
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 29, 2020 

 

Dear parents and students, 

I trust that all of our students are off to a good start on GHCDS’s new Online Learning Program. Our teachers 
are learning a great deal as they create lessons and interact with families via Google Classroom, Seesaw, and 
other platforms. If you have concerns about how our temporary move to online learning is going, please reach 
out to your division head (Julie Crisler, grades N-4; Tracy Cole, grades 5-8; and Nancy Thatcher, grades 9-12), 
or just respond to this email. 

We are living in difficult times. Over the last century, our world hasn’t faced anything like the vast scale of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the loss of lives and economic calamity that has resulted. But as New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said in a press conference yesterday, something good can emerge from this evolving, all-
encompassing tragedy:   

“See if you can't find a silver lining in all of this.…Who's painting their house because they never 
had time to paint their house before?  Who's reading a book that they never got to? Who's writing 
a book? You have the advantage of time here.  

“I've had conversations with my daughters, hours-long conversations, where it's just us, just us talking. 
No place to go. She doesn't have to run out. And they're priceless. I'll never get the opportunity in life to 
do that again. You know, we're going to get through this. Even in a terrible circumstance, if you look 
hard enough, you can find the little rays, a few rays of light.” 

Like many of you who have a child or sibling in college, my family has grown in the last few weeks; our oldest 
son is home with us for the rest of the semester, after his university dismissed its students and moved to online 
learning—and our house is getting rather crowded. Yet, we’ve had great conversations, gone swimming and 
biking together, played the board game Catan, eaten meals as a whole family. The pandemic is scary and all 
our lives have been upended, but there is comfort in knowing that we have each other: our family members, 
our school and island community, our networks of friends and neighbors.  

I’m sure all of you students and parents are feeling the “push and pull” of doing online schoolwork together, 
while negotiating bedtime, worktime, and electronic devices—and simultaneously experiencing limited mobility 
because of the territory's Stay at Home policy.  But let’s try our best to treasure these moments.  We may 
never again have the opportunity to spend this much time with one another! 

I have a few items to address with you today. 

*NEW* Online Learning Program Webpage:  GHCDS has a new website for our Online Learning 
Program.  Please check it out here:   https://ghcds.org/academics/remote-learning/   There are important 
resources for you on this webpage:  an up-to-date Whom to Contact list, calendars and announcements, and 
resources for online learning.  Plus, all the school’s recent videos and letters since early March. 
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Security Fencing:  Our Buildings and Grounds department is erecting fencing at GHCDS's entrances and 
exits. While adding this level of security has been under discussion in prior years, we are now taking this action 
for the protection of our students, parents, staff, visitors, and property. From time to time over the last couple of 
years, our campus has experienced vandalism, trespassing, theft, and criminal mischief — especially after 
dark and on days when school is not in session. With the current COVID-19 situation resulting in our campus's 
temporary closure, our school is increasingly vulnerable.   

A dangerous incident last weekend involving criminal trespassing and firearms led me to the difficult decision 
that the fencing is essential for the safety of the community and the protection of our property.  I assure you 
that we will preserve access to the campus for our families, the Dolphins and Scouts, and the GHCDS and St. 
Croix community to as great an extent as possible. Also, once the fencing is up, we will put in place 
landscaping to ensure the campus remains as warm and inviting as possible. 

COVID-19 and the Rest of the School Year:  Two weeks ago, I announced that GHCDS would move to 
online education until Easter/Passover vacation. Within the next week, I will provide you with more clarity about 
how school will proceed April 14 and beyond.  

Warmest wishes to all of you.  Stay well, safe, and happy! 

Best regards, 

 
William Bugg, Head of School, Good Hope Country Day School 

 


