
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 22, 2020 
  

Dear parents and students, 

Hope you are well, have been enjoying spring break, and have been weathering the "storm" of COVID-19 as 
best you can.  A lot has changed across the globe since I reached out to you last weekend.  Here are some 
points to consider—some a refresher from last week, and some new: 

1) As I announced on March 15, our remaining school year will look like this: 

a)    Spring break for students has been extended by three days, through Wednesday, March 25. 

b)    There will be three faculty workdays Monday - Wednesday, March 23 - 25, to give teachers additional 
time to collaborate and prepare for online teaching and learning. 

c)    GHCDS will resume classes in an online format on Thursday, March 26, and will continue in this 
format for at least 11 school days, until Easter/Passover break. 

d)    If conditions warrant, we will resume school on our campus on the Tuesday following 
Easter/Passover break, April 14. If it is apparent that a longer closure is necessary, teachers will be 
prepared to deliver online classes as long as necessary, up to the last day of the school year, Friday, May 
29, as required. 

e)    Graduation will take place on Saturday, May 30, whether in person or virtually.    

2) Due to the fast-moving nature of this global health crisis, I will not make a call on what school will look like at 
GHCDS for April 14 and beyond, until there is further clarity from our local and federal government and health 
authorities. This could take several weeks or longer. 
 
3) Given Gov. Albert Bryan's just announced "Stay at Home" policy, please refrain from coming to campus 
unless all three of these conditions are met:   

a) You need to pick up something you / your student need(s) for educational purposes. 

b) You check in with me or your division head in advance. 

c) You have completed a 14-day self-quarantine if you have left island.   

This is for your—and everyone's—safety. 

4) In last week's letters to parents and employees, I stated that the GHCDS school day for online learning 
would be 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  These times, while recommended for everyone, may not work for all of our 
families.   Some students, especially our younger ones, will require their parents' support to complete their 
studies, and in many cases, parents must still work during school hours.  So ... while we strongly urge all 
students and families to develop a routine for online schooling, we are prepared to be flexible.  If students 
and parents need support from teachers outside the hours of 8:30 to 2:30, by all means please let them know.  



5) During this crisis, WE WILL DO OUR VERY BEST TO LIVE UP TO OUR MISSION:  "Good Hope Country 
Day School cultivates reflective, creative and compassionate students who are critical thinkers prepared to 
excel in college and empowered to better their island and the world." 

This means that in addition to delivering education for our students, we will do our best to share tips on 
structuring student schedules, opportunities for personal connections, resources for emotional support and 
counseling, and advice for maintaining positive family interactions during stressful times. 

The outcome we are seeking for our online education program is that student learning will be as active as 
possible.   

Students, this means that not only will we require you to work on your computers, but we will ask you to go 
outdoors in your own yards or neighborhoods—measuring things; studying architecture, meteorology, botany, 
horticulture, entomology, or energy; doing science experiments with items from your household, your kitchen, 
your yard; reading real books and taking notes in the margins—journaling, creative writing, research writing, 
and so on.  

The extent to which we can pull this off remains to be seen, but my hope is that our students' online 
experiences will not be passive and brain-numbing, but rather active and enjoyable. 

6) Seniors, I especially have you on my mind, and I know this has not been the senior year you were hoping 
for. You won't forget your experiences during these trying times for the rest of your lives!  My hope is that you 
will find meaning and enjoyment in your studies this spring—and of course I hope we'll get back on campus on 
or soon after April 14.  However, it goes, I look forward to celebrating your graduation with you in a few 
months. 

7) If emotional and counseling support is needed during this extended period of online instruction, please 
reach out to any trusted adult at GHCDS, as well as School Nurse Clarissa Cooper and School 
Counselor Sasha Marohn, who will be available for phone and video conversations. 

8) I have begun to develop plans for the next school year in terms of how to handle re-enrollment this spring, 
and what to do if we remain in a global crisis into the summer or beyond. Some families have asked good 
questions about tuition and finance.  These are complex issues!  Please know that I will have answers for you 
in the upcoming weeks. 

9) As we move into uncharted territory, I would like to invite you—parents and students—to provide any 
feedback and ask any questions you may have.  To do so, just reply to this email.  I'll then get out a 
response that addresses everyone's comments at the same time. 

Thank you for your patience and care for one another during these challenging times.  Please know that 
all our faculty and staff appreciate each and every one of you, and we look forward to seeing you in person, 
once we are all permitted to do so.  

Be well, 

 
William Bugg, Head of School, Good Hope Country Day School 
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