
GOOD HOPE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL SUMMER READING, 2018 

Third Grade 

Please choose a new series to start this summer, one that really interests you!   It can be one of the 
favorites listed below or another of your choice that is at an appropriate independent level for fluency and 
comprehension.  Read at least 2 books from one series (more would be better!).  Also, choose one other 
book to read either independently or as a family.  It can be from the list at the bottom or any other book or 
your choice.  Be ready to share your thoughts about those books with the class.  It might help to draw a 
picture and/or take some notes so you don’t forget! 
 
FAVORITE SERIES TO CHOOSE FROM: 
 
Pinky & Rex by James Howe  
Minnie & Moo by Denys Cazet 
Ivy & Bean by Annie Barrows 
Tales from Deckawoo Drive by Kate DiCamillo 
Mercy Watson by Kate DiCamillo 
Judy Moody / Stink by Megan McDonald 
Dragon Masters by Tracey West 
Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly 
Nate the Great by Marjorie Sharmat 
Dog Man and Cat Kid by Dav Pilkey 
The Chicken Squad by Doreen Cronin 
National Geographic Kids (nonfiction) 
Who Would Win? (nonfiction) 
Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne (historical fiction) 
 
 
 
CHOICE BOOKS: 
 
Picture Books: 

 
The Lizard Lady by Jennifer Curtis  (nonfiction) 
Join the Lizard Lady as she cuts her way through thick Caribbean forests searching for critically 
endangered St. Croix ground lizards. Hunted to extinction on the island of St. Croix by invasive 
species brought by colonizing farmers, these lizards are now only found on surrounding islands in 
the US Virgin Islands.  
 

 
 
Her Right Foot by Dave Eggers  
In this fascinating and fun take on nonfiction, Dave Eggers and Shawn Harris investigate a 
seemingly small trait of America's most emblematic statue. What they find is about more 
than history, more than art. What they find in the Statue of Liberty's right foot is the powerful 
message of acceptance that is essential of an entire country's creation. 
 



 
Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall  
In a sweetly appealing tale of overcoming your fears, newcomer Gaia Cornwall captures a 
moment between a patient and encouraging father and a determined little boy you can’t help but 
root for. 
 
How to Be An Elephant by Katherine Roy  (nonfiction) 
Award-winning author-illustrator Katherine Roy's How to Be an Elephant delves into the intricate 
family dynamics at play in a typical African herd. Drawing upon the latest scientific research and 
Roy's own expedition to Kenya, and brimming with lush watercolor illustrations and detailed 
diagrams, this book vividly portrays the life and development of an elephant from an uncertain 
newborn into a majestic adult.  
 

 
Grade Level Chapter Books: 

 
The Story of Diva and Flea by Mo Willems and Tony DiTerlizzi  
Diva, a small yet brave dog, and Flea, a curious streetwise cat, develop an unexpected friendship 
in this unforgettable tale of discovery. 
 
 
 
The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes  
Bestselling author Kevin Henkes introduces second-grader Billy Miller in this fast-paced and funny 
story about friendship sibling rivalry and elementary school 
 
 
 
 

Above Grade Level (Parents should preview and determine appropriateness) 
 
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate  
Inspired by the true story of a captive gorilla known as Ivan, this illustrated book is told from the 
point of view of Ivan himself.  
 
 
Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate  
Jackson and his family have fallen on hard times. There's no more money for rent. And not 
much for food, either. His parents, his little sister, and their dog may have to live in their 
minivan. Again. Crenshaw is a cat. He's large, he's outspoken, and he's imaginary. He has 
come back into Jackson's life to help him. But is an imaginary friend enough to save this family 
from losing everything? 

 
 


