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Everyone at GHCDS remembers hear-
ing about the decision to choose Mr. 
William Bugg as the new Head of 

School back in December. More specifically, 
everyone remembers the event that transpired 
shortly thereafter - when Ms. Denise Blanch-
ette, former LS/MS Head of nearly 30 years 
and a finalist in the HOS search, resigned 
from her position after she wasn’t chosen. 
Many people didn’t anticipate this action on 
her end - but then again, many people didn’t 
anticipate that she wouldn’t be chosen. 
 Even just a quick skim of this is-
sue’s Student Survey shows the wide range 
of feelings that students have towards the 
decision. The most popular opinion amongst 
the student body seems to be that, regardless 
of any personal qualms some have with her, 
Ms. Blanchette was the most qualified can-
didate due to her years of experience at GH-
CDS. So why wasn’t she chosen?
 A December 13th Facebook post 
made on the GHCDS page (and reprinted in 
full on page 6) by Board Chair, Joe Croney, 
hardly gives any insight as to why she wasn’t 
chosen. One segment reads, “Last week the 
Trustees voted to extend an offer to William 
Bugg as the candidate who, on balance, is set 
up best to lead the school forward given his 
deep educational background, head of school 

experience, familiarity with the challenges 
which the school needs to face, and his fam-
ily’s desire to embrace St. Croix. This deci-
sion was informed by the positive feedback 
received from the entire school community.” 
The statement is vague in its explanation as 
to why Mr. Bugg was deemed the best candi-
date, and also misleads readers into believing 
that the entire community supported the deci-
sion. When seeking out student opinions on 
Mr. Bugg, several Upper School students told 
the Panther Post that they didn’t even know 
who he was. Furthermore, an anonymous 
source informed the Panther Post that a large 
group of approximately 27 faculty members 
had sent a letter to the Board backing Ms. 
Blanchette. 
 In order to find out why Ms. Blanch-
ette wasn’t chosen as HOS, the Panther Post 
conducted two interviews: one with Head 
of School Mr. Kari Loya & Upper School 
Dean Ms. Dawn Grey, and one with the HOS 
Search Committee head, Ms. Cathy Mares. 
Neither interview resulted in a solid answer; 
Mr. Loya wasn’t allowed in the final deci-
sion meeting (as is standard), and Ms. Mares 
said that she wasn’t able to disclose informa-
tion about specifics. Mr. Loya did offer one 
piece of information, however, that may have 
been a factor in the Board’s decision to not 

choose Ms. Blanchette: “You have someone 
who is a teacher. They then become a depart-
ment chair responsible for the English, So-
cial Studies, [or other subject departments]. 
Then they might become a Dean of Faculty 
or a Division Head. When they finally make 
that next jump up to the Head of School, only 
20% of their time is doing what they were 
doing before, even though they were really 
good at it. And so, it’s important when you’re 
looking at Head of School to be looking at 
all of those pieces, not just someone’s exper-
tise in one area.” Perhaps the Board felt as 
though Ms. Blanchette, who told the Search 
Committee that she did not plan to resign if 
she wasn’t selected for the position, would be 

[Continued on page 7]

NEW HEAD OF SCHOOL SELECTED! 
Controversial Leadership Decision Leads to a Resignation 

& Lingering Questions from the Community

William Bugg III, who has been selected 
as the new GHCDS Head of School, to   
begin during the summer of 2019
___________________________________
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How to join our awesome team: If you are a Good 
Hope Country Day School student interested in 
contributing to The Panther Post on either its news 
reporting or editorial teams, please email either the 
Editor-in-Chief or Faculty Advisor, or just stop by the 
PUB room and inquire face to face! 

Editorials and Letter to the Editor Policy: For over a 
year, the opinion pages of The Panther Post have 
served as an open public forum for the exchange of 
comment and criticism in a well-written and thought-
ful manner. These pages are open to students, staff, 
parents and others interested in GHCDS. To have an 
editorial or letter printed in The Panther Post, please 
limit your piece to 600 words. Editorial submissions 
must be emailed to pantherpost@ghcdsstudent.org. 
Please include your full name and title (such as grade 
level or position in the school). Letters will be pub-
lished in the paper as spacing allows. Anonymous 
submissions will not be published. Letters should not 
include any personal information pertaining to other 
people unless it is relevant to the topic at hand, which 
will be decided at the discretion of The Panther Post’s 
managing editors. All letters will be edited for style 
and grammar. While we strive to print as many letters 
to the editor as space allows, we also reserve the right 
not to print any letter. 

Advertising Policy: The Panther Post will not accept 
advertising that the staff believes to be: factually in-
accurate, designed to mislead, deceive or defraud, 
containing malicious, vindictive or unsubstantiated 
attacks, offering goods and/or services illegal for teens 
to possess, buy or use, libelous, obscene, or certain to 
create imminent danger or disruption to the educa-
tional mission of GHCDS. 

Thank you in advance for following these guidelines.

Mission: The Panther Post was established in the fall of 2017, 
and is the student-run newspaper of Good Hope Country Day 
School.
 We hope to serve two main functions on this campus. 
As an open community forum, we faithfully aim to both announce 
quality news about the GHCDS community, and present thought-
ful analysis of issues pertaining to this campus and the world at 
large. We hope to be a comprehensive source of information as 
well as a site for dialogue and discussion. The editors are partic-
ularly interested in social and political commentary and analysis 
related to campus events and global issues. We know that The 
Panther Post will function at its best when its connections with 
staff, faculty, students, alumni and student groups are strong. 
Thus, we hope to use The Panther Post to present the voices of 
a diverse cross section of Good Hope Country Day School as we 
aim to be as open and inclusive as possible. This is, we believe, 
an integral principal of journalism that must be upheld both at this 
school and beyond. 
 We aim to include (albeit not exclusively) political writ-
ings, pop culture commentary, and writings from those traditional-
ly underrepresented within the media. The Panther Post aims to 
publish online as well as 2-5 substantial print issues a semester.
 As one of the few outlets for students to explore their 
interests in journalism while at Good Hope Country Day School, 
we hope to work with students at any point in their career here. 
The Panther Post will gladly work with any interested writers, 
photographers, graphic designers, multimedia artists, and web 
designers. We hold regular staff meetings that are open to all 
members of the GHCDS community. 
 The views expressed in The Panther Post do not nec-
essarily reflect those of the paper, its staff, or Good Hope Country 
Day School. All content is copyright 2018-2019, The Panther Post. 
All rights reserved. Revised September 2018. 
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The Index!
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10
The number of states that require consent 
lessons in sex education in schools.

19
The number of states that still allow 
schools to use corporal punishment (de-
fined as paddling, spanking or other forms 
of physical punishment). Studies such as 
recent Government Accountability Office 
report show that it is used disproportion-
ately against black children and the dis-
abled. 

31%
Voter turnout among 18 to 29-year-olds in 
the 2018 midterm elections, the highest in 
25 years. 

245
Number of exotic animals - including 
snackes, skunks and tortoises - seized 
from a Pennsylvania home on October 
18th.  

2,550
Number of Americans that applied for 
asylum in Canada in 2017, according to 
data from Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada. That’s more than 
a sixfold increase from the 395 Ameri-
cans who applied in 2016. It’s believed 
that the hard-line immigration policies of        
President Donald Trump have fueled the 
increase in the number of Americans   
fleeing to Canada, the majority of whom 
are of Haitian descent. 

482,000
Nationwide number of High School       
senior students, out of the 1.7 million         
using Naviance, who applied to at least 
one college by the November 1st dead-
line. 

$184 trillion
The total amount of global debt reached 
last year, equivalent to more than $86,000 
per person, according to the International 
Monetary Fund. 

FOR THE RECORD
A Collection of Quotes From Around Campus, the Territory, the Country and the World  

“I choose love not fear. We exist 
and always have.” 
~ Laverne Cox, trans actor and activist, 
tweeting her response to the news that the 
Trump Administration is considering insti-
tuting a legal definition of gender that would 
exclude transgender people.

“It’s clear we all live in pothole 
country and a lot of work has   
taken place territory wide to pave, 
but at the end of the day there is 
only so much we can do with the 
resources we have.” 
~ Senator Nereida Rivera-O’Reilly during a 
November 9th Senate Committee on Finance 
meeting that unanimously approved leases 
for two new asphalt plants in the USVI.  

“Right now we are facing a man-
made disaster of global scale, our 
greatest threat in thousands of 
years: climate change. If we don’t 
take action, the collapse of our 
civilisations and the extinction 
of much of the natural world is on 
the horizon.”
~ Sir David Attenborough, naturalist, at the 
recent UN climate change summit in Kato-
wice, Poland. 

“You know what I am? I’m a        
nationalist.” 
~ Donald Trump, U.S. President, at a          
campaign rally in Houston on October 22nd. 

“It’s a line in the sand and what it 
says to our species is that this is 
the moment and we must act now. 
This is the largest clarion bell from 
the science community and I hope 
it mobilises people and dents the 
mood of complacency.”
~ Debra Roberts, cochair of a working group 
on the impacts of climate change.

“This is going to be the Great               
Society, the moonshot, the civil 
rights movement of our genera-
tion. That is the scale of the ambi-
tion that this movement is going to 
require.” 
~ Representative-elect Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), on December 2nd, on 
the government’s next steps toward com-
bating climate change. She and other House 
members have introduced a “Green New 
Deal” initiative with the goal of transitioning 
the U.S. towards 100 percent renewable en-
ergy. 

“Preservation of the environment, 
promotion of sustainable devel-
opment and particular attention 
to climate change are matters of 
grave concern for the entire human 
family.” 
~ Pope Benedict XVI.
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From the 
Editor 

Even More of
The Index!

_______________

35
Total number of days the most recent par-
tial federal government shutdown lasted, 
the longest ever. 

47
Percentage of New Jersey residents ages 
18 to 34 who live with a parent, the high-
est such rate in the U.S., according to the 
North Jersey Record’s analysis of 2017 
Census data. 

800,000
Number of federal workers that were      
directly impacted by the shutdown and 
had been furloughed or were working 
without pay. 

1 million
Number of plastic bottles sold around the 
world every minute, according to an in-
vestigation conducted by the Guardian. 

16 million
Number of Americans who will have 
turned 18 between 2016 and 2020.

$1 billion
Estimated amount that the latest                 
partial government shutdown cost the 
U.S.  economy per week. 

$6 billion
Amount that the U.S. economy lost by 
the end of the partial federal government 
shutdown, according to an analysis by 
S&P Global Ratings. 

Hey there, Panthers, and welcome to 
our first Panther Post issue of 2019! 
Hopefully in the future, we can pub-

lish the paper more frequently. I urge any stu-
dents reading this to contribute something so 
we can make that a reality!
 In this edition of the Panther Post, 
we certainly aren’t holding back. Following 
a rather controversial finale to the Head of 
School search (and the events that followed), 
I wanted to get as much accurate infor-
mation for the students as I could (not that 
the students read the paper for the news so 
much as they read it for the Ask Alexis col-
umn - which I can’t blame our readers for. 
It’s pretty good stuff.) When I couldn’t find 
the answers I was looking for, it got me to 
thinking about how this school is run and the 
role students and teachers play in it. I came 
to the conclusion that we, as a community, 
don’t have very much say in decisions that 
affect us directly. Take, for example, the re-
cent high school-wide Advisory meeting in 
the library with Ms. Grey. When the students 
had an opportunity to speak with her directly 
and express their deep dissatisfaction (or ha-
tred, for some) with CPM, it seemed to many 
that Ms. Grey wasn’t hearing what students 
had to say. In fact, she said herself that, while 
administration and teachers wanted to hear 
feedback, student opinions wouldn’t neces-
sarily have any impact in the future.
 The Head of School decision show-
cases this phenomenon on a larger scale. A 
small group of individuals at the top of the 
school hierarchy got to make a major choice 
that affected those below them far more di-
rectly than the Board itself. Faculty and stu-
dents are the ones whose day-to-day lives are 
affected by the decisions the Board makes 

for them. It’s oligarchical in fashion, but as a 
school that’s constantly putting an emphasis 
on cultivating leaders, perhaps this isn’t the 
right way to go about making decisions. Giv-
ing students a real, meaningful way to make 
long-lasting change in their school could 
prove to be incredibly valuable. Furthermore, 
giving teachers a direct line of power and tru-
ly listening to their opinions on important 
issues would also improve our school’s envi-
ronment and quality of education.
 If this is too radical a notion, the 
least the Board can do is be transparent with 
the groups it is making decisions for. Students 
and faculty deserve to know why the Board 
makes the choices it does, and if its mem-
bers are hesitant to disclose that information, 
it could be indicative of a larger problem. 
Transparency between the Board and the rest 
of the community would help strengthen the 
connection between the two, as well as help 
hold the Board more accountable for its ac-
tions.
 Our opinions are important. That’s 
why it’s necessary for this paper to exist. The 
free press has been a longstanding safeguard 
against injustice in the world and has also 
been a forum for people to speak their minds 
on issues that matter to them. Every issue of 
the Panther Post includes opinion pieces and 
a Student Survey so we can have that forum. 
If the school won’t give us the power to affect 
change, we’ll take it ourselves.
 Those in charge need to know that 
we have something to say, and us being teen-
agers doesn’t make our ideas any less valid.

~ Carolyn Grimm, Editor-in-Chief
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Letters to the Editor 
What amazing audacity. For a school the size 
of GHCD to put out a 36 page publication is 
stunningly hopeful. I taught in large subur-
ban high schools in Kansas and Florida and 
did not see this. I particularly like the article 
on teaching Civics since that (American Gov-
ernment) was one of many    classes I taught at 
CDS in 2001. I had a particularly precocious 
student, Chris Fletcher. I hear he has gone on 
to do great work. 
- John Seevers, November 6, 2018



“The freedom of the press is one of the 
greatest bulwarks of liberty, and can nev-
er be restrained but by despotic govern-
ments.” ~ George Mason, Virginia Dec-
laration of Rights (1776).

In my last column, I wrote about the 
critical importance of having and 
maintaining a student newspaper. For 

this issue, I’d like to use this space to re-
flect more specifically on the power of 
student journalism. 
 As a proud CDS alum (Class 
of 2001), there are a multitude of posi-
tive and formative experiences I fondly 
recall, such as Mini Gusto, Orange and 
White Day, etc. My single most cher-
ished set of memories, however, con-
cerns the founding and management of 
The Free Press, which started out as an 
underground alternative to the official 
Country Day School newspaper The Ti-
ger Times (which I was an increasingly 
dissatisfied co-manager of), eventually 
overtaking that publication in popularity 
(as measured in readership, submissions 
and controversy). Giving alums, facul-
ty, parents and most especially students 
a new outlet to share ideas and explore 
common concerns was an immensely 
empowering and transformative expe-
rience. I will never forget once being 
called down to Headmaster Jim Sadler’s 
office (dousing fires related to our experi-
ment in press freedom was a frequent oc-
currence), who shared with me his alarm 
at how a student had warned then-Upper 
School Dean Cecile Roth: “Be careful 
what you say, because this conversation 
is going in The Free Press.” Realizing the 
depth of power that our student-generat-
ed open forum had also eventually led, 
through much trial and error, to a very 
personal and embodied understanding 
of the ethical responsibilities of such an 
endeavor (to say nothing of constantly 
honing our PR and diplomacy skills). It 
is hard to imagine such an idealistic yet 

- The Power of Student Journalism -

~ Christopher Lewis-Gonzalez Fletcher
FACULTY ADVISOR 

@Fletcher_USVI
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potentially-explosive communications 
experiment being entrusted to students at 
other high schools, and for that opportu-
nity I am eternally grateful.  
 As such, it is a deep honor and 
privilege to be able to nurture that same 
commitment to journalistic excellence 
in the next generation of writers and ed-
itors here at GHCDS. This is the fifth is-
sue of The Panther Post to be released in 
just over of a year, and it is so rewarding 
to see each new release roll hot off the 
copiers and into the hands of students, 
teachers, parents and other members 

of our school community. I don’t think 
we’ve even begun to scratch the surface 
of what our newspaper is capable of, and 
for that reason I implore you, our readers, 
to submit anything and everything that 
will propel the wider discussion forward. 
These pages are for one reason and one 
reason only: to magnify and propel your 
voice to a wider audience! 
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WILLIAM A. BUGG III
196 Academy Road ∙ Thetford Center, Vermont 05075

Dec. 11, 2018

Dear Good Hope Country Day School Community,

After seven years at Thetford Academy in Vermont, my wife Sally, our three boys 
William (17), James (15), and Thomas (11), and I are thrilled to be exchanging 
VT for VI and heading to warmer climes to join your vibrant school community. 
We look forward to getting to know you, as we make St. Croix our new home.

When Sally and I visited St. Croix in November, we were taken by the kindness, 
compassion, and enthusiasm of all those we met at GHCDS. In the upcoming 
months of transition, I am eager to begin working with your Board of Trustees, 
a transition team the Board has created, the GHCDS staff, and Kari Loya, who 
has done superb work as GHCDS Head of School over the past four years. Sally 
and I will be making a trip to St. Croix this spring to meet with students, staff, 
parents, and community members, as we endeavor to learn everything we can 
about your wonderful school and the island.

In November, GHCDS completed a successful accreditation process through the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. With this important mile-
stone accomplished, the Board will soon be leading a process to develop a new 
Strategic Plan, which will guide your school over the next five years and beyond. 
I hope to get involved with the planning process in the upcoming months.

Sally and I are delighted to be joining the Good Hope Country Day School com-
munity this July, and look forward to exploring with you your hopes and dreams 
for GHCDS.

Until then, if you wish to reach out, please email me at William.Bugg@thet.net, 
or drop Sally and me a postcard at the above address.

A joyous and happy holidays to you all!

Yours sincerely,

William A. Bugg III
Head of School, Thetford Academy

The following announcement by the 
Chair of the GHCDS Board of Trust-
ees, Joe Croney, was made on Thursday     
December 13th. The Panther Post is      
republishing it here for any readers who 
may have missed it the first time around: 

Dear Good Hope Country Day School 
Community,

Just over three months ago we announced 
the kickoff of a search for our new Head 
of School and asked our wide community 
of stakeholders to provide input on what 
qualifications and qualities would set our 
next Head of School up for success. Since 
that time the Search Committee led by its 
Chair, Cathy Mares, has been working 
tirelessly to define and advertise the role, 
attract a wide range of candidates, evalu-
ate them through repeated in-depth inter-
views, arrange for face to face visits with 
all members of the community, reflect on 
each candidates’ strengths and weakness-
es and listen closely to the feedback from 
Faculty, Parents, Administrators, Trust-
ees, and other GHCDS stakeholders.

We want to thank the community for en-
gaging in the process so vigorously and 
for sharing an extensive range of detailed 
thoughts on the three final candidates. 
Choosing a head of school is one of the 
most important responsibilities of the 
Trustees and is a challenging decision 
given the demands of the role, the lon-
gevity desired for the position, and how 
important GHCDS is to the community.

Last week the Trustees voted to extend 
an offer to William Bugg as the candi-
date who, on balance, is set up best to 
lead the school forward given his deep 
educational background, head of school 
experience, familiarity with the challeng-
es which the school needs to face, and 
his family’s desire to embrace St. Croix. 
This decision was informed by the pos-
itive feedback received from the entire 
school community.

Please join me and the Board of Trustees 
in welcoming Mr. Bugg and his family 
to St. Croix and GHCDS. A transition 
committee will be formed to help assist 
him in joining our community. We look 
forward to working together on a smooth 
transition and to continue to improve this 
school for which we all care so deeply.

Sincerely,
Joe Croney
Chair, GHCDS Board of Trustees



TEACHER’S 
ASSISTANTS 

NEEDED!
If you have a “spare” Study 
Hall that you can use to help 
in the Lower School, please see 
Ms. Thatcher. Thank you! 

SCHOOL NEWS 7

Above: Former Dean of Middle and Low-
er School Denise Blanchette making an               
announcement at the recent Spelling Bee. 
Photo by Naurani Persaud. 
____________________________________

able to serve the school best if she remained 
in her position as Lower and Middle School 
Dean. However, this is purely speculation, 
as no Board member has publicly confirmed 
this.
 Some students have also noted that 
they felt like the school’s diversity wasn’t 
reflected well in the Board’s decision to hire 
Mr. Bugg, a straight, white male, over Ms. 
Blanchette, a woman, or the other finalist and 
second runner-up, Mr. Paul Fulce, a gay man. 
“The choice of Mr. Bugg is not necessarily 
because they didn’t think about diversity… 
I was in an interview process and the ques-
tion about diversity did come up, so I do 
know that that subject was discussed,” Ms. 
Grey said on the matter. Mr. Loya added that 
members of the Committee were excited to 
have a woman and a gay man among the fi-
nalists. Ms. Mares noted that Mr. Fulce’s sex-
ual orientation played no role whatsoever in 
the Board’s decision. (As a note, according 
to the National Association of Independent 
Schools, very few women and people of col-
or serve as headmasters in private schools. 
In the 2015-2016 school year, only about a 
third of headmasters were women, and in that 
same school year, a mere 7% of headmasters 
were people of color - an increase from 3% 
in 2000-2001. For context, the ratio of males 
to females in the Virgin Islands is 0.84:1, and 
76% of the VI population is black.)
 At the beginning of the search for 
a new Head of School, the Search Commit-
tee put together a description of the position, 
which Ms. Mares provided to the Panther 
Post. According to the Position Descrip-
tion, an ideal candidate would be a “results 
oriented leader” with the ability to adapt in 
the face of island challenges, focused on 
improving academics and the culture sur-
rounding learning at school, communicative 
and a team-player, adept with financials and 
fundraising, and determined to foster an in-
clusive, diverse school environment, among 
other qualities. Ms. Mares stated that all three 
finalists demonstrated these qualities and 
would’ve been wonderful Heads of School. 
Ms. Blanchette and Mr. Fulce were both 
qualified for the position Thus, it would log-
ically follow that there must be other factors 
that played a part in the decision. But what 
were those factors?
 As it would be, many faculty have 
been seeking out the same answers that The 
Panther Post is. The Board continues to be 

tight-lipped on the subject, citing the fact that 
such meetings are confidential. But is this 
really fair? This begs the question of wheth-
er or not students, parents, faculty, and even 
administrators truly have any power in their 
school. What is it that Board members don’t 
want the community to know about? Doesn’t 

the community deserve to be informed about 
decisions that will impact their daily lives, 
especially decisions that they had relatively 
little say in? 
 Regardless of how the decision 
was made, it’s important to note that it was a      
difficult one. “It was a tough decision. It was 
a really, really tough decision… To be fair 
and honest, there’s nothing I can say [specif-
ically] that ‘Ms. Blanchette did not get [the 
job] because of this.’ She was a good candi-
date… We had over 100 applications, and it 
was a very long and arduous process,” Ms. 
Mares said about the process, explaining how 
the Committee sifted through applications, 
eliminated the most outwardly unqualified 
applicants (ranging from a substitute teach-
er to a painter to a phlebotomist), and dig-
ging deeper into the credentials of possible       
candidates via Skype interviews.
 Though the community knows fair-
ly little about him or why he was chosen, it’s 
important to welcome Mr. Bugg into GH-
CDS with open arms. Students and faculty 
will have the opportunity to get to know him 
better during his upcoming trip to St. Croix 
in early March. The Panther Post will also    

publish an interview with Mr. Bugg, so stu-
dents are urged to submit any questions they 
may have for our future Head of School to 
The Panther Post email.
 Mr. Bugg is very excited for his    
future at the school. According to Ms. Mares, 
he and his wife plan to be involved in stu-
dent life, as their children will join the stu-
dent body. Mr. Bugg is aware of the contro-
versy surrounding the decision to hire him, 
but Ms. Mares is confident that he will be an 
excellent leader and a wonderful addition to 
the GHCDS family. Only time will tell the             
lasting effects of this controversial decision, 
but one thing is for certain: things are about 
to change, hopefully for the better.

[Continued from front page]
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Global Warming: 
How To Prevent 
It From Further        
Damaging the Earth
By Alexis Matarangas-King, Nayan 
Bansal, and Vincent Von Schilling

Global Warming is the gradual increase 
of temperature in the Earth’s atmosphere. 
This issue needs to be solved because 
if we don’t find a way to reduce/cease 
Global Warming, it could bring about 
devastating changes to the environment. 
Here are seven ways we can reduce cli-
mate change and save our environment…

1.   Don’t Use Aerosol Cans:
Studies show that if we constantly use 
Aerosol cans, we’re more likely to form 
a hole in the ozone layer. This would 
increase the heat levels on Earth due to 
the Sun’s rays penetrating the ozone lay-
er. If we were to stop using Aerosol and 
switched to Airiopack dispensers, which 
are more eco-friendly, we could prevent 
the Ozone layer from being damaged and 
prevent the sun rays from overheating 
Earth.

2.  Save Electricity: 
By using too much electricity, we’re 
burning fossil fuels, and by burning those 
fuels, we’re damaging the atmosphere. 
This contributes to climate change. If 
you’re leaving the house, don’t leave 
the electricity or turn off the lights when 
you’re not using them! As simple as it 
sounds, trust us on this. Your wallet will 
thank you later!

3. Recycle:
A waste of chemicals and electricity ar-
en’t the only things that tend to have a 
harmful effect on the environment. By 
littering and not reusing materials, we’re 
causing pollution and endangering ani-
mals with our trash. When you’re done 
using something, put it in the trash or 
in the recycling bin so it can be reused. 
Give a hoot, don’t pollute!

4. Using More Renewable Energy 
Sources
As mentioned before, when we use/burn 
fossil fuels, we let out tons of carbon di-
oxide into the air. If we can use green-
er alternatives like renewable energy 
sources, we would be cutting down sig-
nificance on carbon dioxide emissions.  
Renewable sources include solar panels, 
wind turbines, and hydropower.

5. Reusable Bags
Here in the U.S. Virgin Islands, we’ve 
already taken a big step forward into us-
ing reusable bags. Switching from plastic 
bags to reusable bags will not only help 

to decrease carbon dioxide emissions but 
also help prevent marine life from being 
exposed to these plastics and dying.

6. Use Eco-friendly Products
If you start choosing products from man-
ufacturers that make eco-friendly prod-
ucts, it will send a clear message to oth-
er manufacturers to make their products 
eco-friendly as well.
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Submitted by Frances Falcon Vasquez and Aiden DaCosta 

•Plaza west ground beef $7.99 per pound
•Foodtown ground beef $3.99 per pound
•Stop and shop ground beef $4.99 per pound
•Ziggy’s ground beef $4.50 per pound

If you buy 4 pounds of beef in a month in these stores, this is 
how much it will cost you:



Illegal Immigration 
and Deportation: 
21 Savage
By Savanna Capdeville

Pushing the country into uproar and 
mobilizing the voices of many po-
litically apathetic Americans was 

not the child separation initiative or the 
caging of minors at the US border, but 
the arrest of popular rapper 21 Savage by 
ICE officials. The February 3rd arrest of 
the widely supposed Georgia native took 
many fans and music enthusiasts by sur-
prise. 21 Savage, legally named Sha Yaa 
Bin Abraham-Joseph, had, in fact, been 
born in the United Kingdom and came 
to the United States as a minor in 2005. 
Abraham-Joseph traveled to the United 
States legally on a non-immigrant visa, 
which expired a year later, and remained 
illegally in the US until his 2019 arrest 
at the age of 26. (Levenson, 2019) His 
arrest and the imminent threat of his 
deportation have many wondering if he 
deserves to be in custody, released, or de-
ported, and if others living illegally in the 
United States deserve the same fate.
 Due to the fact that Abraham-Jo-
seph came to the US at the age of 12, his 
overstaying of his visa was under no will 
of his own. Additionally, after his visa 
expired, successful reapplication was 
almost impossible without the threat of 
permanent deportation. According to the 
US Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices, “If you want to extend your stay 
in the United States, you must file a re-
quest with U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services...before your authorized 
stay expires. If you remain in the United 
States longer than authorized, you may 
be barred from returning and/or you may 
be removed (deported) from the United 
States.”(U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services, 2015) This means that if 
Abraham-Joseph didn’t reapply(recom-
mended 45 days) before his visa expired, 
he wouldn’t be eligible for reapplication. 
If he overstayed his visa, he could be 
subject to deportation and an inability to 
return. As the decisions of his illegal res-
idency were made by his parents, and he 

grew up in the United States, should he 
be subject to arrest and deportation?
 Abraham-Joseph was born in the 
UK as the son of a crack dealer. After 
leaving the UK with his mother for Deca-
tur, Georgia, he still couldn’t escape the 
life of gun violence and drugs. In 2014, 
he was convicted for felony drug pos-
session. ICE wasn’t aware of his status 
at the time, however, and didn’t deport 
Abraham-Joseph then. (Gajanan, 2019)
Now commonly known as 21 Savage, 
he has made significant contributions to 
United States music industry, and has 
helped at-risk youth. Additionally, he is 
now a father to two legal US children, 
further strengthening his ties to the Unit-
ed States. Taking into account his convic-
tion, does he deserve to be in custody and 
then deported? Should illegal immigrants 
who positively contribute to American 
society, and who aren’t 21 Savage, be ar-
rested and deported?

Student and Teacher Responses:

“He should(be deported) because his visa 
expired..It’s the law. He is like any oth-
er person coming into the country ille-
gally...Wasn’t he waving guns around?” 
Sean Low, 11th Grade.

“Yes (he should be deported). He over-
stayed his visa for a super long time..
he isn’t seeking asylum. He isn’t an up-
standing citizen. He’s pretty much a de-

linquent. (Those) fleeing bad social and 
violent issues in their home countries are 
different.” Kelsey Bhola, 11th Grade.

“If it’s the law, it’s the law. They shouldn’t 
break up the law for him because he’s 
popular. They should give him a chance 
to renew his visa. ” Shana Sargeant, 9th 
Grade.

“He lived here practically his whole life 
so (he shouldn’t be deported). Consider 
their circumstances (and for other ille-
gal immigrants being deported) that’s 
not right. They need to(change)the law.” 
Fritz, 9th Grade.

“Depends on if he came on a boat or a 
plane. If he came on a boat, he should 
be sent back on a boat. If he came on a 
plane, he should be sent back on a plane 
but 3 months later...He should be deport-
ed until he gets another visa.” Jack Fal-
coner, 10th Grade.

“He should be deported if he is from En-
gland because it would be unfair to give 
him an advantage over other immigrants. 
Don’t overstay your visa. Get another 
visa.” Gus Johnson, 11th Grade.

“Since he came here when he was 13, 
(he)probably (shouldn’t be deported), but 
since he commited a felony, he probably 
should go back...Let (others) get their pa-
per. No sense to send them back now.” 
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Sign up for Poetry Out Loud in the Front Office with Mr. Shelley to compete in the GHCDS Competition .  

 DATE: Tuesday February 19          TIME: 10am          LOCATION: GHCDS Library 
Poem Criteria: At the state and national finals, students must have 3 poems prepared. One must be 25 lines or 
fewer, and one must be written before the 20th century. The same poem may be used to meet both criteria, and 
may be the student’s third poem. Poems can be found at: https://www.poetryoutloud.org/poems-and-perfor-
mance/find-poems

Jaden Thelusma, 10th Grade.

“Yeah, of course. He should get deported 
until he can get his papers filled out. If he 
wasn’t born into citizenship(he should be 
deported)...but not aggressively. Get your 
papers and then come back. (We should)
ry to make (others illegal immigrants) 
citizens.” Rider Odom, 12th Grade.

“(21 Savage) should just get a new green 
card (after he is sent back to England)...
It’s not that hard. (Other illegal immi-
grants) should be offered citizenship...
if they haven’t broken the law.” Mikey 
Dizon Bumman, 9th Grade.

“No (he shouldn’t be deported), because 
of all the good things he has done. They 
didn’t deport him (when he was arrest-
ed). Illegal immigrants in the US that 
didn’t break the law shouldn’t be deport-
ed. (The law) should be changed to be-
come not as generalized and more case 
specific.” Quincy King, 11th Grade.

“Yes (21 Savage should be deported), 
because of the crimes he commited. I 
think that everyone in America is an im-
migrant―except the Native Americans,  
and that if you are here and are law abid-
ing, that you should be given the oppor-
tunity to get your citizenship without be-
ing deported.” Mrs. Grey, Head of Upper 

School.

“(If you are living in the US illegally but 
are otherwise law abiding), you should 
have the opportunity to get citizenship 
here(without deportation). 21 Savage 
(broke the law outside of his illegal im-
migration status) and should be deported. 
If you look at (Trump era immigration) 
policies being made now, he would be 
deported based on those.” Ally Bhola, 
9th Grade.

“I don’t really know.” Alyssa Franklin, 
9th Grade.

“No, (21 Savage shouldn’t be deported) 
because I like his music. He is success-

ful and(regardless of the drug charges), 
at least he didn’t kill anybody. (On oth-
er illegal immigrants), I don’t like their 
music, so I don’t know(if they should be 
deported or not).” Carson Oakley, 9th 
Grade.
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Got an opinion on something important? 
Submit an editorial to The Panther Post! 

Email to pantherpost@ghcdsstudent.org
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The Boundaries of Voting
By Alexandra Bhola

Are United States territories fight-
ing an ‘uphill battle’ for the ex-
pansion of voting rights? The 

short answer is yes. In case you didn’t 
know, residents of U.S. territories do not 
have the right to vote in national elec-
tions, such as the election of our presi-
dent and vice president. Having said this, 
you may be thinking, “Well, at least they 
can elect electors because of the Elector-
al College.” Actually, residents of terri-
tories don’t even hold that fundamental 
constitutional right granted to U.S. resi-
dents living in one of the 50 states. We 
fight in the military under a president that 
we don’t even get to vote for. I strongly 
believe that residents of U.S. territories 
deserve the right to vote because of their 
participation in our military services 
and the imbalance in the distribution of 
rights.

What are the voting rights for U.S. terri-
tories? The United States Virgin Islands, 
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Northern 
Mariana Islands are all unincorporated, 
organized territories. That means that 
they have organized governments and 
________________________________

“Equality has long been a cor-
nerstone of America’s identity 
but if America really valued 
equality as much as they say, 
voting rights for the territories 
would have already been ex-
tended.” 
_________________________
that the residents of the territories are 
U.S. citizens but do not have all of the 
rights guaranteed in the United States 
Constitution. (Voting Rights in US Terri-
tories, Your Vote Your Voice). However, 
despite 

the constitutional rights ensured to all 
U.S. citizens, U.S. citizens living in U.S. 
territories do not get to vote for president. 
Some may argue that residents of U.S. 
territories are not deserving of the rights 
granted to U.S. mainland residents be-
cause they are not affected by the insig-
nificant choices made by the government 
as much as mainland residents. This, 
however, is not the reality. We are just 
as affected by the decisions made by the 
U.S. government, regardless of how ma-
jor or minor the impacts of those deci-
sions may be. 
 U.S. territories have had some of 
the highest rates of participation in mili-
tary services. Residents of U.S. territories 
have been deployed to Iraq and Afghan-
istan more than 30,000 times since the 
terrorist attack on September 11, 2001. 
Around 20,000 U.S. military veterans 
live in U.S. territories. (Pierluisi, 2015) 
How is it fair to withhold voting rights 
from the territories when such a high per-
centage of their populations have fought 
for this country -- a country that blatantly 
disregards their opinions?
 In conclusion, the limited voting 
rights granted to U.S. territories are very 
unfair because of their participation in 
protecting a country that does not seem 
to care about them and the simple fact 
that the residents of these territories are 
U.S. citizens. Equality has long been a 
cornerstone of America’s identity but if 
America really valued equality as much 
as they say, voting rights for the territo-
ries would have already been extended. 

Works Cited
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In Defense of the 
Opposing Side
By Carolyn Grimm

In recent years, the United States - 
well, the whole world, really - has 
become incredibly polarized. Ever 

since the 2016 presidential election, an 
election defined by the deep divides it 
created and the less-than-presidential 
mudslinging tactics used by both can-
didates, our country seems to have split 
into two groups: those who hate con-
servatives and those who hate liberals. 
Political beliefs are no longer defined 
by opinions by themselves, but also an 
almost personal hatred of everyone with 
the opposite viewpoint. The people you 
support has come to define your morals 
and personality; if you support Donald 
Trump, you’re a “deplorable.” If you 
support Hillary Clinton, you’re a “nasty 
woman” or a “bad hombre.” (For those 
who don’t remember, yes, those are di-
rect quotes. Google it.). 
 The growing presence of social 
media hasn’t helped any. It’s a lot easi-
er to insult someone you’ve never met 

behind the anonymity of a screen than it 
is to insult them face-to-face. That, com-
bined with a political climate that doesn’t 
exactly lend itself to meaningful conver-
sations, has certainly led to people be-
coming more entrenched in their beliefs. 
Now more than ever, we need the ability 
to compromise, but nobody is willing to 
listen.
 Personally, I’ve seen instances 
of this very behavior at GHCDS. Even 
some of my closest friends have shown 
the occasional unwillingness to really, 
truly listen to the people who disagree 
with them. Not that I blame them; if 
you care very deeply about a certain is-
sue, it can be hard to listen to those who 
disagree with you. I, myself, have also 
fallen into this pattern before. But in this 
day and age, such tendencies are not only 
- well, rude, because I’m not allowed to 
use profanities in this setting, ahem - but 

also dangerous and problematic. Now 
more than ever, we need to unite to solve 
the problems the world faces. How are 
we supposed to save ourselves if we 
can’t even listen to each other?
 We - I repeat, we - are facing a 
dark future. The most disastrous effects 
of climate change could affect us by 
2040, according to scientists commis-
sioned by the UN. The leader of the free 
world tweeted that the left-leaning media 
“is the enemy of the American People.” 
The youth of America are so used to 
hearing about school shootings that it’s 
no longer surprising to hear of another 
one. I mean, seriously, our government 
just experienced the longest shutdown 
in its history because the leaders of our 
country refused to compromise. If you 
aren’t concerned about these realities, 
you should be.
 This is why it’s so important for 
us to put our differences aside and actual-
ly work together. I know that sounds like 
something you’d hear in a kindergarten 
classroom, but it’s true. And that’s why 
it’s so important for us to be willing to 
listen to each other at this age - we’re 
quite literally the future, and the earlier 
we can learn to not be dismissive of the 
opinions and beliefs of others, the better 
off we are. The ability to consider the 
opposing side and compromise is a rare 
one these days, and we only have so long 
to foster these abilities within ourselves 
now.
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Andrew Jackson: Hall 
of Fame or Hall of 
Shame? 
By Alexis Matarangas-King

Andrew Jackson was the seventh 
President of the United States of 
America. Before being elected Pres-
ident, Jackson gained fame as a gen-
eral in the US army during the War 
of 1812 in the Battle of New Orleans. 
He also served in both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives. Based 
on his years of service to the people 
of America, one might conclude that 
he has earned a place in the United 
States of America’s figurative “Hall 
of Fame.” However, based on his pol-
icies and performance while in public 
service, a very different and dark con-
clusion might be made.
 Throughout his time in public 
service, Jackson made some question-
able decisions and took controversial 
actions, that strayed away from the 
Constitution. One such action was his 
brutal treatment of Native Americans 
during the War of 1812. He slaugh-
tered many natives, earning him the 
title of “Indian Killer” and “Sharp 
Knife”. Not only did he participate in 
the slaughter of many Indian tribes, 
but as President, he was responsible 
for the Indian Removal Act. This law 
authorized Jackson to force the Na-
tive Americans to move west of the 
Mississippi River in “exchange” for 

their land in the South. When the law 
was enforced, the Native Americans 
went through what is now known as 
the “Trail of Tears”. This term refers 
to the great suffering of the Native 
people brought on by the forced relo-
cation from their homes. It’s been es-
timated that the tribes lost ¼ of their 
population due to cold, starvation, 
and exhaustion during the journey 
west.
 Another controversial deci-
sion Jackson made was his decision 
to shut down the Second Bank of the 
United States. Jackson did not agree 
with the banking system and believed 
the system was “unconstitutional.” 
He believed that gold and silver coins 
were more valuable than paper mon-
ey. Because of this, he issued poli-
cies that stated gold and silver coins 
would be used instead of paper mon-
ey. Not only did Jackson destabilize 
paper currency, he also refused to re-
new the charter of the Second Nation-
al Bank as well because he believed 
the bank “worsen social inequality.” 
This led to the United States falling  
into an economic depression known 
as the Panic of 1837. Martin Van Bur-
ren, who became President after Jef-
ferson, inherited the poor economic 
conditions caused by this depression.

14
 There were those, however, 
who believed Jackson made a posi-
tive impact on American Society. Not 
only was Andrew Jackson credited for 
being the main founder of the Demo-
cratic Party, but he was also praised 
for his experience in military combat 
and being a “national hero.” Jackson 
was even praised for paying off the 
national debt, reducing corruption 
in government, and supporting “the 
common man.” By supporting the 
“common man,” he was standing up 
for the middle class and people who 
were less fortunate than him, rath-
er than just focusing on the rich and 
their needs.
 Although some praised 
Jackson’s services as a soldier and 
during his time in public office, he is 
frowned upon by many people today. 
This is due to his mistreatment of the 
Native Americans, promotion of slav-
ery, going against the Constitution, 
and abusing his power to veto. Thus, 
one can easily reach the conclusion 
that  Andrew Jackson’s behavior and 
performance in public service made 
him a tyrant and is therefore unfit 
to be placed in the United States of 
America’s figurative Hall of Fame. In 
reality, he is more fit for the Hall of 
Shame.
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GHCDS’s Spring 
Musical: Mamma Mia!
By: Avery White

“Three men - strangers - receive an invitation 
to a wedding. They are invited to a place they 
haven’t seen for twenty-one years, by a wom-
an they haven’t seen for twenty-one years… 
Why are they here?” The previous line from 
the character Sam Carmichael in Mamma 
Mia! poses an excellent question that read-
ers who are unfamiliar with this production 
may be asking themselves... Why are three 
men going to someone’s wedding that they 
haven’t seen for forever, and why should I 
care? The top-grossing Broadway musical 
Mamma Mia! is a lovable story about Sophie, 
a bride-to-be, trying to find her father is so he 
can give her away at her big, fat, Greek wed-
ding. One day, Sophie (portrayed by eighth 
grader, Jasmin Nieves) discovers the diary 
her mother, Donna (portrayed by Senior, Av-
ery White), kept the summer before Sophie 
was born. Secretly, Sophie pretends to be 
her mother and invites three mysterious men 
from her mother’s past (that could potential-
ly be her dad) to her wedding: Harry Bright 
(portrayed by Senior, Wylie Crowther), Bill 
Anderson (portrayed by Senior, David Con-
hoff), and Sam Carmichael (portrayed by Se-
nior, Ethan Stamper). For twenty-one years 

Donna has ran her disheveled, but charming, 
Greek hotel without the help of a man. She 
isn’t about to have three turn up at once to 
rock her and Sophie’s world... or will she? 
 Mamma Mia! is possibly one of the 
most vibrant, lovable, and unique, musicals 
I have ever seen. What makes Mamma Mia! 
special is that it’s a jukebox musical, which 
means every song is a top-hit from a popu-
lar music group or genre. A few examples 
of famous jukebox musical are Queen’s We 
Will Rock You, Green Day’s American Idiot, 
Billy Joel’s Movin’ Out, and Frankie Valli 
and the Four Season’s Jersey Boys. Mamma 
Mia!’s music was originally written and per-
formed by the popular Swedish pop/dance 
group ABBA before it was on a theatrical 
stage. Their song “The Winner Takes It All” 
inspired Judy Craymer, the eventual producer 
of Mamma Mia!, to adapt the group’s music 
into a theatrical production. Mamma Mia! 
was written by the British playwright Cath-
erine Johnson, and first premiered in London 

at the Prince Edward Theatre on April 6th, 
1999. Two years later Mamma Mia! opened 
at the Winter Garden Theatre in New York 
City and ran on Broadway for fourteen years, 
the ninth longest running show in Broadway 
history. Since Mamma Mia!’s creation it has 
been performed in more than fifty countries 
and six continents… Not to mention an ex-
cellent film adaptation that was made in 2008 
starring Meryl Streep as Donna, Amanda 
Seyfried as Sophie, Pierce Bronson as Sam, 
and Christine Baranki and Julie Walters as 
Donna’s best friends and fellow girl-power-
band members, Tanya and Rosie (portrayed 
by Senior, Mayah Russell, and Junior, Caro-
lyn Grimm in GHCDS’s production). I know 
you’re dying to know… Is this film on Net-
flix so I can watch it every night for the next 
three months?! Well rest assured, it certainly 
is! Make sure you brush up on your groovy 
moves before you come see GHCDS’s pro-
duction of Mamma Mia! this April at the Ca-
ribbean Community Theatre!



Top 5 Shows To 
Binge-Watch on     Net-
flix This Winter 2018
by Alexis Matarangas -King

The holidays are here, and what 
could be a better way to relax with 
your friends and family this holi-

day season than decorating the Christmas 
tree, singing carols, and binge-watch TV 
shows on Netflix? From shows with hor-
ror/ eighties nostalgia to teen soap operas, 
here is my list of the top 5 TV shows to 
binge watch this holiday season.

5. Riverdale

Based off of the comic book series “Ar-
chie Comics”, Riverdale is a dark take 
on the comics that centers on  Archie, 
Betty, Jughead, and Veronica. These four 
friends come together to investigate the 
mysterious death of one of their class-
mates in their little hometown of - you 
guessed it - Riverdale. The cast includes 
KJ Apa (The Hate U Give), Luke Per-
ry (Buffy the Vampire Slayer), Shannon 
Purser (Stranger Things), Lochlyn Mun-
ro (Scary Movie), and Cole Sprouse (The 
Suite Life of Zack and Cody).

4. American Horror Story
From the mysterious disappearance of 
the Roanoke Colony to the Axe Man 
Murders, American Horror Story brings 

myths, urban legends, and true crime 
stories from American pop culture to life 
through its amazing cast and soap-opera/
horror themes. 

The show is unique from other hor-
ror-themed shows as each season has a 
different story, setting, and horror trope. 
Each cast member portrays more than 
one character in the storylines. The sea-
sons featured on Netflix include; Murder 
House (which centers on the Haunted 
House trope), Asylum (which mixes asy-
lum, exorcism/demonic possession, alien 
invasion, and slaughterhouse tropes), 
Coven (a take on Voodoo/Witch tropes 
with elements borrowed from the true 
story of the Axe Man Murders), Freak-
show (focused on the body horror and 

killer clown tropes), Hotel (which is 
filled with vampire and psychological 
horror tropes and also stars Lady Gaga as 
the season’s main antagonist), Roanoke 
(which is centered around the haunted 
house/slaughterhouse tropes with ele-
ments borrowed from the real-life mys-
terious disappearance of the Roanoke 
Colony in the 1520’s) and Cult (a what-if 
scenario of what the world would be like 
after the 2016 Election results, tackling 
real-world problems while incorporating 
the evil cult and killer clown tropes).

3. The Chilling Adven-
tures of Sabrina

Based off of the Archie spinoff comics 
and 90’s sitcom “Sabrina the Teenage 
Witch” and the comic reboots of the same 
name, The Chilling Adventures of Sabri-

ENTERTAINMENT 
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Played a cool game recently? Seen an awesome 
new movie? Submit a review to The Panther Post! 
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na is a supernatural horror drama that 
centers on Sabrina Spellman, a teenage 
witch who must choose on her 16th birth-
day between living among the humans in 
the path of light, or join a Satanic witch 
cult in the path of night, the path of good, 
or a path of evil. The cast 
_______________________
“...what could be a bet-
ter way to relax with your 
friends and family this holi-
day season then decorating 
the Christmas tree, singing 
Carols, and binge-watch tv 
shows on Netflix?”
_______________________
includes Ross Lynch (Austin and Ally), 
Kiernan Shipka (Legends of Korra), Mi-
randa Otto (The Lord of the Rings Fran-
chise), Lucy Davis (Wonder Woman), 
and Michelle Gomez (Doctor Who).

2. Big Mouth

Big Mouth is an animated series by Nick 
Kroll and Andrew Goldberg that paro-
dies the teenhood of the creators, while 
also tackling relatable themes such as 
teen anxiety and the wonders and horrors 
of puberty in a satirical way. The show 
has a 100% rating on Rotten Tomatoes 
and includes the voice talents of Jorden 

Peele (Get Out, Key and Peele), Jenny 
Slate, (Venom, Secret Life of Pets, Zoo-
topia) David Thewlis ( The Harry Pot-
ter Franchise), Maya Rudolph (Saturday 
Night Live), and Fred Armisen (Saturday 
Night Live).

1. Stranger Things

That’s right folks, the poster child of Net-

flix has made the number one spot on our 
list!
 Stranger Things is an American 
sci-fi horror television series, created by 
the Duffer Brothers. The show centers 
around a group of teens who come to-
gether to solve the mysterious disappear-
ance of one of their friends while battling 
a supernatural creature from another 
dimension, (kind of like a certain Ste-
phen King movie). The show is unique 
from your typical sci-fi horror show, as it 
gives off a sense of nostalgia through its 
eighties settings, easter eggs, and actors 
including Wynona Rider (Beetlejuice, 
Heathers), Sean Astin (The Goonies), 
and Matthew Modine (Full Metal Jack-
et).
         Well, you’ve read it here, folks! 
The most talked about teen dramas on 
Netflix to check out this holiday season. 
Business is booming on Netflix, and by 
the looks of it, the binge-watching trend 
on the app doesn’t appear to be dying out 
anytime soon. This is Alexis Matarangas 
-King giving you the scoop from The 
Panther Post!
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Aries (March 21 to April 19) — The year 2019 
will be full of energy and dynamism for all those 
born in the sign of Aries. Whatever you do you do 
it well. You will have lots of opportunities. Do not 
be afraid to show your skills and new, innovative 
ideas. Let your dreams come true and try to make 
use of everything that could help you achieve it. 
You will have to face a minimum of restrictions 
during the year 2019 – both in your private and 
professional life. Planets are favourable to you and 
they will help you get the so-called wings of light-
ness in 2019. Your ruling planet Mars will give 
you the so much needed energy and strength to 
stem the tide of fears that you will fail.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)  — Your effort to 
work at full blast will be fully visible in 2019. 
Your greatest virtues such as endurance, stability 
and patience will bring the fruits of success. Not 
everything is good and you will have to go through 
an unfavourable period as well. You will have to 
make important decisions which will affect your 
future life. You may have a feeling that some of 
your efforts are vain and do not help you move 
forward but do not lose heart and try to endure this 
situation. Your success will come – later but even 
greater. You abound with ideas. Do not be afraid to 
make use of them on your way to happiness.

Gemini (May 21 to June 20) — Gemini, the 
year 2019 is very likely to bring radical changes 
into your personal life. Your long-term personal 
or school project finally bring results! In the past 
few years you have had a period of rise and fall. 
In 2019 you must perform concrete actions. Avoid 
misconceptions about life and about unfair desti-
ny. Enjoy your life. The position of planets will 
help you determine your priorities for the year 
2019. However, consider carefully whether you 
really need to follow the stars. Sometimes it is bet-
ter to follow side paths which lead us to higher 
aims in the long term rather than go on the main 
road which is lit by the stars.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22) — All Cancer will 
feel a great inflow of energy and enthusiasm in 
2019. You will be able to go to the extreme just to 
make sure that your thoughts and ideas have been 
fulfilled. The position of planets will help you find 
the right paths and opportunities for the growth in 
your life. Your artistic and creative skills will be 

stronger in 2019 than ever before. You will have a 
chance to get to know a lot of extraordinary people 
and some of them will be very suitable partners 
for your personal or professional life. Mars and 
Neptune will bring a bit of excitement into your 
peaceful sailing through the year 2019. You will 
have to make some very important decisions and it 
ios Mars abd Neptune that will have the impact in 
the darker side of your soul and they will force you 
to make impulsive and hasty decisions. Therefore 
you must be extremely cautious in these situations.

Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22) — You will have a lot 
of opportunities to start new projects and to de-
velop generally your life in 2019. Jupiter will 
help you set new goals and it will encourage you 
to endure. You should be able to find solutions to 
most of your unsolved problems from the past. It 
is a good time to make right decisions both in your 
professional and personal life. It is time to forget 
about old injustice and look forward to the bright 
future. If you are associated with an artistic area 
you should show your pieces of work to someone 
who will appreciate them. Success and fame are 
about to come!.

Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22) — The year 2019 will 
bring you a lot of changes – both in the financial 
and personal area. You will finally get a reward 
for your long-term efforts. However, do not slow 
down and do not relent in your efforts. Success 
achieved in 2019 can be even greater later on. Be 
creative and get ready for making very important 
decisions. In general, you can expect a peaceful 
period in 2019. Be ready to set on your dream 
journey in time. 

Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) — The position of 
planets in the year 2019 is very favourable. You 
will be able to proceed in your career, relation-
ships and in all your life. You will learn to gather 
all your energy to achieve your goals. Your cre-
ativity and artistic skills will be fully used. You 
will learn to distinguish the reality in the world 
full of falseness. You will be a bit impatient in the 
personal and professional life. Try to solve prob-
lems tactfully and diplomatically. A lot of your 
dreams may come true this year. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) — During the year 
2019 you will be able to revive and reassess your 

life goals. Choose one of them – the most import-
ant one – and act. It is more than possible that 
your personal and professional life will mingle on 
your way to fulfil the dream. You must try to pre-
vent this mingling. If these areas influence each 
other it is possible that one of these areas could 
be harmed. Either your personal life would suffer 
while building your career or you would not pro-
ceed in your career because of your personal life. 
Let your dream come true but make sure you have 
enough time for your family and friends. This is 
the real value till the end of life.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) — During 2019 
planets which are favourable to you will help you 
gain more self-confidence and self-esteem. The 
belief in your own abilities will be crucial in 2019. 
You must be courageous and assertive. Do not 
give up if you do not succeed immediately. Fol-
low your thoughts and ideals. Try to make precise 
plans of everything and do not forget about relax 
and fresh air. This year you can expect that your 
personal life will interfere with your professional 
life. It is important to have enough space for de-
veloping both your personal and professional life. 
Without sufficient suport it will be difficult or even 
impossible to achieve your goals.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19) — Thanks to your 
creativity and natural skills you will get to the cen-
tre of attention in 2019. You will manage to de-
velop your skills. However, you should not forget 
about your personal life. Build a background that 
will provide you with enough latitude to be able 
to show your skills to other people. On the other 
hand it is clear that you have a lot of responsibil-
ities in your life. Do not deprive yourself of little 
details that make life beautiful. Do not be a mere 
spectator of life around you.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) — You will feel 
strong pressure in 2019 which will affect all as-
pects of your life. Gather all your strength and 
energy and face everything that attacks you at a 
full blast. If you are not sure what to do you listen 
to your inner voice. Express your opinion with-
out being afraid of the reaction of others and take 
the chance that emerges on your horizon. Who 
knows? Maybe just this chance will lead you to 
your dream success. Jupiter will help you find 

Continued on the next page: 



STUDENT 
SURVEY!

Question of the Issue: 
What do you think of Mr. Bugg being 
chosen as the new Head of School? 
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“I think that he is a very qualified person to represent 
our school as the headmaster. Based on his resume 
and the opinions of many of the board members, 
staff, and students, he will be a very good headmas-
ter.” 
 - Kieran Walter Sundaram, Junior

“They elected him over a gay man and a lady… I 
don’t understand. Ms. Blanchette knows the school. 
She lives here.”
 - Dominique Elizee, Junior

“I’ve heard that he’s leaving his old school because 
of financial problems there [note: The Panther Post 
has not confirmed this]. How’s he gonna be good 
for this school if he didn’t do well for his old school 
financially?”
 - Layla Bradshaw, Junior

“While I was disappointed that they didn’t have a 
black [final] candidate, I was extremely disappoint-
ed that they [didn’t choose] the only gay male can-
didate and the female candidate. Ms. Blanchette’s 
been here forever. I did hear that on paper, Mr. Bugg 
had the best qualifications and that he was probably 

the best candidate on paper, but I think for a di-
verse school like Good Hope Country Day School, 
a diverse head of school would probably be best.”
 - Savanna Capdeville, Junior

“I kind of thought that he didn’t really have a per-
sonality that seemed like someone who would be 
a good Head of School. He seemed kind of quiet 
and shy. He didn’t seem like a bad guy, just of 
the three, I thought he was the least qualified… 
I thought it was kind of strange that [they chose 
him] instead of the other two… Mr. Fulce seemed 
like someone who did have some really good 
qualifications, so I thought it was gonna be be-
tween him and Ms. Blanchette. But the fact that 
they picked this guy was like, you know, why? I 
mean, Ms. Blanchette has been here for thirty 
years. The thing I really liked about Mr. Fulce was 
that he started his own school and his ability to 
adapt to life in Spain having not known the lan-
guage. Mr. Bugg didn’t really give me the impres-
sion that he would be able to do well here. There 
was no quality that made me say, ‘Oh, he’ll do fine 
in the transition here.’”
 - Angelo Capriola, Senior

Continued from previous page: 

your ambitions and life ideals. Saturn 
will show your creativity and talent. 
However, you must prepare yourself 
for a considerable amount of loneli-
ness and helplessness which you may 
expect at the end of the year.  

Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20) — 
During the year 2019 you will 
have to accept the fact that the 
only important thing in your life 
are you. Situations that you will 
have to face will force you wake 
up your dark yourself. Be aggres-
sive, courageous and oriented on 
target. Make sure that you do your 
best to achieve your goals as soon 
as possible. If you procrastinate 
you can fail. Try to avoid any im-
petuosity. You will manage much 
more if you stay calm.



HEALTH & WELLBEING 
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ASK ALEXIS
Advice Column 

Dear Alexis, who do you prefer: Bluface, 
Lil Pump, 6ix9ine, or Lionel Richie?
A: In all honesty, I don’t listen to a lot of rap 
music. I’ve never even heard of Blueface 
until you mentioned him. Lil Pump? I’ve 
listened to his music and it’s somewhat tol-
erable. As for 6ix 9ine...why is he even on 
this list? He’s basically the R Kelly of 2018, 
performing sexual misconduct on young 
girls. Who in their right mind thinks he’s a 
good role model or a good rapper? Also, Li-
onel Richie is not a rapper, he’s a   Grammy 
award-winning singer-songwriter, a legend, 
known for classic songs such as “Hello” 
and “ Say You, Say Me”. Otherwise, I pre-
fer Lionel Richie because I love his music. 
His music will live on forever, especially his 
music from the Eighties; I’m a sucker for the 
Eighties!

Dear Alexis, how do you think the Forex 
Markets would change (bearish/ bull-
ish) between  Eur/USD in  the upcoming 
weeks?
A: Well...If I were Alexander Hamilton or 
an Economics professor, maybe I would be 
able to answer your question, but since this 
column is an advice column and not a Eco-
nomics Q&A, I can’t really answer that. I 
commend you for your eagerness to ponder 
such deep Economics thoughts! If you’d like 
to learn more about these topics, you can talk 
to someone that is in the profession, research 
online, or visit your local library and read up 
on the subject.
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POETRY & CREATIVE WRITING 
Falling Into Place
by Alexis Matarangas-King

Never thought a new path, a new destination
Would be the piece of the puzzle 
That will complete the door.

Complete the door to what is
What will become
my journey into adulthood.

So much I want, and
much I desire
in knowledge and goals

More than anything, I crave
the reality, reality
of my future career and life

No turning back, I am
past the point
Looking ahead, wings are spread.

Time flies everywhere I go
everywhere I look…
Will I be ready...When everything falls into place?

Do you love creative writing? 
Are you a budding poet? 

Have you begun drafting a novel 
that is going to take 
the world by storm?  

Then submit your writing 
to The Panther Post! 



DEEP MUSINGS

By Alexis Matarangas-King

Savanna: I think the representation 
could be better, although, I think the 
representation of people of color in 
the LGBT community, bisexual, and 
asexual [people], also need better rep-
resentation. They should also look at 
masculine gay/bisexual.
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Is there a serious, thought-provok-
ing concept or idea you’d like us 
to write about? Interested in 

philosophy and the meaning of 
life? Then submit your writing 

to The Panther Post! 

Philosophy relates to the study of, and attempts to understand, the root nature 
of reality, existence, and knowledge. There are many questions in life for which 
there are no set answers, or such diverging opinions on answers that just raise 
more questions. Each issue we will ask members of our community one such 
profound question, in order to illuminate each other in the pursuit of wisdom. 

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE: 
What are your thoughts on the representation of   

the LGBTQ community in media today? 

Sam: I’m cool with the representation 
of the LGBT in media.

Nathan: I think the representation 
of the LGBT in media is somewhat 
good.
 
Makari: We’ve made some progress, 
but I still feel like the LGBT [commu-
nity] is still getting negative or   rep-
resentation in media.
 
Molly: In recent years, we’ve gotten a 
lot better with LGBT representation.  
It is a result of the increase in LGBT 
equality today.

Opher: I feel like they’re pretty accu-
rate with LGBT representation now-
adays.

Sean: Media is definitely going in the 
right direction with their representa-
tion of the LGBT.

Gus: I wonder if the amount of LGBT 
characters that make it on TV is pro-
portional to the number of people that 
audition.

Aleah: I think there’s a good repre-
sentation of LGBT in media.
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Crossword Puzzle Answer Key

(we know you got them all correct the 
first time and are just checking!)

In addition to 
The Daily Dog News, I 
also read The Panther 

Post...do you? 

In a blind tasting of    
bottled water com-
pared to the filtered 
water from the upper 
school water fountain, a                     
significant number of 
students could not tell 
the difference. Save a 
bottle! Save the turtles! 
Save the ocean!

DID YOU KNOW? 
Submitted by Ms. Baker



2710 QUESTIONS
PERSONAL PROFILE

Sarah Henning (Author)
By Alexis Matarangas-King

Q: Do you have other occupations 
outside of journalism and being an 
author?
A:  I just recently moved from jour-
nalism to marketing. I was a news-
paper journalist for more than a de-
cade, but the newsrooms have gotten 
smaller, so I wanted to pursue other 
options.

Q: As of 2018, fans can’t stop 
talking about your latest YA nov-
el “Sea Witch!” What was it like 
working on the novel?
A: Really great experience. Wrote it 
since I was on maternity leave. Sold 
it on a proposal. We were supposed 
to propose it sooner but ended up get-
ting pushed back and the book was  
published the book in 2018

Q: Do you see your book getting a 
movie adaptation anytime soon? 
A:  I’ve had producers contact me 
about it, but it’s up to my publishers 
to decide whether it should happen.

Q: Any tips for aspiring journalists 
wanting to take a career in journal-
ism?
A: Telling stories is really important. 
I love journalism because I’m able to 
tell a story. The best thing to do when 
starting journalism is to think about 
what story you would want to cover 
first.

Q: What’s the most challenging 
part of being a writer?
A: Finding time to work on writing. 
It’s hard when the creative process 
changes and you have more writers 
involved.  But I’m able to balance the 

time to write through my schedule.

Q: Any upcoming projects outside 
of “Sea Witch?”
A: Can’t talk about some of them be-
cause the contracts aren’t signed yet. 
But “Throw Like a Girl” is my next 
book, coming out in  January 2020, 
YA contemporary. Came from expe-
rience in journalism because I used to 
cover high school football in college.

Q: What’s the best feedback you 
recieved on your books?
A: I was pleased for Sea Witch to be 
promoted as “Indies Introduced”  for 
debuts of Summer 2018 books and 
Indies Next Pic Novels for 2020.

Q: Anything else you would like to 
say to all your “Sea Witch” fans 

Author Sarah Henning. Picture taken from her Twitter profile.
__________________________________________________________________________

reading this?
A:  I really appreciate the fans. I’m 
amazed at how the fandom has in-
creased and how many reviews my 
books have recieved.



Sex Education TV 
Show Review
By Savanna Capdeville 

Netflix’s Sex Education is best 
described as an awkward 
coming-of-age comedy. This 

eight episode UK series follows 16 
year old Otis who, despite having 
a sex therapist as a mother, is quite 
sexually insecure. This awkward teen 
forms an unlikely friendship with 
Maeve, a stunning, smart, and badass 
girl, made outkast by a rumor that she 
had teeth in her vagina. This pair start 
up an underground highschool sex 
clinic, where Otis acts as a sex thera-
pist, and Maeve handles the business 
part of the operation. Through the se-
ries, the viewer gets a taste of what 
high school really is: a confusing and 
hilarious mess. Sex Education is a 
must see for everyone.
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ACADEMIC TUTORS NEEDED
NEEDED: Tutors for students in 
the Lower School would really 
benefit from some mentoring and                   
academic support from some high 
school students. If you are available 
and would like to share your talents 
and time with some younger kids, 
please see Ms. Thatcher. Communi-
ty service hours will be earned.

Above: Characters from the Netflix series Sex Education on set. 
__________________________________________________________________________
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James Harden’s 
MVP Run
By Brennan Gorman

James Harden has been nothing 
but an MVP so far in the NBA 
season. He truly has been what 

you can call historic. As of right now, 
James Harden is on a run of 16 con-
secutive 30 point games tied with 
Kobe Bryant’s 2003 record. It has 
been so long since this happened and 
it has created a social and media buzz. 
After Harden won MVP last year, 
most people thought that he was at 
his peak, but he is proving everyone 
wrong this year. As Harden has lead 
the Rockets to a winning spree after 
beating some of the best teams in 
the league like the Warriors, Celtics, 
Thunder, and Spurs.
 After about 3 weeks of writ-
ing the first part of this article, he 
has been better than what anyone 
could’ve imagined. He recently has 
surpassed his career high with 61 
points against the Knicks in Madison 
Square Garden. He has continued his 
30+ ppg streak to now 23 gamed and 
he is leading the Rockets to victory 
game by game. James Harden is cur-

rently averaging 36 ppg with 8 assists, 
the last person to average that amount 
of points since Jordan and the Bulls. 
In my opinion, he is obviously the 
number one pick for MVP voting this 
year after he has already won MVP 
last year. Many people are saying that 
Giannis Antetokounmpo should win 
MVP over Harden because of what 
he has led his team to this season es-
pecially wins. After injuries for the 
Rockets, James Harden has a lot on 
his back and I think sports fans love 
to see rivalry.
 Chris Paul has finally returned 
after being out a month with a ham-
string problem that he has dealt with 
many times throughout his career. 

The Rockets center Clint Capela has 
been out for about a week and a half 
now with a fractured finger, and he 
will continue to be out for another 2 
to 3 weeks. Eric Gordon, the Rock-
ets 6 man and starter, has been out 
for several weeks with illness and leg 
problems, too. So, throughout this 
season, it really shows what James 
Harden has been able to do to keep 
this team afloat in the Western con-
ference. The Rockets are easily one 
of the top 5 teams in the West at the 
moment, and, when healthy, the best 
contenders against the Champs, who 
have recently added Demarcus Cous-
ins to the lineup.



So far, this volleyball season has 
been packed with excitement and 
many special moments that coach 

and us are looking for. We have won 
some special games that mean a lot to 
us when it comes to putting all of our ef-
fort, boys or girls. But what I would say 
I am the most excited for is definitely the 
upcoming basketball season. I think that 
the team we are going to have for Var-
sity will help win games, and obviously 
we are going to be putting the work in no 
matter what the circumstances are. From 
the guards to the forwards, we are all ex-
cited for the season to start, and we have 
already been changing some things up to 
help get us on the right path. We have al-
ready changed the Wednesday open gym 
at lunch to Tuesday and Thursday prac-
tice at lunch. This will help us get used 
to our team this year and help us get back 
into season form.

   So far, we have only had one 
practice. I think it went pretty well. We 
have done some shooting drills, 1 v 1’s 
, and only a little bit of running. I think 
that is going to change once the season 
starts haha. What I amlooking forward to 

is the moments when the game starts and 
you get those butterflies in your stom-
ach. That’s what I, and hopefully the rest 
of the team, am preparing for. That’s al

most exactly what coach is going to be 
looking for. Now, obviously, there are so 
many other special things that you must 
have if you want to be held at that rank of 
competition. You can already tell who is 
going to do what, and who really is pre-
pared and ready for the start of the sea-
son based on whose been coming to open 
gym and practices.

    Finally, being experienced helps 
so much when you are in any of those mo-
ments that I talked about. But that is also 
something that most kids do not have, es-
pecially when a team is looking for kids 
to play and will take anyone. You really 
have to embrace your role no matter what 

The Panther Post

Do you absolutely love sports?

Want to help us cover the GHCDS Athletic 
Department’s events, and various happenings on 

the track or field, in the pool, in the gym or on the ocean?  

Then come join our team and showcase your sports writing 
in The Panther Post! 

it is or who you are. For example, if you 
play a backup center and you expected to 
set good screens, finish around the rim, 
and play really good defense, then you 
need to be the best by far to do that. If 
you are the star player and the team has 
to rely on you, you really have to be there 
and show up no matter what time it is. 
There is so much that a basketball player 
is able to do. Anyone who is supporting 
this school’s team sports should expect a 
lot from us. We are ready and will be pre-
pared when the time comes.

      Two weeks later, I think our 
coach has definitely put a lot more work 
on us rather than just sprints and running. 
We have been having much harder prac-
tices and are actually starting to have pre 
season practice after school, rather than 
just open gym on some days or at lunch. 
Coach has made it clear to us that if we 
want to do well this season and be re-
warded, then we really have to put in the 
time and effort to get there. We all know 
that the Varsity team is the best team the 
school has had in a couple years, so we 
have to act like it.

School Sports 
By Brennan Gorman


