morocco - they were all mas-
ters. The person I played was an in-
ternational master, so that was our 
toughest.” 

Were you surprised by the winning 
country, China? 
“No, I mean China of course over the 
time has always proven to me to be 
the best, alongside the United States 
and Russia. They were always neck-
and-neck. 

What did you think about the host 
venue? 
“Oh, it was great! For me, it was my 
first time being at an Olympiad. Just 
the experience of seeing the people 
from all around the world, top play-
ers. And just that idea - it was great. 
Playing against the best people from 

each country was a great experience, 
because you will lose games, but it 
will make you better as a player, and I 
got to experience that.” 

What’s the most important lesson 
you’ve learned as a result of this 
experience? 
“It’s the fact that we played GREAT 
people, from different countries, and 
I’ve said this before, but [the lesson] 
that you will lose games. It’s part of 
the experience: you will lose and you 
will learn from your mistakes. We 
had the privilege, the Virgin Islands 
team, of teaming with a grandmaster 
from Ukraine. His name was Jousef 
Dorfman, and after every one of our 
games, he told us everything that we 
needed to know, in order to prevent 
us from making those mistakes next 
games. 

Anything else you’d like to commu-
nicate to The Panther Post readers 
or aspiring chess players? 
“Uh, well, you know chess is of 
course a very strategic game. Most 
people might not know that it’s quite 
a popular game. But, if you’re not 
into chess, you should really get into 
it, you could learn a thing or two!”

The Panther Post
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Senior David Conhoff presenting to the Board of Trustees about their experience at the 
43rd World Chess Olympiad. Photo by Nadia Garriga-Cerni. 

__________________________________________________________________________
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Twenty talented high school sailing 
teams from the U.S. Virgin Islands to as 
far north as Maine competed this month 
at the Larry White Invitational at the 
United States Coast Guard Academy in 
New London, CT. In terms of format, the 
regatta was sailed in two divisions in a 
single round robin format. The intent was 
to use two fleets of boat at all times. All 
races were sailed on the Thames River in 
close proximity to the Jacobs Rock Sail-
ing and Seamanship Center. Light, fluky 
winds and strong currents on Connecti-
cut’s Thames River all made for chal-
lenging racing.  
 After the first set of races, the 
Ransom Everglades School team led the 
fleet. Sunday’s racing was even light-
er wind conditions with barely enough 
wind to pull off a race. Only four races 
were sailed due to the poor conditions. 
Ultimately, the GHCDS sailors were able 
to move up to a 9th place finish by the 
end of the regatta on Sunday. 
 Rider Odom ‘19, Taylor Hasson 
‘19, Lucy Klempen ‘20, Elyssa Franklin 
‘22 and Carson Oakley ‘22 were all able 
to travel and compete in this event. The 
Panther Post staff sent a Google Form 
survey to each of these members of the 
sailing team who competed, and the fol-
lowing dialogue is based off of the re-
sponses we received: 

This regatta routinely attracts some of 
the best teams in country, providing 
you with a rare opportunity to stack 
up against national level competition 
in the middle of the fall. Which teams 
were you most impressed with? How 
would you rate your performance 
overall?
Lucy Klempen: “The Antilles High 
School sailing team is really good and 
it was nice seeing them there. They got 
second overall. The competition really 
changed a lot throughout the event be-
cause many of the teams have similar 
skill levels. We got 9th place overall. I 
would say our performance overall was 
good, especially for only being a team 
for a little less then a month. We have 
lots of new sailors on the team so it’s a 
really good experience that everyone can 
learn from.”

What did you think of the venue, the 
US Coast Guard Academy?
Lucy Klempen: “The US Coast Guard 
Academy was nice, it was homecoming 
weekend so there was lots of things go-
ing on. It was nice because there were 
sailors from the US Coast Guard sailing 
team helping run the event so we got to 
meet some of them.”

What was your best moment out on 

GHCDS Sailing Team Competes in Larry White                              
Invitational Regatta in New England

the water? What made it great?
Lucy Klempen: “The best moment out on 
the water was probably when we got a 
second in a race, it’s always good to win. 
Doing things right helps a lot.”

What was the biggest lesson you 
learned as a result of this experience?
Lucy Klempen: “This was my first High 
School Sailing Team event so I learned 
a lot about how events like these are run 
which will be really helpful in the future. 
I also should definitely bring warmer 
clothes because it was freezing up there.”
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Freshman Makari Mathew setting the pace on 
the track field. Photo by Miko Dizon-Bumann. 
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Cross Country team members (from left to right) Cooper Crowther ‘21, Michael Dizon-Bumann 
‘22, Makari Mathew ‘22 and Brice Richards ‘22. Photo by Dr. Michelle Dizon. 
__________________________________________________________________________

To All Coaches
The Panther Post requests that      
coaches report the results of their 
games as soon as possible after 
the game concludes. To report 
game results, please send email to:       
pantherpost@ghcdsstudent.org 

First Cross Country 
Meet of the Season
The track season has been off to a 
great start so far this fall semester. 
The Panther Post sat down with Se-
nior David Conhoff to ask him about 
how the first official event went, as 
well as his plans for the rest of the 
season. The following is the tran-
scribed exchange: 

So this was the first Cross Country 
meet of the season. How many peo-
ple are currently on the team? 
David: “There are a lot of people on the team. It’s our biggest turnout yet 

out of the six years we’ve been doing 
this. So it’s pretty cool. I don’t know 
the exact number, but it’s probably 
over 20...across all age groups. We 
have people from twelfth grade all the 
way down to fourth grade” 

How did you all do overall? 
David: “Overall we did really well. 
Our elementary girls on the one mile 
did fantastic. All the other girls we 
had were really close behind each 
other, and so based on team points, 
that’s really good, so we really prob-
ably won with team points. And then 

our elementary boys got first and sec-
ond.” 
____________________________

“It might seem hard to just 
run. And you might not                   
understand running for fun 
or anything. But doing cross 
country is a lot of fun, and it’s 
definitely a team sport. So it’s 
really cool to be chearing on 
all the little ones, and having 
them cheer you on...we’re like 
a family now”

____________________________

What are you most looking forward 
to this season? 
David: “This season I’m looking for-
ward to definitely getting better at my 
level. As high schoolers, me and 
[Continued on the next page]



USVI Governor Kenneth Mapp and USVI Department of Sports, Parks and Recreation                  
Commissioner Pedro Cruz presenting Freshman Michael Dizon-Bumann with the most                               
disciplined award at Government House. Photo by Dr. Michelle Dizon. 

Cross Country students from several different schools begin another grueling race. Photo by Dr. Michelle Dizon. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Nayan Bansal are doing three miles 
now. So just to be able to get better 
on my time each race, and be able to 
do my best.”

Anything else you want to say to 
The Panther Post readers or aspir-
ing runners out there? 
David: “It might seem hard to just 
run. And you might not understand 
running for fun or anything. But do-
ing cross country is a lot of fun, and 
it’s definitely a team sport. So it’s re-
ally cool to be chearing on all the lit-
tle ones, and having them cheer you 
on. And so, we’re like a family now, 
on our cross country team, so that’s 
pretty cool!” 



Members of the GHCDS community 
were delighted to hear announcement 
last month by the Virgin Islands Olym-
pic Committee that four athletes would 
represent team Virgin Islands at the 3rd 
Youth Olympic Games, which was held 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina from October 
1st - 19th. Triathlete Dominic Pugliese, 
Track athlete Mikaela Smith, and Swim-
mers Natalia Kuipers and Ky Odlum all 
took part in this prestigious event while 
representing the Virgin Islands at the 
highest level of their sport for young ath-
letes.
 The Panther Post was able to 
sit down with Dominic during a recent 
lunch break and ask him about what it 
was like competing at the global level 
down in South America. A transcription 

of the questions asked and his responses 
are as follows: 

What was your favorite moment 
during this whole experience? 
Probably crossing the line in my sec-
ond race, knowing  that I laid everything 
down on the field and pretty much ex-
ecuted a stellar race. I was very happy 
with that.  

Nice! Would you describe this as your 

toughest event? What exactly was it? 
Most definitely, yes! I race a short-course 
triathlon. It’s a 750-meter swim, a 20-ki-
lometer bike and a 5K run. Most of us 
will do it in about 51 to 55 minutes. It’s a 
very attritious sport. It takes lots of train-
ing - about 28 to 30 hours plus per week. 

You said “attritious.” In other words, 
it weeds out lots of people?
Yes, it weeds out a lot of people! 

You’ve done triathlons on island. How 
did the one in Argentina compare to 
the ones here? 
Racing here is what my coaches like to 
describe as “just a workout.” Obviously I 
race internationally a lot, and I have a lot 
of experience racing at a high level. But 
racing here is not exactly...it is really not 
competitive, it’s really not. I travel a lot 
for racing, as an elite athlete. 

What is the biggest lesson you learned 
as a result of competing in the 3rd 
Youth Olympic Games? 
Perseverance - I mean, this time last year 
I was getting ready to quit triathlon, giv-
en that I was depressed. I was not happy. 
I sat down with my coaches and I told 
them what I was feeling, and….it’s a lot 
of training, it’s a lot of commitment, it’s 
a lot of dedication. But you really have 
to give up a lot of things. For example, 
I can’t go to a lot of social events given 
that I practice in the morning, or I can’t’ 
go to things because I’m gone for racing. 
It’s a very consuming sport. 

GHCDS Athletes 
Compete at 3rd 
Youth Olympic 
Games 
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Triathlete Dominic Pugliese tries out the bike track in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Photo 
from Virgin Islands Olympic Committee October 6 Facebook post. 
__________________________________________________________________________
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Well, your dedication and persever-
ance is definitely commendable. Any-
thing else you want to share with The 
Panther Post readers or other aspiring 
Olympic athletes out there? 
Anybody can be an Olympian, as long as 
you put your mind to it. Get your mind set 
on one thing and one thing solely. Put ev-
erything that you have towards that goal. 
And if you don’t make that cut, don’t get 
fixated over that. There’s always anoth-
er Olympic Games or Olympic training 
benefit. Anybody can do it - big, small, 
large or skinny. Anyone can be an Olym-
pian; anyone can persevere. And believe 
in what you can do. 
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NBA Skirmish
By Brennan Gorman

     So far, this NBA season has been one 
to watch. The amounts of crazy trades and 
moves that Owners and GM’s have made this 
offseason have been huge. From the Warriors 
acquiring Demarcus Cousins, Carmelo An-
thony to the Rockets, and even Lebron James 
to the Lakers. With the Lakers adding Lebron 
to their roster, there is no bad say to that, they 
have started the season off 0-2 which is a sur-
prise to many NBA fans but he still has to 
get used to playing with news teams as usual. 
The Rockets went 4-1 in the pre-season and 
have started off 1-2 in the season with their 
last loss to the Utah Jazz October 21st. Most 
people, including me are rockets fans and ex-
pect them to bounce back knowing that they 
were a half away from beating the warriors 
last season without Chris Paul. speaking of 
Chris Paul he was most likely the reason the 
rockets lost to the Jazz. He was suspended 2 
games after what happened against the Lak-
ers on their 2nd game of the season which 
was a win.
     So what happened was an on-court al-
tercation involving Chris Paul, Rajon Rondo, 
Brandon Ingram, and partially James Hard-
en. There was a skirmish that happened that 
started with Rajon Rondo apparently spitting 
in Chris Paul’s face, later then Paul took ma-
jor offense to that and then put his finger in 
his face. Rondo was the first person to throw 
a punch at Paul and then the fighting began. 
Paul throw a couple punches while Lebron 

James was holding him back. The alterca-
tion that happened with Harden and Ingram 
was that after Harden drew a foul during a 
contactful drive he was about to head to the 
line. Right after that Ingram had held of-
fense to what happened apparently but no 
one is really sure why. Ingram then pushed 
Harden while the ref was there next to him. 
It was more than just a regular push, he end-
ed up shoving him and I think that Harden 
was extremely smart with him not reacting 
and holding himself back to not react. If he 
would of pushed Ingram back or said some-
thing than it probably would of resulted into a 

technical foul, ejection, and a suspension for 
a certain amount of days just like what Paul 
and Rondo got.
     At the end I’ll say that my opinion is that 
Paul won the fight. He ended up getting less 
games that he was suspended for and also he 
was not the person who started it or threw the 
first punch. Also Rondo was making remarks 
about Paul after the game that many people 
thought were very inappropriate. I think that 
this is something that all NBA fans pay to 
watch because of the entertainment but also 
the violence is something that should not be 
represented in the sport or the NBA.

The Houston Rockets' Chris Paul, second from left, is held back by LeBron James, left, as Paul fights with 
the Lakers' Rajon Rondo. PHOTO: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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In this issue I’m going to be talking 
about how there are three main 
things that you need to achieve 

or accomplish to greatness in any 
sport that you love. The first and main 
thing that stays in your head when 
you are playing is your confidence. 
Being confident is a huge plus when-
ever you’re playing any sport. It is a 
fact that most people say “basketball 
is 80% mental” because it is, when-
ever in you are having those times 
to where you are super hot and can’t 
miss it is because your confidence is 
really high. The best players in any 
sport are the ones who take it with 
joy, play seriously and most impor-
tantly have confidence.
     The second topic is going to be 
discipline/work ethic, this here real-
ly is the main thing that separates the 
good players vs the best star players. 
If you really have enough love for a 

game then you are going to be willing 
to put anything and whatever you can 
to be the best you can be. Going to 
the gym early in the morning before 
___________________________

“Some people don’t have good 
work ethic because they are 
lazy or just don’t want to do 
anything, but there is a reason 
why the others who are better 
are ahead.” 

___________________________
everyone, watching what you eat or 
drink, or even watching extra film for 
hours and hours helps you so much 
and shows what you are willing to do 
for just the extra step ahead of every-
one. Some people don’t have good 
work ethic because they are lazy or 
just don’t want to do anything but 

The Panther Post

Do you absolutely love sports?

Want to help us cover the GHCDS Athletic 
Department’s events, and various happenings 

on the track or field, in the pool, 
in the gym or on the ocean?  

Then come join our team and showcase your 
sports writing in The Panther Post! 

there is a reason why the others who 
are better are ahead. For example, 
if you spend three hours a day more 
than your opponent or everyone else 
then years later look how much more 
of a line you have drawn between you 
to, you are that much better while the 
other person has so much catching up 
to.
     The last and final thing that I want 
to talk about is something that only 
certain people have and it’s almost an 
extra thing that people can tell about 
you when you play and it is passion. 
No matter what you are doing if you 
have passion then you will always 
enjoy it. There is a reason why every 
NBA or NFL player loves to do what 
they do, it’s because their passion for 
the game brought them to that point. 
Passion is also when you have a love 
for the game, you don’t just play for 
exercise or because you are forced to 
because you love the game as a whole 
and it means something to you.

Achieving Greatness in Sports 
By Brennan Gorman


