
GOOD HOPE COUNTRY DAY SUMMER READING, 2021
Seventh & Eighth Grade

Students are expected to read and complete the Google Form about at least three books.
● One should come from the �ction list.
● One should come from either non-�ction or the classic list.
● The third can be from any of the lists or a book of your own choosing.

Seventh and Eighth Grade Google Form Link : Summer Reading Log - Grades 7 & 8
(2021-2022)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdndHsz2o9nCw5FO0qIJntjXcv_4PYR
8iu938gwr-aFvFMPjQ/viewform?usp=sf _link

A wonderful source for more books is the American Library Association’s Annual List of
Notable books: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb.

Fiction Options:

Treasure of  the WorldBy Tara Sullivan

Twelve-year-old Ana wants nothing more than to escape the future set for her and her
classmates in her small mining village. Boys her age are beginning to leave school to become
silver miners and girls her age are destined to one day be the wives of miners. But when her
often ill eleven-year-old brother is forced by their demanding father to start work in the mines,
Ana gives up her dreams of school to volunteer in his place. The world of silver mining though
is dark and dangerous and the men who work there don’t want a girl in their way. Ana must
�nd the courage to not only survive but save her family after the worst happens and a mining
accident kills her father and leaves her brother missing.

Almost American Girl By Robin Ha

A teen graphic novel memoir about a Korean-born, non-English-speaking girl who is abruptly
transplanted from Seoul to Huntsville, Alabama, and struggles with extreme culture shock and
isolation, until she discovers her passion for comic arts.

Monday’s Not Coming By Ti�any D Jackson

Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. Claudia and Monday have
always been inseparable—more sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn’t turn up for the
�rst day of school, Claudia’s worried.

When she doesn’t show for the second day, or second week, Claudia knows that something is
wrong. Monday wouldn’t just leave her to endure tests and bullies alone. Not after last year’s

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdndHsz2o9nCw5FO0qIJntjXcv_4PYR8iu938gwr-aFvFMPjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdndHsz2o9nCw5FO0qIJntjXcv_4PYR8iu938gwr-aFvFMPjQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb


rumors and not with her grades on the line. Now Claudia needs her best—and only—friend
more than ever. But Monday’s mother refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, and Monday’s
sister April is even less help.

As Claudia digs deeper into her friend’s disappearance, she discovers that no one seems to
remember the last time they saw Monday. How can a teenage girl just vanish without anyone
noticing that she’s gone?

Prisoner B 3087 By Alan Gratz
Survive. At any cost.
10 concentration camps. 10 di�erent places where you are starved, tortured, and worked
mercilessly. It's something no one could imagine surviving. But it is what Yanek Gruener has to
face. As a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland, Yanek is at the mercy of the Nazis who have taken over.
Everything he has, and everyone he loves, have been snatched brutally from him. And then
Yanek himself is taken prisoner -- his arm tattooed with the words PRISONER B-3087. He is
forced from one nightmarish concentration camp to another, as World War II rages all around
him. He encounters evil he could have never imagined, but also sees surprising glimpses of
hope amid the horror. He just barely escapes death, only to confront it again seconds later. Can
Yanek make it through the terror without losing his hope, his will -- and, most of all, his sense
of who he really is inside? Based on an astonishing true story.

Ash Fall By Mike Mullin
Under the bubbling hot springs and geysers of Yellowstone National Park is a supervolcano.
Most people don't know it's there. The caldera is so large that it can only be seen from a plane
or satellite. It just could be overdue for an eruption, which would change the landscape and
climate of our planet. For Alex, being left alone for the weekend means having the freedom to
play computer games and hang out with his friends without hassle from his mother. Then the
Yellowstone supervolcano erupts, plunging his hometown into a nightmare of darkness, ash,
and violence. Alex begins a harrowing trek to search for his family and �nds help in Darla, a
travel partner he meets along the way. Together they must �nd the strength and skills to survive
and outlast an epic disaster.

Take the Mic: Fictional Stories of  Everyday Resistance Edited by Bethany C Morrow

A young adult anthology featuring �ctional stories of everyday resistance.

You might be the kind of person who stands up to online trolls.
Or who marches to protest injustice.



Perhaps you are #DisabledAndCute and dancing around your living room, alive and proud.

Or perhaps you are the trans mentor that you wish you had when you were younger.

Maybe you call out false allies, or stand up to loved ones.

Maybe you speak your truth and drop the mic, or maybe you take it with you when you leave.

This anthology features �ctional stories--in poems, prose, and art--that re�ect a slice of the
varied and limitless ways that readers like you resist every day.

Clap When You Land By Elizabeth Acevedo
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. But
this time, on the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see
crowds of crying people…

In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal’s o�ce, where her mother is waiting to
tell her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash.

Separated by distance – and Papi’s secrets – the two girls are forced to face a new reality in
which their father is dead and their lives are forever altered. And then, when it seems like
they’ve lost everything of their father, they learn of each other.

Papi’s death uncovers all the painful truths he kept hidden, and the love he divided across an
ocean. And now, Camino and Yahaira are both left to grapple with what this new sister means
to them, and what it will now take to keep their dreams alive.

In a dual narrative novel in verse that brims with both grief and love, award-winning and
bestselling author Elizabeth Acevedo writes about the devastation of loss, the di�culty of
forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds that shape our lives.

Odd One Out By Nic Stone

From the author of Dear Martin comes this exploration of old friendships, new crushes, and
the path to self-discovery.

Courtney "Coop" Cooper
Dumped. Again. And normally I wouldn't mind. But right now, my best friend and source of
solace, Jupiter Sanchez, is ignoring me to text some girl.

Rae Evelyn Chin



I assumed "new girl" would be synonymous with "pariah," but Jupiter and Courtney make me
feel like I'm right where I belong. I also want to kiss him. And her. Which is . . . perplexing.

Jupiter Charity-Sanchez
The only thing worse than losing the girl you love to a boy is losing her to your boy. That
means losing him, too. I have to make a move. . . .

One story.
Three sides.
No easy answers.

Winger By Andrew  Smith
Fourteen-year-old boarding school junior Ryan Dean West should be right in his element
among other rich kids, but rooming with the rugby team bully in Opportunity Hall, the
troublemakers’ dorm, he struggles with life and his sport while also being in love with Annie,
his best friend who still sees him as a little boy.
With the help of humor, his doodling, and his rugby buddies, Ryan Dean comes out on top,
but when everything starts falling apart, he realizes he must hold on to what’s truly important.
The book, jam-packed with hand-drawn illustrations and infographics, presents a teen’s
perspective with the right combination of laughter and tears.

Fourteen-year-old boarding school junior Ryan Dean West should be right in his element
among other rich kids, but rooming with the rugby team bully in Opportunity Hall, the
troublemakers’ dorm, he struggles with life and his sport while also being in love with Annie,
his best friend who still sees him as a little boy.
With the help of humor, his doodling, and his rugby buddies, Ryan Dean comes out on top,
but when everything starts falling apart, he realizes he must hold on to what’s truly important.
The book, jam-packed with hand-drawn illustrations and infographics, presents a teen’s
perspective with the right combination of laughter and tears.

The 5th Wave By Rick Yancey
After the 1st wave, only darkness remains. After the 2nd, only the lucky escape. And after the
3rd, only the unlucky survive. After the 4th wave, only one rule applies: trust no one.

Now, it's the dawn of the 5th wave, and on a lonely stretch of highway, Cassie runs from
Them. The beings who only look human, who roam the countryside killing anyone they see.
Who have scattered Earth's last survivors. To stay alone is to stay alive, Cassie believes, until she
meets Evan Walker. Beguiling and mysterious, Evan Walker may be Cassie's only hope for



rescuing her brother-or even saving herself. But Cassie must choose: between trust and despair,
between de�ance and surrender, between life and death. To give up or to get up.

Becoming Muhammad Ali by James Patterson, Kwame Alexander
Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other. Kwame
Alexander and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his life up to age seventeen in both
prose and verse, including his childhood friends, struggles in school, the racism he faced, and
his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about Cassius' family and neighbors in Louisville,
Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, Cassius began training as an amateur boxer at
age twelve. Before long, he won his �rst Golden Gloves bout and began his transformation into
the unrivaled Muhammad Ali.

Fully authorized by and written in cooperation with the Muhammad Ali estate, and vividly
brought to life by Dawud Anyabwile's dynamic artwork, Becoming Muhammad Ali captures
the budding charisma and youthful personality of one of the greatest sports heroes of all time.

Boys Without Names by Kashmira Sheth
For eleven-year-old Gopal and his family, life in their rural Indian village is over: We stay, we
starve, his baba has warned. So they must �ee to the big city of Mumbai in hopes of �nding
work and a brighter future. Gopal is eager to help support his struggling family until school
starts, so when a stranger approaches him with the promise of a factory job, he jumps at the
o�er.

But Gopal has been deceived. There is no factory but, instead, a small, stu�y sweatshop, where
he and �ve other boys are forced to make beaded frames for no money and little food. The boys
are forbidden to talk or even to call one another by their real names. In this atmosphere of
distrust and isolation, locked in a rundown building in an unknown part of the city, Gopal
despairs of ever seeing his family again.

Then, late one night when Gopal decides to share kahanis, or stories, he realizes that
storytelling might be the boys' key to holding on to their sense of self and their hope for any
kind of future. If he can make them feel more like brothers than enemies, their lives will be
more bearable in the shop—and they might even �nd a way to escape.

Non-Fiction Options

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3780.James_Patterson
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/326609.Kwame_Alexander
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/146951.Kashmira_Sheth


The Faraway Brothers (Adapted for Young Adults) by Lauren Markham
A remarkable story of brotherhood, immigration, and �nding home, The Faraway Brothers
follows the lives of 17-year-old twins Ernesto and Raúl Flores, who are forced to �ee El
Salvador for America after being targeted by a local gang. While the journey itself is harrowing,
so too are their lives as undocumented migrants. Ernesto and Raúl must adapt to all-new
surroundings and anxiously await their immigration court hearing, all while experiencing the
typical trials of adolescence.

The World Without Fish By Mark Kurlansky, Frank Stockton (Illustrator)
World Without Fish has been praised as “urgent” (Publishers Weekly) and “a wonderfully
fast-paced and engaging primer on the key questions surrounding �sh and the sea” (Paul
Greenberg, author of Four Fish). It has also been included in the New York State Expeditionary
Learning English Language Arts Curriculum.

Written by a master storyteller, World Without Fish connects all the dots—biology, economics,
evolution, politics, climate, history, culture, food, and nutrition—in a way that kids can really
understand. It describes how the �sh we most commonly eat, including tuna, salmon, cod, and
sword�sh, could disappear within 50 years, and the domino e�ect it would have—oceans
teeming with jelly�sh and turning pinkish orange from algal blooms; seabirds disappearing,
then reptiles, then mammals. It describes the back-and-forth dynamic of �shermen and
scientists. It covers the e�ects of industrialized �shing, and how bottom-dragging nets are
turning the ocean �oor into a desert.

Interwoven with the book is a graphic novel. Each beautifully illustrated chapter opener links
to form a larger �ctional story that complements the text. Hand in hand, they create a Silent
Spring for a new generation.

Mosquito Bite by Alexandra Siy
"READY-OR-NOT-HERE-I-COME."
The boy listens.
The girl is getting closer.
Suddenly, there's another sound.
A droning buzz.
Something else is looking for the boy.

The seeker is a mosquito, Culex pipiens, and her search is a matter of life and death. She must
�nd food—blood—to nourish the hundreds of tiny eggs inside her body.

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/595190/the-far-away-brothers-adapted-for-young-adults-by-lauren-markham/?ref=PRH06C9ECE222&aid=randohouseinc22957-20&linkid=PRH06C9ECE222
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1847.Mark_Kurlansky
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8530867.Frank_Stockton
https://www.amazon.com/Alexandra-Siy/e/B001JRWTK2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


Black-and-white photographs show the children's game of hide-and-seek, while astonishing
micrographs show Culex and her world as seen through an electron microscope. Zoom in for a
close-up view: A blade of grass looks like a menacing �eld of spines. A mosquito's eye becomes
a bundle of tightly packed tubes.

Discover the life story of a mosquito from a truly larger-than-life point of view.

Flowers in the Gutter by K. R. Gaddy
The tale of the Edelweiss Pirates reads like the most thrilling of war �ction, yet it’s the result of
historian K. R. Gaddy’s meticulous research. These weren’t your typical pirates — rather, they
were working-class German teenagers risking their lives to resist the Nazis during World War II.
Their refusal of complacency, even as the Gestapo pursued and arrested them, is something we
could all learn from.

Race Against Time:  The Untold Story of  Scipio Jonesand the Battle to Save Twelve
Innocent Men BY Sandra Neil Wallace and Rich Wallace.

Scipio Africanus Jones—a self-taught attorney who was born enslaved—leads a momentous
series of court cases to save twelve black men who’d been unjustly sentenced to death.

In October 1919, a group of black sharecroppers met at a church in an Arkansas village to
organize a union. Bullets rained down on the meeting from outside. Many were killed by a
white mob, and others were rounded up and arrested. Twelve of the sharecroppers were hastily
tried and sentenced to death. Up stepped Scipio Africanus Jones, a self-taught lawyer who’d
been born enslaved. Could he save the men’s lives and set them free? Through their in-depth
research and consultation with legal experts, award-winning non�ction authors Sandra and
Rich Wallace examine the complex proceedings and an unsung African American early civil
rights hero.

The Beautif ul Struggle: Young Readers Edition By Ta- Nehisi Coats

This was the abyss where, unguided, black boys were swallowed whole, only to re-emerge on corners
and prison tiers

Ta-Nehisi Coates grew up in the tumultuous 1980’s in Baltimore known, back then as the
murder capital of the United States.

With seven siblings, four mothers, and one highly unconventional father: Paul Coates, a
larger-than-life Vietnam Vet, Black Panther, Ta-Nehisi’s coming of age story is gripping and

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/575238/flowers-in-the-gutter-by-k-r-gaddy/?ref=PRH06C9ECE222&aid=randohouseinc22957-20&linkid=PRH06C9ECE222


lays bare the troubled, often violent life of the inner-city, and the author’s experience as a
young black person in it

With candor, Ta-Nehisi Coates details the challenges on the streets and within one’s family,
especially the eternal struggle for peace between a father and son and the important role family
plays in such circumstances.

The Impossible Climb: Alex Honnold, El Capitan, and a Climber’s Life By Mark
Synnott and Hamoton Synnott

On June 3, 2017, Alex Honnold achieved what most had written o� as unattainable: a
3,000-foot vertical climb of El Capitan in Yosemite National Park, without a rope or harness.
At the time, only a few knew what he was attempting to do, but after topping out at 9:28 am,
having spent just under four hours on this historic feat, author Mark Synnott broke the story
for National Geographic and the world watched in awe.

Now adapted for a younger audience, The Impossible Climb tells the gripping story of how a
quiet kid from Sacramento, California, grew up to capture the attention of the entire globe by
rede�ning the limits of human potential through hard work, discipline, and a deep respect for
the natural world.

How to Change Everything: The Young Human’s Guide to Protecting the Planet and
Each Other BY NAOMI KLEIN AND REBECCA STEFOFF

Warmer temperatures. Fires in the Amazon. Superstorms. These are just some of the e�ects of
climate change that we are already experiencing.

The good news is that we can all do something about it. A movement is already underway to
combat not only the environmental e�ects of climate change but also to �ght for climate
justice and make a fair and livable future possible for everyone. And young people are not just
part of that movement, they are leading the way. They are showing us that this moment of
danger is also a moment of great opportunity—an opportunity to change everything.

Full of empowering stories of young leaders all over the world, this information-packed book
from award-winning journalist and one of the foremost voices for climate justice, Naomi
Klein, o�ers young readers a comprehensive look at the state of the climate today and how we
got here, while also providing the tools they need to join this �ght to protect and reshape the
planet they will inherit.



In the Shadow of  the MoonBy Amy Cherrix

You’ve heard of the space race, but do you know the whole story?

The most ambitious race humankind has ever undertaken was masterminded in the shadows
by two engineers on opposite sides of the Cold War—Wernher von Braun, a former Nazi
o�cer living in the US, and Sergei Korolev, a Russian rocket designer once jailed for crimes
against his country—and your textbooks probably never told you.

Von Braun became an American hero, recognized the world over, while Korolev toiled in
obscurity. These two brilliant rocketeers never met, but together they shaped the science of
space�ight and rede�ned modern warfare. From Stalin’s brutal Gulag prisons and Hitler’s
concentration camps to Cape Canaveral and beyond, their simultaneous quests pushed
science—and human ingenuity—to the breaking point.

Stamped by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X Kendi.

Stamped traces the history of racism and the many political, literary, and philosophical
narratives that have been used to justify slavery, oppression, and genocide. Framed through the
ideologies and thoughts of segregationists, assimilationists, and antiracists throughout history,
the book demonstrates that the “construct of race has always been used to gain and keep
power, whether �nancially or politically,” and that this power has been used to systemically and
systematically oppress Black people in the United States for more than four hundred years.

Before Columbus: The Americas of  1491By Charles C Mann

Mann adapts his highly acclaimed, 451 page book into a fantastically illustrated retelling for
young adults that radically alters our understanding of the Americas before the arrival of
Columbus in 1492. Before Columbus The Americas of 1491: is a book that reveals the
complexities of life and cultures in the Americas before the arrival of the infamous Spaniard,
but also highlights the complexities of ever-evolving historical perspective. Charles C. Mann
avoids the traps of diluting history in order to make it more digestible for young readers. He
explicitly paves the path that reveals how he came to ask the questions, genuine, complicated,
involved questions, that eventually led to researching and writing the book.

Civil War Spies: Behind Enemy Lines by Camilla J. Wilson
The incredible true stories of the spies on both sides on both sides of the Civil War to come to
life in these harrowing tales of bravery and sacri�ce.



A Storm Too Soon: A remarkable True Survival Story in 80 Foot Seas: A Young
Reader’s Edition By Michael J Tougias
Seventy-foot waves batter a torn life raft 250 miles out to sea in one of the world’s most
dangerous places, the Gulf Stream. Hanging on to the raft are three men, a Canadian, a Brit,
and their captain, JP de Lutz, a dual citizen of America and France. Their capsized
forty-seven-foot sailboat has �lled with water and disappeared below the tempestuous sea. The
giant waves repeatedly toss the men out of their tiny vessel, and JP, with nine broken ribs, is
hypothermic and on the verge of death. The captain, however, is a remarkably tough character,
having survived a brutal boyhood, and now he must rely on the same inner strength to outlast
the storm.

Classic Options:
Peter Pan By  J.M Barrie
The character of Peter Pan �rst came to life in the stories J. M. Barrie told �ve brothers -- three
of whom were named Peter, John, and Michael. Peter Pan is considered one of the greatest
children's stories of all time and continues to charm readers one hundred years after its �rst
appearance as a play in 1904.

Little Women
Generations of readers young and old, male and female, have fallen in love with the March
sisters of Louisa May Alcott’s most popular and enduring novel, Little Women. Here are
talented tomboy and author-to-be Jo, tragically frail Beth, beautiful Meg, and romantic,
spoiled Amy, united in their devotion to each other and their struggles to survive in New
England during the Civil War.

It is no secret that Alcott based Little Women on her own early life. While her father, the
freethinking reformer and abolitionist Bronson Alcott, hobnobbed with such eminent male
authors as Emerson, Thoreau, and Hawthorne, Louisa supported herself and her sisters with
"woman’s work,” including sewing, doing laundry, and acting as a domestic servant. But she
soon discovered she could make more money writing. Little Women brought her lasting fame
and fortune, and far from being the "girl’s book” her publisher requested, it explores such
timeless themes as love and death, war and peace, the con�ict between personal ambition and
family responsibilities, and the clash of cultures between Europe and America.

Treasure Island, by Robert Louis Stevenson
The most popular pirate story ever written in English, featuring one of literature’s most
beloved “bad guys,” Treasure Island has been happily devoured by several generations of
boys—and girls—and grownups. Its unforgettable characters include: young Jim Hawkins,



who �nds himself owner of a map to Treasure Island, where the fabled pirate booty is buried;
honest Captain Smollett, heroic Dr. Livesey,  ambiguous Long John Silver - one moment a
friendly, laughing, one-legged sea-cook . . .and the next a dangerous pirate leader- and many
more!
The unexpected and complex relationship that develops between Silver and Jim helps
transform what seems at �rst to be a simple, rip-roaring adventure story into a deeply moving
study of a boy’s growth into manhood, as he learns hard lessons about friendship, loyalty,
courage and honor—and the uncertain meaning of good and evil.

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, by  Lewis Carroll
On a golden afternoon, young Alice follows a White Rabbit, who disappears down a nearby
rabbit hole. Quickly following him, she tumbles into the burrow - and enters the merry,
topsy-turvy world of Wonderland. A series of whimsical escapades and nonsensical obstacles
dictate Alice's journey, which culminates in a madcap encounter with the Queen of Hearts -
and her army of playing cards! Is it all a dream, or just an alternate reality...?

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, by Betty Smith

The American classic about a young girl's coming-of -age at the turn of  the century.

From the moment she entered the world, Francie needed to be made of stern stu�, for the
often harsh life of Williamsburg demanded fortitude, precocity, and strength of spirit. Often
scorned by neighbors for her family’s erratic and eccentric behavior-such as her father Johnny’s
taste for alcohol and Aunt Sissy’s habit of marrying serially without the formality of divorce-no
one, least of all Francie, could say that the Nolans’ life lacked drama. By turns overwhelming,
sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, the Nolans’ daily experiences are tenderly threaded with
family connectedness and raw with honesty. Betty Smith has, in the pages of A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn, captured the joys of humble Williamsburg life-from “junk day” on Saturdays, when
the children of Francie’s neighborhood traded their weekly take for pennies, to the special
excitement of holidays, bringing cause for celebration and revelry. Betty Smith has artfully
caught this sense of exciting life in a novel of childhood, replete with incredibly rich moments
of universal experiences--a truly remarkable achievement for any writer.


