
Salutatorian Graduation Remarks:  Alliyah Allick 

 

Greetings to all esteemed faculty, guests, parents and fellow graduates. 

The very term we use for today’s exercise “commencement” means a beginning or a start.  At the same 

time while we are told that this is in fact a new beginning for us we also know that this marks the end of 

our high school career.  So now the question we face is how do we reconcile this end with the 

beginning?  With this beginning that we face we are also told that we are about to experience the “real 

world”.  But to say this suggests that St. Croix is not a part of the real world but rather in incubator. The 

truth is it is just as real as any other place in this world and the set of experiences that we have gained as 

a result of living here are significant.  Whether it be learning the importance of teamwork or learning 

why we shouldn’t procrastinate each of these lessons we learned here are special and while we may 

have all taken these lessons differently each of them have their place in our lives as we move forward 

and bravely face the future each of new day brings. 

 

Our job as graduates of the Class of 2016 is not to forget these lessons but as Mr. Canning would say our 

job is “universalizing the particular” seeing how we can apply our experiences we’ve learned from living 

here and figure out how they apply in our new experiences.  I know that we as individuals will only 

continue to learn even more lessons like these that will enlighten us along this journey we call life.  I 

expect you to change and continue to evolve as we head on our diverse paths.  Already we have 

undergone changes, which are testament to the sum of experiences that have helped shape us into the 

unique individuals that comprise the wonderful Class of 2016.  My only request of this class is that we 

continue to stay open-minded and look for the opportunities to learn which is what we have been doing 

to some extent our whole life that’s how we ended up on this stage.  That’s why we should think of this 

moment as neither an end nor a beginning but rather a continuation of journey that has begun since we 

were born.  I say this to say that despite the fact that St. Croix is a small island already we have learned 

perhaps the most important lesson from it regardless of where we go: how to learn from the past.  I’m 

extremely thankful to have learned this in the presence of family, friends, concerned teachers, and God.  

Because our ability to learn from the past is basis of progress itself.  As we continue to use this skill my 

hope for this class is that we not only push boundaries but shatter them and inspire future generations 

to do the same.  And finally thank you to God and my family for helping me get this far. 


