
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 
 

You are hereby cordially invited to 
Ye Olde’ Colonial Tavern 

 
Where: Good Hope Country Day School When: Thursday afternoon, October 10th, from 2:10 – 3:05 
 
On Thursday, October 10th, from 2:10 PM to 3:05 PM the History Department will be holding an interactive 
role play lesson for all the GHCDS High School US History students. The lesson will take place in “Ye Olde’ 
Colonial Tavern”, (AKA the GHCDS Pavilion or Library) 
 
All GHCDS parents and other adult family members, faculty members and staff, board members and other 
adults who want to support the lesson and the school are invited. All the history students will be dressed as 
colonists. They will consider anyone they see in the Tavern to be a fellow colonist in late July of 1776, who is 
undecided about what they should do about the recent events.  
 

The students will be split into two teams: 
 

The Patriots will attempt to recruit anyone who comes into the Tavern to their cause- to join the Continental 
Army and support the Revolution in the time of its greatest need. 
 

The Loyalists will attempt to recruit anyone in the Tavern to remain loyal subjects of the British Empire, as 
should all good Englishmen. 
 
All of the students will endeavor to get any guest within the Tavern to sign a petition that pledges support to the 
cause of their team. The team with the most signatures at 3:05 wins! 
 

“These are the times that try men's souls.” 
 

From “The Crisis”, by Thomas Payne 
 
 

Your presence is respectfully requested. The fate of 
the Revolution and the Empire is in your hands. 

 
Rules: 
 

1.) Guests are asked to put aside any bias they may have and to sign the petition of whichever student(s) 
they felt made the most compelling and convincing argument. Guests are encouraged to ask 
questions of the students who are attempting to recruit them. 

2.) Guests are welcome to come and stay as long as they like, but they not required to stay the entire time of 
the lesson- 6 minutes is enough if you do not have a lot of time. In the interest of fairness to all the 
students, please try to listen for an equal amount of time to both groups. In other words, if you can only 
come for 6 minutes, try to listen to each side for 3 minutes. If you can come for 20 minutes, then try to 
listen to each side for ten minutes, 30 minutes each if you decide to stay for an hour, etc. 

3.) Students are not allowed to recruit members of their own families. Guests can take pictures or videos of 
their young colonist in action, but the student(s) who are recruiting you should not be family members.  

4.) Guests may only sign one petition. Once they sign, they will be given a name tag that designates them as 
either a Patriot or a Loyalist. Please keep the name tag on so it is clear to the students which guests have 
already signed and which ones have not.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
Objectives: 

1.) For students to engage in an exercise that will develop their critical thinking skills by providing them 
with an opportunity to analyze, evaluate, and display a mastery of historical knowledge they have 
learned about the events that led to the American Revolution.  

2.) To give students a greater appreciation of history by placing them in a situation where history comes 
alive.  

3.) To introduce students to debate and public speaking using academic language and give them with an 
opportunity to develop these skills and build their confidence. 

4.) To place students in a live scenario where they are rewarded for striving for academic and intellectual 
excellence, based on their mastery of historical knowledge and their ability to construct a compelling 
argument that is both scholarly and appealing 

5.) To have a lot of fun 
 
 
  


