American Literature Summer Reading 2022-2023
(For GHCDS students entering the 11th grade)
It is essential that students continue to read during the summer. Research shows that the absence
of regular reading practice can cause a significant drop in reading proficiency over the summer
months. This summer, in addition to the common read title, students who will be entering their
junior year will have the opportunity to select (at least) one book from the following list. The
chosen titles offer students a broad range of reading experiences that represent a variety of genres
and cover topics of current interest to high school students. Each student will complete a project
based on their chosen title in the first week of the 2022 - 2023 school year.
Parents/Guardians: The following books vary in terms of content, message, language, and
maturity level. Please guide your student in selecting a text that you feel is beneficial and
appropriate. If, for whatever reason, you are unable to find a book that fits these criteria, please
email me lwilson@ghcds.org and I will be happy to help you find an alternative solution.
Students entering 11th Grade may select from the following list of books:
Non-Fiction Choices
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
(Rebecca Skloot) Nonfiction
Examines the experiences of the children and husband of Henrietta
Lacks, who, twenty years after her death from cervical cancer in
1951, learned doctors and researchers took cells from her cervix
without consent which were used to create the immortal cell line
known as the HeLa cell.

The Woman They Could Not Silence: One Woman, Her
Incredible Fight for Freedom, and the Men Who Tried to Make
Her Disappear (True Story of the Historical Battle for Women's
and Mental Health Rights)
(Kate Moore) Nonfiction
1860: As the clash between the states rolls slowly to a boil, Elizabeth
Packard, housewife and mother of six, is facing her own battle. The
enemy sits across the table and sleeps in the next room. Her husband
of twenty-one years is plotting against her because he feels
increasingly threatened―by Elizabeth's intellect, independence, and
unwillingness to stifle her own thoughts. So he makes a plan to put
his wife back in her place. One summer morning, he has her
committed to an insane asylum.

Too Close to the Falls
(Catherine Gildiner) Autobiography
Welcome to the childhood of Catherine McClure Gildiner. It is the
mid-1950s in Lewiston, New York, a sleepy town near Niagara Falls.
In this memoir, she tells about her childhood and teenage years as an
energetic only child.

Educated
(Tara Westover) Memoir
Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was
seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so
isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the
children received an education and no one to intervene when one of Tara's
older brothers became violent. When another brother got himself into
college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge
transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard
and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she'd traveled
too far, if there was still a way home.

Columbine
(Dave Cullen) Nonfiction
On April 20, 1999, two boys left an indelible stamp on the American
psyche. Their goal was simple: to blow up their school, Oklahoma-City
style, and to leave "a lasting impression on the world." Their bombs failed,
but the ensuing shooting defined a new era of school violence- irrevocably
branding every subsequent shooting "another Columbine. “When we think
of Columbine, we think of the Trench Coat Mafia; we think of Cassie
Bernall, the girl we thought professed her faith before she was shot, and we
think of the boy pulling himself out of a school window -- the whole world
was watching him. Now, in a riveting piece of journalism nearly ten years in
the making, comes the story none of us knew. In this revelatory book, Dave
Cullen has delivered a profile of teenage killers that goes to the heart of
psychopathology. He lays bare the callous brutality of mastermind Eric
Harris, and the quavering, suicidal Dylan Klebold, who went to prom three
days earlier and obsessed about love in his journal.

Black Birds in the Sky
(Brandy Colbert) YA Nonfiction
In the early morning of June 1, 1921, a white mob marched across the
train tracks in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and into its predominantly Black
Greenwood District—a thriving, affluent neighborhood known as
America’s Black Wall Street. They brought with them firearms,
gasoline, and explosives.
In a few short hours, they’d razed thirty-five square blocks to the
ground, leaving hundreds dead. The Tulsa Race Massacre is one of
the most devastating acts of racial violence in US history. But how
did it come to pass? What exactly happened? And why are the events
unknown to so many of us today?
All Boys Aren’t Blue
(George M. Johnson) YA Nonfiction
In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+
activist George M. Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and
college years in New Jersey and Virginia. From the memories of
getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing
with his loving grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this
young-adult memoir weaves together the trials and triumphs faced by
Black queer boys.
Both a primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring
testimony for young queer men of color, All Boys Aren’t Blue covers
topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, brotherhood, family,
structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson’s
emotionally frank style of writing will appeal directly to young
adults.

(Don’t) Call Me Crazy
(Kelly Jensen) YA Nonfiction
Who’s Crazy?
What does it mean to be crazy? Is using the word crazy offensive?
What happens when such a label gets attached to your everyday
experiences?
In order to understand mental health, we need to talk openly about it.
Because there’s no single definition of crazy, there’s no single
experience that embodies it, and the word itself means different
things—wild? extreme? disturbed? passionate?—to different people.

In The Shadow of the Moon
(Amy Cherrix) YA Nonfiction
You’ve heard of the space race, but do you know the whole story?
The most ambitious race humankind has ever undertaken was
masterminded in the shadows by two engineers on opposite sides of
the Cold War—Wernher von Braun, a former Nazi officer living in
the US, and Sergei Korolev, a Russian rocket designer once jailed for
crimes against his country—and your textbooks probably never told
you.
Von Braun became an American hero, recognized the world over,
while Korolev toiled in obscurity. These two brilliant rocketeers
never met, but together they shaped the science of spaceflight and
redefined modern warfare. From Stalin’s brutal Gulag prisons and
Hitler’s concentration camps to Cape Canaveral and beyond, their
simultaneous quests pushed science—and human ingenuity—to the
breaking point.

Poetry / Verse
Nonfiction and Fiction

Ordinary Hazards
(Nikki Grimes) Autobiography in poetic verse
Author and poet Nikki Grimes explores the truth of a harrowing
childhood in a compelling and moving memoir in verse.

Home Is Not a Country
(Safia Elhillo) Poetry, Verse, Fiction
Nima wishes she were someone else. She doesn’t feel understood by her
mother, who grew up in a different land. She doesn’t feel accepted in her
suburban town; yet somehow, she isn't different enough to belong
elsewhere. Her best friend, Haitham, is the only person with whom she can
truly be herself. Until she can't, and suddenly her only refuge is gone.
As the ground is pulled out from under her, Nima must grapple with the
phantom of a life not chosen—the name her parents meant to give her at
birth—Yasmeen. But that other name, that other girl, might be more real
than Nima knows. And the life Nima wishes were someone else's. . . is one
she will need to fight for with a fierceness she never knew she possessed.

The Dead Emcee Scrolls: The Lost Teachings of Hip-Hop
(Saul Williams) Poetry, Fiction
In the underground labyrinths of New York City's subway system,
beneath the third rail of a long-forgotten line, Saul Williams
discovered scrolls of aged yellowish-brown paper rolled tightly into a
can of spray paint. His quest to decipher this mystical ancient text
resulted in a primal understanding of the power hip-hop has to teach
us about ourselves and the universe around us.
Fiction Choices

The Grapes of Wrath
(John Steinbeck) Fiction
First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the
Great Depression chronicles the Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells
the story of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads, driven from their
homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of California. Out
of their trials and their repeated collisions against the hard realities of an
America divided into haves and have-nots evolves a drama that is intensely
human yet majestic in its scale and moral vision, elemental yet plainspoken,
tragic but ultimately stirring in its human dignity.

The Awakening
(Kate Chopin) Fiction
When first published in 1899, The Awakening shocked readers with its
honest treatment of female marital infidelity. Audiences accustomed to the
pieties of late Victorian romantic fiction were taken aback by Chopin's
daring portrayal of a woman trapped in a stifling marriage, who seeks and
finds passionate physical love outside the confines of her domestic
situation. Although the theme of marital infidelity no longer shocks, few
novels have plumbed the psychology of a woman involved in an illicit
relationship with the perception, artistry, and honesty that Kate Chopin
brought to The Awakening

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
(Ken Kesey) Fiction
In this classic novel, Ken Kesey’s hero is Randle Patrick McMurphy, a
boisterous, brawling, fun-loving rebel who swaggers into the world of a
mental hospital and takes over. A lusty, life-affirming fighter,
McMurphy rallies the other patients around him by challenging the
dictatorship of Nurse Ratched. He promotes gambling in the ward,
smuggles in wine and women, and openly defies the rules at every turn.
But this defiance, which starts as a sport, soon develops into a grim
struggle, an all-out war between two relentless opponents: Nurse
Ratched, backed by the full power of authority, and McMurphy, who has
only his own indomitable will. What happens when Nurse Ratched uses
her ultimate weapon against McMurphy provides the story’s shocking
climax.

The Scarlet Letter
(Nathaniel Hawthorne) Fiction
The Scarlet Letter: A Romance is a work of historical fiction by American
author Nathaniel Hawthorne, published in 1850. Set in Puritan
Massachusetts Bay Colony during the years 1642 to 1649, the novel tells
the story of Hester Prynne, who conceives a daughter through an affair and
then struggles to create a new life of repentance and dignity. Containing a
number of religious and historic allusions, the book explores themes of
legalism, sin, and guilt.
Its great burden is the weight of unacknowledged sin as seen in the remorse
and cowardice and suffering of the Rev. Arthur Dimmesdale. Contrasted
with his concealed agony is the constant confession, conveyed by the letter,
which is forced upon Hester, and has a double effect, — a healthful one,
working beneficently, and making her helpful and benevolent, tolerant and
thoughtful ; and an unhealthful one, which by the great emphasis placed on
her transgression, the keeping her forever under its ban and isolating her
from her fellows, prepares her to break away from the long repression and
lapse again into sin when she plans her flight. Roger Chillingworth is an
embodiment of subtle and refined revenge.

South of Broad
(Pat Conroy) Fiction
Leopold Bloom King has been raised in a family shattered—and
shadowed—by tragedy. Lonely and adrift, he searches for something
to sustain him and finds it among a tightly knit group of outsiders.
Surviving marriages happy and troubled, unrequited loves and
unspoken longings, hard-won successes and devastating breakdowns,
as well as Charleston, South Carolina’s dark legacy of racism and
class divisions, these friends will endure until a final test forces them
to face something none of them are prepared for.
Spanning two turbulent decades, South of Broad is Pat Conroy at his
finest: a masterpiece from a great American writer whose passion for
life and language knows no bounds.

Shanghai Girls
(Lisa See) Fiction
In 1937, Shanghai is the Paris of Asia, a city of great wealth and glamour,
the home of millionaires and beggars, gangsters and gamblers, patriots and
revolutionaries, artists and warlords. Thanks to the financial security and
material comforts provided by their father’s prosperous rickshaw business,
twenty-one-year-old Pearl Chin and her younger sister, May, are having the
time of their lives. Though both sisters wave off authority and tradition,
they couldn’t be more different: Pearl is a Dragon sign, strong and stubborn,
while May is a true Sheep, adorable and placid. Both are beautiful, modern,
and carefree . . . until the day their father tells them that he has gambled
away their wealth and that in order to repay his debts he must sell the girls
as wives to suitors who have traveled from California to find Chinese
brides.
As Japanese bombs fall on their beloved city, Pearl and May set out on the
journey of a lifetime, one that will take them through the Chinese
countryside, in and out of the clutch of brutal soldiers, and across the
Pacific to the shores of America. In Los Angeles they begin a fresh chapter,
trying to find love with the strangers they have married, brushing against
the seduction of Hollywood, and striving to embrace American life even as
they fight against discrimination, brave Communist witch hunts, and find
themselves hemmed in by Chinatown’s old ways and rules.

Love Medicine
(Louise Erdrich) Contemporary Native American Fiction
Set on a North Dakota Ojibwe reservation, Love Medicine—the first
novel from master storyteller and National Book Award-winning
author Louise Erdrich—is an epic story about the intertwined fates of
two families: the Kashpaws and the Lamartines.

The Historian
(Elizabeth Kostova) Historical Fiction, Fantasy
Dracula--Vlad the Impaler! When a teenage girl discovers a medieval
book in her diplomat father's library, he reluctantly confesses an
unsettling story: his involvement, 20 years earlier, in a search for his
mentor, who disappeared from his office only moments after
confiding his certainty that Dracula--Vlad the Impaler--was still alive.

The Sun is Also a Star
(Nicola Yoon) Contemporary Fiction
It is Natasha's last day in New York City, where she has lived for 10 years.
Her family, living as undocumented immigrants in a small Brooklyn
apartment, are being deported to Jamaica after her father's arrest for drunk
driving. Natasha is scouring the city for a chance to stay in the United
States legally. She wants the normal teen existence of her peers. Meanwhile,
poetic Daniel is on his way to an interview as part of his application process
to Yale. He is under great pressure to get in because his parents (who
emigrated from South Korea) are adamant that he become a doctor. Events
slowly conspire to bring the two leads together. When Daniel and Natasha
finally meet, he falls in love immediately and convinces her to join him for
the day. -- 2016 National Book Award Finalist

Symptoms Of Being Human
(Jeff Garvin) YA Fiction
Riley Cavanaugh is many things: Punk rock. Snarky. Rebellious. And
gender fluid. Some days Riley identifies as a boy, and others as a girl. But
Riley isn't exactly out yet. And between starting a new school and having a
congressman father running for reelection in über-conservative Orange
County, the pressure—media and otherwise—is building up in Riley's life.
On the advice of a therapist, Riley starts an anonymous blog to vent those
pent-up feelings and tell the truth of what it's really like to be a gender fluid
teenager. But just as Riley's starting to settle in at school—even developing
feelings for a mysterious outcast—the blog goes viral, and an unnamed
commenter discovers Riley's real identity, threatening exposure. And Riley
must make a choice: walk away from what the blog has created—a lifeline,
new friends, a cause to believe in—or stand up, come out, and risk
everything.

Ballad & Dagger (An Outlaw Saints Novel) (Outlaw Saints, 1)
(Daniel José Older) YA Fiction / Fantasy
Almost sixteen years ago, Mateo Matisse's island homeland disappeared
into the sea. Weary and hopeless, the survivors of San Madrigal's sinking
escaped to New York.
While the rest of his tight-knit Brooklyn diaspora community dreams of
someday finding a way back home, Mateo--now a high school junior and
piano prodigy living with his two aunts (one who's alive, the other not so
much)--is focused on one thing: getting the attention of locally-grown
musical legend Gerval. Mateo finally gets his chance on the night of the
Grand Fete, an annual party celebrating the blended culture of pirates,
Cuban Santeros, and Sephardic Jews that created San Madrigal all those
centuries ago.
But the evil that sank their island has finally caught up with them, and on
the night of the celebration, Mateo's life is forever changed when he
witnesses a brutal murder by a person he thought he knew.
Suddenly Mateo is thrust into an ancient battle that spans years and oceans.
Deadly secrets are unraveled and Mateo awakens a power within himself--a
power that not only links him to the killer but could also hold the key to
unlocking the dark mystery behind his lost homeland.

