
Head of School Commencement 2018 Remarks 
 
Four weeks after Maria, and a week after our emergency Town Hall meeting in 
the pavilion, I was scrambling from one side of our campus to the other, in 
sheer survival mode, making sure that our teachers and staff had what they 
needed to run their classes, at least at a basic level.  
 
As sweat streamed down my face, a parent stopped me in my tracks and put his 
hand on my shoulder. He then looked me directly in the eye and said very 
calmly, “Mr. Loya, I know you have sacrificed a lot to be here, but I wanted to let 
you know how much I appreciate everything you are doing for our children.” 
 
His words melted me, I shed some tears, but his words also lifted me—and gave 
me much needed strength to carry out what we know was a long battle ahead.   
 
Each of you has this same incredible superpower that this particular parent 
demonstrated—the power to use heartfelt words of appreciation to comfort, 
inspire, and strengthen others.  
 
Captain America? Black Panther? The Avengers? Amateurs! Sure, they may fly 
all over the big screen saving the world, but Hollywood has us duped to believe 
that superpowers require brawn, when in reality you all have this Superpower 
of Words inside you, and it just requires emotional courage to get those words 
out.  
 
You have this superpower because you have grown up on an island and in a 
school community where people care about you and know you; where people 
have your back and go out of their way to give you a hand, or even a second 
chance; where everyone keeps a watchful eye to make sure you follow the best 
path forward; and where our wonderfully diverse population gives you 
different perspectives on all situations and boosts your empathy. 
 
Just yesterday at our last assembly, I watched as many of you summoned that 
emotional courage and used your superpower to give poignant, off-the-cuff 
reflections on the impact upper school faculty members had had on you. 
 
By simply pausing, making eye contact with another person, resting your hand 
on their shoulder, and sharing with them from the bottom of your heart 



something you genuinely appreciate about them or something they’ve done, 
you will begin to have a dramatic impact wherever you go.  
 
You might do this with a family member here in the audience who has lent you 
their ear when you thought that everything in your world was messed up. You 
might do this with a friend, who helped you with a difficult science lab or nerve-
wracking audition. You might do this with a neighbor who simply cooked you a 
meal over a gas stove in the aftermath of Maria. 
 
But if you wait another four years before you use this superpower, we will have 
failed you.  Whether you are headed to Colorado or Texas, D.C. or Alabama, 
Scotland or St. Thomas, you will have the chance to use your superpower, 
cultivated at this school, immediately. 
 
When someone helps you assemble that IKEA shelf in your door room, use your 
superpower. When in week 3, the professor gives you constructive, but tough-
to-swallow, feedback on an assignment, use your superpower. And when in 
week 6, when your roommate’s eating habits, sleeping habits, study habits, 
grooming habits, or musical preferences are driving you crazy, remember… Use 
your superpower.   
 
With this superpower and the education you have received right here at Good 
Hope Country Day School, you are all empowered to better this island and the 
world.  
 
We have the highest of expectations for all of you. Thank you and 
congratulations. 
 
 
 
 
 


