
Congratulations, GHCDS Class of 2016! 
2016 Commencement remarks by Head of School, Kari Loya 

 
 
Parents, Faculty, Friends, Trustees, Board Chair Mr. John Harper, Bill and Brenda Sinfield… Welcome to the Good Hope 
Country Day School Commencement for our distinguished graduates of the Class of 2016.  
 
Years ago I had the pleasure of taking a group of 17-year-olds from Oregon to Santos Football Club in Brazil, where we 
spent the day with Dr. Julio Mazzei, the former New York Cosmos Coach and physical trainer for Pele, the greatest 
soccer player of all-time. At one point during our visit, Dr. Mazzei pulled me aside, pointed to this group of high school 
seniors, and said to me, “I hope they appreciate what America means to all the kids down here.” 
 
Class of 2016, I hope you appreciate the amazing educational opportunity you have received by attending Good Hope 
Country Day School—and by living here on St. Croix. 
 
Our School has talented, committed faculty, or as one student recently said, “superheroes,” who have worked very long 
hours to help all of you grow and succeed. And our School community is much more than that. In the crowd we see 
parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts and uncles, church members, coaches, neighbors, and others who have all helped 
to ensure your success. No man (or woman) is an Island—even on an island. 
 
Our Island of St. Croix offers two things that even top schools around the world struggle to provide: First, spectacular 
natural beauty. Why is that important? Because as the 21

st
 Century becomes more frenzied than ever, human beings, 

aside from turning to faith, will continue to turn to nature for inner-peace, guidance, and perspective. You already have 
that perspective—keep it. 
 
Second, cultural, ethnic, and socio-economic diversity. St. Croix is like a fascinating tropical, rural microcosm of New York 
City. This year alone our students have boarded Air Force Two and also witnessed a state of emergency due to gang 
violence. Our students interact daily with a wonderful mix of Crucians, Bajans, Kittitians; Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, 
Colombians; Filipinos, Texans, New Englanders; Danes, Kenyans…the list goes on. Why is that important? Because one 
of the greatest challenges for humanity is that we still struggle to get along with and work with people who are different 
from us. You already have that ability—keep it. 
 
In the last year, I have spoken with your predecessors, alumni, scattered around the globe, including at receptions in 
Washington, D.C. and San Francisco. Every single graduate was incredibly proud of the education they had received, 
whether on the Good Hope School side of our family tree, or the Country Day School side, and they all spoke fondly of 
growing up on St. Croix. 
 
Just last week, as I walked between buildings on campus, a middle school student ran 30 yards up to me with a big smile 
on her face.  “Mr. Loya,” she said, out of breath, “I just wanted to say thank you to you and the School for the financial aid. 
I am so happy to be able to return to this school next year.”  
 
Class of 2016, you now have two simple, but important, responsibilities:  

1. Use everything that you have learned to be the best you that you can be. 
2. Give back to the School and give back to St. Croix so that others can have the same opportunities that you’ve 

had. 
We have the highest of expectations for all of you. Thank you and congratulations. 

 
 

A world-class education in America’s paradise!                 340.778.1974              www.ghcds.org 


