
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 12, 2020 
  
  
Dear parents and students, 
  
GHCDS will be going into spring break tomorrow at a time when new developments on COVID-19 are 
emerging at an extraordinary pace. It’s increasingly clear that COVID-19 is already disrupting the patterns of 
school and life, and that it may continue to do so for many months to come. 
 
On top of its recommendations for handwashing, sanitizing surfaces, and the like, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) is now requesting that faculty, staff and students in K-12 schools: 
 

• Stop handshaking, 
• Clean hands at the door and at regular intervals, 
• Increase ventilation by opening windows, 
• Consider adjusting or postponing gatherings that mix between classes and grades, 
• Adjust after-school arrangements to avoid mixing between classes and grades, 
• When possible, hold classes outdoors or in open, well-ventilated spaces, 
• Limit food sharing, and 
• Stay home if they are feeling sick or have a sick family member in their home. 

In addition, schools are advised to follow the CDC’s recommendations for the public at large: 
 

• As much as possible, practice social distancing. 

Social distancing involves “preventing illness” by “avoiding being exposed to this virus,” CDC says. As the virus 
is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person, especially between those “in close contact with one another 
(within about 6 feet),” and through “respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes,” 
the best means of avoiding getting COVID-19 is to “put distance between yourself and other people.” 
 
Yesterday, the U.S. State Department issued a Global Travel Advisory—Level 3 “Reconsider Travel,” for any 
travel outside of the U.S. The CDC has now added most countries in Europe to their “Warning - Level 3, Avoid 
Nonessential Travel—Widespread Sustained Transmission” list. According to CDC, “Travelers returning from 
the specified countries in Europe must stay home for 14 days after returning from travel, monitor their health, 
and practice social distancing.”   
 
Colleges and universities in many states are now sending students home with instructions to complete the next 
few weeks of classes, or even the remainder of the spring semester, at home.  And dozens of public school 
districts across from the country have now closed some or all of their schools, with the number of students 
affected now in the hundreds of thousands. 
 
It is too early to say whether GHCDS will need to close, and I assure you that a decision to do so would be 
made under the advisement of and/or in consultation with CDC and USVI officials.  
 
 
 



However, we are now preparing in earnest for two scenarios, one of which we will put in place 
beginning Monday, March 23: 
 

• Return to school after Spring Break under a tightened regimen of practices designed to keep illness 
from spreading, 

       OR 

• Close the campus and moving to online education for an extended period of time, from several weeks 
to as long as the remainder of the semester. 

Our faculty and staff have now met several times to discuss strategies for moving our classes online this 
spring, and today we met to ensure that we are ready to implement either scenario listed above.  
 
Over the upcoming weeks, I will continue to keep you posted on COVID-19 as it pertains to our school.  Should 
it become necessary to close the campus, our faculty and staff will communicate with you from their GHCDS 
email accounts to ensure you have all the tools needed for online learning. 
 
Parents, our teachers will request that our older students—and will ensure that our younger students—take all 
their books and other materials home for spring break, in the event that travel is restricted on island on or 
before we return to school on March 23. 
 
Finally, as you finalize your travel plans for spring vacation, please be aware that if a student and/or his/her 
family travel to areas that the CDC or State Department later determines to have widespread sustained 
COVID-19 transmission, a 14-day quarantine may very well be required before the student may return to 
campus. 
 
If you have any questions, please be sure to contact me or School Nurse Clarissa Cooper, or reach out to 
your/your child’s division head, advisor, or teachers. 
 
May you all enjoy a healthy and safe vacation. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
William Bugg, Head of School, Good Hope Country Day School 

 


