
 
5th grade Summer Reading List 

Dear Parents, 
We are so excited about our summer reading lists, which include many wonderful selections 
with something for everyone!  Students are expected to read and complete a google form for at 
least three books; one from Realistic Fiction, one from Non-Fiction, one from Historical Fiction  
https://goo.gl/forms/pLGDTELjBLC1eVwX2 (Link for google form) 
  
A wonderful source for more books is the American Library Association’s Annual List of 
Notable books: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb .  
  
Historical Fiction: Everyone reads 
 

The Midwife's Apprentice Paperback – June 19, 2012 by Karen Cushman  (Author) From the author of 
"Catherine, Called Birdy" comes another spellbinding novel set in medieval England. The girl known 
only as Brat has no family, no home, and no future until she meets Jane the Midwife and becomes her 
apprentice. As she helps the sharp-tempered Jane deliver babies, Brat-who renames herself Alyce-gains 
knowledge, confidence, and the courage to want something from life: "A full belly, a contented heart, 
and a place in this world." 

Realistic Fiction: Choose one 
 
Rain Reign,  by Ann M. Martin: Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that 
her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two 
homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not 
everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her different – 
not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father. 
When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes 
missing. Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it 
means leaving her routines and safe places to search. Hearts will break and spirits will soar for 
this powerful story, brilliantly told from Rose's point of view.--Amazon 
  
T he Wild Robot  by Peter Brown: When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she 
discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there or what 
her purpose is--but she knows she needs to survive. After battling a fierce storm and escaping a 
vicious bear attack, she realizes that her only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings 
and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants. 
As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home--until, one day, the 
robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her.--Amazon 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/pLGDTELjBLC1eVwX2
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb
https://www.amazon.com/kindle-dbs/entity/author/B000AQ1OCM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


Stella by Starligh t by, Sharon Draper: When the Ku Klux Klan’s unwelcome reappearance 
rattles Stella’s segregated southern town, bravery battles prejudice in this New York Times 
bestselling Depression-era “novel that soars” (The New York Times Book Review ) that School 
Library Journal called “storytelling at its finest” in a starred review. Stella lives in the 
segregated South—in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact about it. Some stores she can go 
into. Some stores she can’t. Some folks are right pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort 
of evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn’t bothered them for years. But one late night, later than 
she should ever be up, much less wandering around outside, Stella and her little brother see 
something they’re never supposed to see, something that is the first flicker of change to come, 
unwelcome change by any stretch of the imagination. As Stella’s community—her world—is 
upended, she decides to fight fire with fire. And she learns that ashes don’t necessarily signify 
an end.--Amazon  
  
Non-Fiction: Choose one 
 
Two Miserable Presidents: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You About the Civil 
War - by Steve Sheinkin   (Author), Tim Robinson (Illustrator) 
 
May 22, 1856: A MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM SOUTH CAROLINA WALKS INTO THE 
SENATE CHAMBER, LOOKING FOR TROUBLE. 
 
That Congressman, Preston Brooks, was ready to attack Senator Charles Sumner of 
Massachusetts over remarks Sumner made slamming senators who supported slavery in 
Kansas. Brooks lifted his cane to beat Sumner, and here the action in the book stops, so that 
Steve Sheinkin can explain just where this confrontation started. In the process, he unravels the 
complicated string of events – the small things, the personal ones, the big issues– that led to The 
Civil War. It is a time and a war that threatened America's very existence, revealed in the 
surprising true stories of the soldiers and statesmen who battled it out.  
Two Miserable Presidents is a 2009 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year. 
 
King George: What Was His Problem?: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You About the 
American Revolution by Steve Sheinkin  (Author), Tim Robinson (Illustrator) 
 
"Entire books have been written about the causes of the American Revolution. This isn't one of 
them." What it is, instead, is utterly interesting, anecdotes (John Hancock fixates on salmon), 
from the inside out (at the Battle of Eutaw Springs, hundreds of soldiers plunged into battle 
"naked as they were born") close-up narrative filled with little-known details, lots of quotes that 
capture the spirit and voices of the principals ("If need be, I will raise one thousand men, subsist 
them at my own expense, and march myself at their head for the relief of Boston" -- George 
Washington), and action, It's the story of the birth of our nation, complete with soldiers, spies, 
salmon sandwiches, and real facts you can't help but want to tell to everyone you know. 
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