5th grade Summer Reading List
Dear Parents,
We are so excited about our summer reading lists, which include many wonderful selections with
something for everyone! Students are expected to read and complete a google form for at least four
books; one from Realistic Fiction, one from Non-Fiction, two from Historical Fiction which includes
the MUST READ. https://forms.gle/WEKCJK7BjWVKP58N9 (Link for Google Form)
A wonderful source for more books is the American Library Association’s Annual List of Notable
books: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb.

Hostorical Fiction
Must Read: Everyone reads
The Samurai’s Tale - Haugaard, Erik Christian. (Author) In turbulent sixteenth-century Japan, orphaned
Taro is taken in by a general serving the great warlord Takeda Shingen and grows up to become a samurai
fighting for the enemies of his dead family. When the powerful Lord Takeda’s soldiers sweep across the
countryside, killing and plundering, they spare the boy Taro’s life and take him along with them. Taro
becomes a servant in the household of the noble Lord Akiyama, where he meets Togan, a cook, who teaches
Taro and makes his new life bearable. But when Togan is murdered, Taro’s life takes a new direction: He
will become a samurai, and redeem the family legacy that has been stolen from him.
Choose ONE
Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman  (Author) An insider's look at the life of Birdy, 14, the daughter
of a minor English nobleman. The year is 1290 and the vehicle for storytelling is the girl's witty, irreverent
diary. She looks with a clear and critical eye upon the world around her, telling of the people she knows and
of the daily events in her small manor house. Much of Birdy's energy is consumed by avoiding the various
suitors her father chooses for her to marry. She sends them all packing with assorted ruses until she is almost
wed to an older, unattractive man she refers to as Shaggy Beard. In the process of telling the routines of her
young life, Birdy lays before readers a feast of details about medieval England. The book is rich with
information about the food, dress, religious beliefs, manners, health, medical practices, and sanitary habits (or
lack thereof) of the people of her day.
The Midwife's Apprentice Paperback b
 yK
 aren Cushman  (Author) A spellbinding novel set in medieval
England. The girl known only as Brat has no family, no home, and no future until she meets Jane the
Midwife and becomes her apprentice. As she helps the sharp-tempered Jane deliver babies, Brat-who
renames herself Alyce-gains knowledge, confidence, and the courage to want something from life: "A full
belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world."

Realistic Fiction: Choose one
Rain Reign,  by Ann M. Martin: Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that her
own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms
(Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not everyone
understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her different – not her
teachers, not other kids, and not her single father.
When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing.
Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her
routines and safe places to search. Hearts will break and spirits will soar for this powerful story,
brilliantly told from Rose's point of view.--Amazon
Th
 e Wild Robot by Peter Brown: When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers
that she is alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose
is--but she knows she needs to survive. After battling a fierce storm and escaping a vicious bear
attack, she realizes that her only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings and learn from
the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants.
As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home--until, one day, the robot's
mysterious past comes back to haunt her.--Amazon

Stella by Starlight b
 y, Sharon Draper: When the Ku Klux Klan’s unwelcome reappearance rattles
Stella’s segregated southern town, bravery battles prejudice in this New York Times bestselling
Depression-era “novel that soars” (The New York Times Book Review) that School Library Journal
called “storytelling at its finest” in a starred review. Stella lives in the segregated South—in
Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact about it. Some stores she can go into. Some stores she can’t.
Some folks are right pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and heck, the
Klan hasn’t bothered them for years. But one late night, later than she should ever be up, much less
wandering around outside, Stella and her little brother see something they’re never supposed to see,
something that is the first flicker of change to come, unwelcome change by any stretch of the
imagination. As Stella’s community—her world—is upended, she decides to fight fire with fire. And
she learns that ashes don’t necessarily signify an end.--Amazon
Non-Fiction: Choose One
Ada's Violin: The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay by Susan Hood and Sally Wern Comport From
award-winning author Susan Hood and illustrator Sally Wern Comport comes the extraordinary true tale of the
Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay, an orchestra made up of children playing instruments built from recycled trash.
This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from around the World by Matt Lamothe Follow
the real lives of seven kids from Italy, Japan, Iran, India, Peru, Uganda, and Russia for a single day! In Japan, Kei
plays Freeze Tag, while in Uganda Daphne likes to jump rope. But while the way they play may differ, the
shared rhythm of their days—and this one world we all share—unites them. This genuine exchange provides a
window into traditions that may be different from our own as well as a mirror reflecting our common experiences.

