Good Hope Country
Day School
“Return to School”
Plan
2020-2021

School starts Tuesday, Sept. 8.

At GHCDS, we will open school on campus
on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020. In order to do so,
we will follow the guidelines and best practices
provided to us by our local Departments of
Health and Education, CDC, AAP, NAIS, NASN,
and WHO. This document describes how
GHCDS will reopen safely, and, if required,
protocol for reclosure. CDC’s focus is on
“promoting healthy behaviors that reduce
spread, maintaining healthy environments,
maintaining healthy operations, and preparing
for when someone gets sick.” Our plan is
adaptable and flexible, depending on the level
of viral transmission in the school and
throughout the community.

School starts on Tuesday, Sept. 8.

Options for families (your choice):
1.

2.

Students may attend school on our
campus every day (provided the
territory does not mandate a
campus closure);
Students may attend school via
online learning, with enhancements
and improvements based on what
we learned last spring and on best
practices recommended by the
agencies and organizations listed
above.

School starts on campus & online on Tuesday, Sept. 8.

ON CAMPUS
LEARNING

The Decision Process
With guidance
from federal and
local agencies,
GHCDS will open
on Tuesday, Sept.
8, 2020.

VI schools are
permitted to be
open.

School will begin on Tuesday,
Sept. 8, 2020 on campus unless
the Governor declares that school
campuses must close. We
recognize that some families may
not be comfortable with their
children engaging in face-to-face
learning. Therefore, we have
created an online option.
Families have the option to change
models at each trimester break, or
as needed.

YES

As a family, you
decide if you are
comfortable with
your child(ren)
returning to our
campus.

YES

NO

Your child will begin the
2020-2021 school year on
campus. Safety guidelines
have been put into place and
are described on subsequent
pages. Should the Governor
declare that schools close
their campuses, GHCDS will
transition to online learning.

NO

ONLINE LEARNING
Your child will engage with
teachers, and sometimes
classmates, through virtual
formats (synchronously and
asynchronously).

A safe space at GHCDS:
Your school has been working hard to create a safe space for your children!

Our space is ready for safe learning!
Prior to our first day of school,
GHCDS Campus will have:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Cleaning stations with sinks and
soap in multiple locations.
Hand sanitizer dispensers installed
in each classroom.
An isolation area for anyone who
reports feeling unwell.
A deep cleaning across all the
grounds and buildings.
Daily sanitizing and cleaning
protocols in place.
No benches, picnic tables, or
classroom furniture that allow
physical closeness.

Our LOWER SCHOOL is ready for safe learning!
Lower School:

●
●
●
●
●

●

Masks are mandatory for teachers and
students. If students are seated at desks
they may wear face shields instead.
Students will be spaced six feet apart in
classrooms.
Students will have a designated space for
belongings.
Snack and lunch will be at desks or outside
in the courtyard with social distancing.
Students will remain with one group of
students throughout as much of the day as
possible (minimizing exposure to others).
Recess is staggered.

Our MIDDLE SCHOOL is ready for safe learning!
Middle School:
●

●
●
●

●

Masks are mandatory for teachers and
students. If students are seated at desks
they may wear face shields instead.
Students will be spaced six feet apart in
classrooms.
Students will have a designated space for
belongings.
Snack and lunch will be at desks or
outside in the courtyard with social
distancing.
Recess is staggered.

Our UPPER SCHOOL is ready for safe learning!
Upper School:
●

●
●
●
●

Masks are mandatory for teachers and
students. If students are seated at desks
they may wear face shields instead.
Students are spaced six feet apart in
classrooms
Students will have a designated space for
belongings.
Snack and Lunch will be at desks or
outside, observing social distancing.
Transition between classes will be
appropriately monitored.

GHCDS is improving our communication with parents, students, and staff by
replacing PlusPortals with one of education’s best solutions: SCHOOLOGY!
Schoology is a robust learning management system that is intuitive and easy to
use. The platform is formatted similarly to social media platforms and
empowers students to engage with their teachers, peers, and coursework in a
way that is familiar to them.
We will continue to leverage other digital tools - many of which can be
integrated easily with Schoology.
To support families and teachers as they incorporate digital tools and online learning, we are excited to
welcome Mark Locher as the dedicated Technology Manager on our team. In the 2020 - 2021 school year,
his focus will be to continuously improve our online educational experience through training and support.

ELC/Lower School (grades N - 4)
On Campus Learning
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

Five days a week in-person instruction, including
Academic Success Fridays.
Classrooms will be designed for physical
distancing.
Outdoor space will be utilized for instruction to
provide more movement.
Each student will have his/her own supplies and
materials in order to minimize the risk of
transmission through contact.
Transitions for special classes will be limited.
Recess will be in small groups.
In-person extracurricular activities — athletics,
clubs, and artistic activities — will be available
as permitted.

Online Learning
● Whole group and individualized contact with the
teacher will be ongoing.
● Small group, in-person, touch-point meetups will
be scheduled (including during a school closure,
as permitted by the territory government).
● The teacher will communicate the daily schedule
and post activities and assignments to Seesaw.
● Students will respond to the activities and
assignments via video, voice recordings, art
work, and written work and will receive
individualized comments from their teachers.
● Materials will be distributed via a meet-up with
your child’s teacher.
● In-person extracurricular activities — athletics,
clubs, and artistic activities — will be available as
permitted.

What will our day look like on campus in grades PK-4?
Greet & Screen:
●

●

●

●
●

●

BEFORE arriving to school, parents are
encouraged to check in with their children and
assess their wellbeing. If your child is unwell please
call the school to notify us that you will be keeping
your child home for the day (please see the Illness
Policy).
The CDC and DHS recommend that the adult who
drops off the child(ren) is the same adult who picks
up each day. Please avoid designating persons
considered “high risk.”
Students and parents will be greeted at their cars at
assigned screening locations. Please have masks
properly in place for check-in.
Parents may not escort children to classrooms.
Greet and Screen will include a temperature check
and face-to-face questionnaire as per CDC
guidelines for reopening.
Any child with a temperature at 100.0F or above, or
who displays or reports symptoms of illness at
screening, or throughout the day, must return
home. If symptoms arise during the day, we have a
comfortable and safe place for students to await
pickup.

Throughout the Day:
●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A hand washing sink and sanitizer is provided for a first “at school” clean set of
hands for children. Each child should wash upon entering, and dispose of paper
towels properly.
Classes/groups will remain with the same group as much as possible. This is an
important part of COVID-19 best practices; this helps with contact tracing and
limiting spread.
Teachers and students will wear masks while indoors. If students are seated
with physical distancing, they may wear face shields instead.
Teachers and students may use face shields outdoors, including snack and
outdoor breaks.
Students must bring snacks & lunch from home AND adequate drinking water.
Sharing is not permitted. Microwave use will not be permitted.
Please be sure snacks and lunch items are easy to open, as close contact for
assisting students must be avoided.
Time for handwashing between activities will be provided.
Teachers will provide support and guidance for cleanliness and safety.
Throughout each day, teachers will assist with classroom surface cleaning and
disinfecting.
School supplies should remain at school, and as such, an at home “school
supply” set will be important.
Parents may not visit classrooms. Please call ahead to schedule a visit to
campus outside of arrival and dismissal times.
For concerns or needs, contact teachers via email, or call Ms. Crisler at school.

Dismissal:
●

●

Dismissal stations for each
grade level will be assigned
and students will stand
safely 6 feet apart.
Teachers will stay with all
students in their level until
3:45 p.m.

Middle School (grades 5 - 8)
On Campus Learning
●
●
●

●
●

●
●

●

Five days a week in-person instruction, including
Academic Success Fridays.
Classroom spaces will be designed for physical
distancing.
Community will be established via synchronous
advisory meetings with a focus on social emotional
health and organization.
Outdoor space will be utilized for instruction to provide
more movement.
Each student will have his/her own supplies and
materials in order to minimize the risk of transmission
through contact.
Teachers will host Academic Success meetings in
person and via Zoom each Friday.
Recess will be in small groups.
In-person extracurricular activities — athletics, clubs,
and artistic activities — will be available as permitted.

Online Learning
●
●

●

●

●
●

●

Whole group and individualized contact with the teacher
will be ongoing.
Small group, in-person, touch-point meetups will be
scheduled (including during a school closure, as
permitted by the territory government).
Community will be established via synchronous advisory
meetings with a focus on social emotional health and
organization.
Direct instruction during class time will be live streamed
via Zoom (provided we are on campus) as well as
recorded and posted to Schoology.
All student work will be submitted for feedback on
Schoology.
Students will receive some necessary materials to learn
effectively from home. To the extent we are able, the
school will work with families to ensure that all students
have access to devices.
In-person extracurricular activities — athletics, clubs,
and artistic activities — will be available as permitted.

What will our day look like on campus in grades 5-8?
Greet & Screen:
●

●

●

●
●
●

BEFORE arriving to school, parents are
encouraged to check in with their children and
assess their wellbeing. If your child is unwell please
call the school to notify us that you will be keeping
your child home for the day (please see the Illness
Policy).
The CDC and DHS recommend that the adult who
drops off the child(ren) is the same adult who picks
up each day. Please avoid designating persons
considered “high risk.”
Students and parents will be greeted at their cars at
assigned screening locations. Please have masks
properly in place for check-in.
Trained Screening Staff (using PPE) will greet and
screen children.
Greet and Screen will include a face to face
questionnaire as per CDC guidelines for reopening.
Any child who displays or reports symptoms, at
screening or throughout the day, must return home.
If symptoms arise during the day, we have a
comfortable and safe place for students to await
pickup.

Throughout the Day:
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A hand washing sink and sanitizer is provided. Each child will wash upon entering,
and dispose of paper towels properly.
Students must use sanitizing wipes from Personal Protection Packs to wipe down
their chair and desk upon entering or leaving a classroom. Each student will need to
do his or her part to keep surfaces areas clean.
Teachers and students will wear masks while indoors. If students are seated with
physical distancing, they may wear face shields instead.
Teachers and students may use face shields outdoors, including snack and outdoor
breaks.
Students must bring snacks & lunch from home and drinking water. Sharing is not
permitted.
Students may eat at a desk in their classroom or may eat outdoors, sanitizing as
they eat and after they finish using a seat/table (at the teachers’ discretion).
Time will be provided for handwashing between activities.
Teachers will continually provide support and guidance for cleanliness and safety.
Throughout each day, teachers will assist with classroom surface cleaning and
supply disinfecting.
School supplies should remain at school, and as such, an at home “school supply”
set will be important.
Parents may not visit classrooms. Please call ahead to schedule a visit to campus
outside of arrival and dismissal times.
For concerns or needs, contact teachers via email, or call Ms. Tracy at school.

Dismissal:
●

●

Dismissal stations for
each grade level will be
assigned.
Teachers will stay with
all students in their level
until 3:45 p.m.

Upper School (grades 9 - 12)
On Campus Learning
●
●
●

●
●

●
●

Five days a week in-person instruction, including
Academic Success Fridays.
Classroom spaces will be designed for physical
distancing.
Community will be established via synchronous
advisory meetings with a focus on social emotional
health and organization.
Outdoor space will be utilized for instruction to
provide more movement.
Each student will have his/her own supplies and
materials in order to minimize the risk of transmission
through contact.
Teachers will host Academic Success meetings in
person and via Zoom each Friday.
In-person extracurricular activities — athletics, clubs,
and artistic activities — will be available as permitted.

Online Learning
●

●
●

●
●
●

●

Whole group and individualized contact with the
teacher will be ongoing.
Small group, in-person, touch-point meetups will be
scheduled (including during a school closure, as
permitted by the territory government).
Community will be established via synchronous
advisory meetings with a focus on social emotional
health and organization.
Lessons will be recorded and posted to Schoology.
All student work will be submitted for feedback on
Schoology.
Students will receive some necessary materials to
learn effectively from home. To the extent that we are
able, the school will work with families to ensure that
all students have access to devices.
In-person extracurricular activities — athletics, clubs,
and artistic activities — will be available as permitted.

What will our day look like on campus in grades 9-12?
Greet & Screen:
●

●

●

●
●
●

BEFORE arriving to school, parents are
encouraged to check in with their students and
assess their wellbeing. If your student is unwell
please call the school to notify us that you will be
keeping him or her at home for the day (please see
the Illness Policy).
The CDC and DHS recommend that the adult who
drops off the student(s) is the same adult who picks
up each day.
Students and parents will be greeted at their cars at
assigned screening locations. Please have masks
properly in place for check-in.
Trained Screening Staff (using PPE) will greet and
screen students.
Greet and Screen will include a face to face
questionnaire as per CDC guidelines for reopening.
Any student who displays or reports symptoms, at
screening or throughout the day, must return home.
If symptoms arise during the day, we have a
comfortable and safe place for students to await
pickup.

Throughout the Day:
●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A hand washing sink and sanitizer is provided. Each student will wash upon
entering, and dispose of paper towels properly.
Regular hand hygiene is a must throughout the school day. Frequency will be in
accordance with CDC recommendations and time will be provided for handwashing
compliance.
Students must use sanitizing wipes from Personal Protection Packs to wipe down
their chair and desk upon entering or leaving a classroom. Each student will need to
do his or her part to keep surface areas clean that they come into contact with.
Teachers and students will wear masks while indoors. If students are seated with
physical distancing, they may wear face shields instead.
Teachers and students may use face shields outdoors, including snack and outdoor
breaks.
Students must bring snacks & lunch and drinking water from home. Sharing is not
permitted.
Students may eat at a desk in their classroom or may eat outdoors, sanitizing as
they eat and after they finish using a seat/table (at the teachers’ discretion).
Signs will be posted to support and give guidance for cleanliness and safety.
Parents may not visit classrooms. Please call ahead to schedule a visit to campus
outside of arrival and dismissal times.
For concerns or needs, please contact teachers via email (preferred), or call Ms.
Thatcher at school.

Dismissal:
●

●

Dismissal stations for
each grade level will be
assigned.
Teachers will stay with
all students in his or her
level until 3:45 p.m.

Stay Home When Sick!
All students (and employees) are expected to remain home when showing any signs of illness or if
there is any reason to suspect they may have been exposed to COVID-19.

GHCDS
ILLNESS
POLICY

COVID-19 is a virus spread primarily via respiratory droplets. Anyone who exhibits any condition that
causes forceful expiration — including sneezing, coughing, and producing excess mucus (from
clearing the mucus from airways) — is requested to remain home and/or seek medical attention until
symptoms clear. Feeling achy and/or symptoms of fatigue can be signs of fever. We ask that you
listen to your body. If you’re not feeling well, stay home, get medical help as needed, and notify the
appropriate person at school.
Parents are urged to speak with their children about their health BEFORE bringing them to school.
Check their temperatures and assess their wellbeing, so that any illness can be caught before arriving
at school.
Students (and employees) who have tested positive for or show symptoms of COVID-19, or who have
been in contact with anyone who is positive or symptomatic of COVID-19, must remain home until a
clearance letter is received from their doctor or the Department of Health.
Signs of COVID-19 requiring exclusion from school include: Fever (temperature above 100F), cough,
shortness of breath and/or difficulty breathing, rapid breathing without recent physical activity, fatigue,
muscle aches, headache, chills, new loss of taste or smell, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, sore throat,
and/or signs of new illness unrelated to a preexisting conditions (such as seasonal allergies). This list
is subject to change as new information is learned about COVID-19.

Procedure for staying home due to illness:

GHCDS
ILLNESS
POLICY

●

Parents must call the nurse or main office if their child needs to stay home due to
illness.

●

Any symptoms of or potential exposure to COVID-19 must be reported to the USVI
Department of Health.

●

A clearance from your child’s doctor or the Department of Health is required for
re-admittance to campus, if the illness is consistent with symptoms of COVID-19.

We have prepared our campus for a safe return to school:

p

re
P
e

●

Using EPA recommended cleaners, all classrooms and high touch surfaces
(including bathrooms, doors, desks, tables and chairs) have been cleaned,
and will be continue to be cleaned regularly, following CDC guidelines.

●

A professional cleaning service has been hired to perform daily deep
cleaning of the campus at the end of each school day.

●

Rugs and other virus-friendly surfaces have been removed.

●

Additional supplies have been purchased to prevent improper sharing.

●

Desks have been safely spaced at six feet apart.

●

Additional sinks have been added outside classrooms, along with multiple
new sanitizer stations, to promote sanitary and safe hands.

●

We purchased extra Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to be available for
staff.
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How can you and your family prepare for a safe return to school?
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All students must have Personal Protection Packs including:
1.

Personal hand sanitizer supply

2.

Two masks; one to wear, and one spare

3.

Sanitizing wipes (purchased or prepared at home)

●

An “at home” school supply kit, as school supplies must remain at
school.

●

Face shields are optional, but may be helpful for mask breaks and
well-spaced, outdoor activities.

●

DHS recommends that parents bring personal pens for school
business to avoid sharing.

These are things we need each of you to do as our partner to help
keep all students and staff safe and our campus open:

WE
NEED
YOU TO
HELP!

●

Speak with your children about their health BEFORE bringing them to school. Check
their temperatures and assess their wellbeing, so that any illness can be caught before
arriving at school.

●

Students (and employees) who have tested positive for or show symptoms of
COVID-19, or who have been in contact with anyone who is positive or symptomatic of
COVID-19, must remain home until a clearance letter is received from their doctor or
the DOH.

●

In order to limit the number of people on campus, we ask that you visit campus only
when necessary. All visitors are requested to call ahead to schedule an appointment.
○

●

Visitors to campus will be screened using the same process as student arrival.
Name, temperature, and contact information will be logged to assist in DOH
contact tracing if necessary.

When possible, please provide transportation for your children, rather than using busing
services. This decreases the likelihood of contact with COVID-19 for all students. If your
student requires busing services, please register with the USVI Department of
Education on their website.

These are things we need each of you to do as our partner to help
keep all students and staff safe:
●

WE
NEED
YOU TO
HELP!
●

Students are required to wear masks while on campus:
○

Students are prohibited from sharing masks. Each child must have his/her own mask
daily, upon arriving on campus. (DOE)

○

Students are responsible for their masks at ALL times. Masks found around campus will
be discarded to avoid usage by other individuals. (DOE)

○

Students will be allowed to capture Fresh Air by removing their mask momentarily while
ONLY in their own safe place. (DOE)

○

Parents are expected to provide their children with at least two masks each day.

○

A limited number of masks will be maintained in the nurse’s office for emergencies only
(DOE)

○

There are times, when students are seated at least six feet apart, that students will be
permitted to wear a face shield instead of a face mask.

Please be patient and cooperate with staggered drop off times and screening
stations.

Our
2020-2021
school
calendar

putpu

